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ABOUT THE ORGANISERS 

 

UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION 

The Department of Public International Law and International Organisation offers 
courses and seminars as part of the Law School, the Global Studies Institute, the Institute 
of International and Development Studies, Faculty of Translation and Interpretation and 
Institute of Environmental Sciences (ISE).  The department also works with the Institute 
for International Law and Justice of the Faculty of Law in New York.  
  
In 2014 the department, together with the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Lausanne embarked on a 3-year project on “Foreign Investment in Africa: Gaining 
Development Momentum” funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation.  The Project 
aims to provide a systematic and comprehensive treatment of the network of 
international investment agreements in Africa and its evolution.  This is 
achieved through a doctoral thesis on investment laws in Africa; a series of seminars 
entitled the Geneva Talks on Foreign Investment in Africa organised twice yearly at the 
University of Geneva; and training and conferences on international investment 
law held across Africa. 
 
The Project has a predominant, but not exclusive, academic dimension.  It benefits from 
interacting with African governments, organisations (including developing banks), and 
non-governmental organisations, whose practice and experience are central in 
understanding the challenges, perspectives and evolution of the investment regime in 
Africa.  It has also the ambition to foster the awareness and develop the capacities of 
African States with regard to drafting, negotiating and concluding investment-related 
instruments, their implementation, and the settlement of disputes arising from such 
instruments. 
 
The department maintains close links with international organisations in Geneva and 
elsewhere. Professors in the department are very often consulted as experts in different 
international law fields. 
  
Many other research projects are conducted by members of the department in areas of 
international humanitarian law, law of international organisations, European law, 
environmental law and dispute settlement. 
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ABOUT THE ORGANISERS 

 

AILA  

Africa International Legal Awareness (AILA) is a non-profit organisation working to raise 
awareness of international economic laws and practices operating in Africa relating to 
public and private commercial and economic transactions as well as the resolution of 
disputes arising from such transactions.  It does this by enhancing legal professional 
competence amongst African legal practitioners and by raising awareness of the existing 
expertise in international economic laws in African countries.  
  
In these respects, AILA, which is authorised by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) 
in England and Wales as an external Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 
provider, organises and runs a series of training workshops and other exchanges of 
knowledge and provides a platform to promote recognition of African experts through 
our searchable online directory and our blog.  The blog, which allows for knowledge 
sharing and awareness of African international jurisprudence, regularly features articles 
on topical issues and legal updates from African jurisdictions. 
 
Our aims are to: 
 

 promote sustainable economic development in African countries through the 
advancement of knowledge, education, training, professional competence and 
practice in international economic laws or practices relating to investment, trade 
and all other economic aspects of relations which regulate international 
transactions; 
 

 advance the education of the public in African countries  in international economic 
laws and practices relating to investment, trade and all other economic aspects of 
relations which regulate international transactions by all or any of the following 
means: lectures, conferences, seminars, or other similar forms of communication, 
practical experience schemes and similar programmes, mentoring, publications, 
or by commissioning research (and publishing the results of such research); and 
 

 encourage recognition of African lawyers, arbitrators and mediators by providing 
them with a platform to promote their legal professional skills and specialities 
through our searchable online directory and to use our blog to share their 
knowledge and raise awareness of African jurisprudence by publishing regular 
articles on topical issues and legal updates from African jurisdictions. 
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PROGRAMME TIMETABLE 

 

08.30 Registration 
 

09.30 Inaugural address by Dr Ismail Selim, Director, CRCICA and by Counsellor M. Amin 
El Mahdi Former Minister of Transitional Justice and National Reconciliation; Former 
President of the Egyptian State Council; Former President of the High Administrative 
Court; Vice-Chairman CRCICA Board of Trustees 
 

09.55 Introduction by Professor Makane Moïse Mbengue, University of Geneva 
 

10.00 Keynote Speech by Professor Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, University of 
Geneva 
 

10.15 Egypt’s Experience of Investor-State Arbitrations 
Moderator: Mahmoud El-Khrashy, Head of International Law Division. Egyptian 
State Law Suits Authority 
 
The impact of the Arab Spring on investment treaty arbitration in Egypt 
Karim A. Youssef, J.S.D. Managing Partner & Head of International Arbitration & 
International Law Youssef & Partners 
 
Perspective of Egyptian State’s Counsel 
Fatma Khalifa, Counsellor, Egyptian State Law Suits Authority 
 
Perspective of Egyptian Investor’s Counsel 
Dr Karim Hafez, International Arbitrator and Law Professor, American University of 
Cairo 
  
Perspective of Egyptian Arbitrator 
Professor Dr Ahmed El Kosheri, Senior Partner, Kosheri, Rashed & Riad Legal 
Consultants & Attorneys at Law 

11.20 COFFEE 
 

11.35 Rethinking Investment Treaties 
Moderator: Rukia Baruti, Managing Director, AILA/PhD Candidate University of 
Geneva 
 
Re-evaluating the Dispute Resolution Provision in Investment Treaties 
Soaad A Hossam, PhD Candidate, Graduate Institute/MIDS, Geneva 
 
Challenges of a Treaty Negotiator 
Dr Moataz Hussein, Senior IIA Specialist, General Authority for Investments and Free 
Zones 
 
Challenges of a Treaty Drafter: Achieving Effective Language 
Professor Makane Moïse Mbengue, University of Geneva 

12.50 LUNCH 
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14.00 Investment Protection: Shifting The Balance  
Moderator: Naomi Briercliffe, Senior Associate, Allen & Overy 
 
Limiting The Scope of Investment Protection 
Mohamed Shelbaya, Partner, Shearman & Sterling LLP 
 
Investor Obligations 
Emilie Gonin, Barrister, Doughty Street Chambers 
 
Permitting Counterclaims 
Professor Nicolas Angelet, Partner, Liedekerke Wolters Waelbroeck Kirkpatrick  
 

15.00 Investment Treaties: Changing Focus 
Moderator: Hazim A. Rizkana, Managing Partner, Rizkana & Partners 
 
From Investment Protection to Investment Facilitation and Promotion 
Laura Halonen, Counsel, Lalive 
 
Making IIAs work for sustainable and inclusive development 
Hamed El-Kady, Senior Investment Policy Officer, UNCTAD 
 
Egypt’s New Investment Law and The Use of Investment Incentives 
Dr Hani Sarie El Din, Founder and Chairman, Sarie-Eldin & Partners 

16.00 CLOSING REMARKS 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS SPEAKER PROFILE 

 

 

Counsellor Mohamed Amin El Mahdi is the Former Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

and Transitional Justice, Former President of both the Egyptian State Council and the 

High Administrative Court, Vice-Chairman CRCICA Board of Trustees.  Former Judge, the 

International Criminal Tribunal, The Hague. Lecturer in the International Human Rights 

Law and International Humanitarian Law. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS SPEAKER PROFILE 

 

Dr Ismail Selim is the Director of the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial 

Arbitration, CRCICA. He graduated from Cairo University in 1997 with an LL.B., where he 

also obtained an LL.M in International Business Law from the I.D.A.I in 1999. He then 

earned his Master’s degree in Public Administration from the E.N.A, in Paris in 2001. He 

also earned a Certificate in International Commercial Arbitration from Queen Mary 

University of London in 2005. In 2007, he accomplished an internship program at the ICC 

Court of International Arbitration. In 2009, he earned his PhD from Burgundy University 

(France).  

Dr. Selim started off his carrier at the judiciary, until he joined Zulficar & Partners in 2009 

where he was promoted to Partner in January 2013. Further, in May 2015, Dr. Selim 

joined Nour and Selim in association with Al Tamimi and Company as Partner and Head 

of Dispute Resolution. In parallel to his former judicial career, Dr Selim was seconded to 

the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration from 2003 until 2007 

where he acted as Legal Advisor. In May 2016, Dr. Selim became a member of the CRCICA 

Advisory Committee.  

AS of January 2017, Dr. Selim became the Director of the CRCICA by virtue of a unanimous 

decision of its Board of Trustees. Dr. Selim teaches Private International Law at the IDAI 

since 2011. He has been constantly appointed as Presiding arbitrator, Sole Arbitrator and 

Co-Arbitrator and has acted as a Counsel in more than forty ad hoc and institutional cases 

under various rules such as CRCICA, Swiss Rules, UNCITRAL, the ICC and the DIFC-LCIA. 

Dr. Selim has published several articles in learned Egyptian and International journals. 

Dr Selim speaks fluently Arabic, French, and English. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER PROFILE 

 

Laurence Boisson de Chazournes has gained a wide-ranging reputation in academic 
circles as well as a practitioner. She is an Associate Member of the Institute of 
International Law (IDI). Her writings cover fields such as the law of international 
organizations, international economic law, international dispute settlement and 
international environmental law. At the same time, she is recognized for her role as 
advisor to many international organizations and states, as well as an arbitrator and 
counsel in various dispute settlement fora. Following her career as Senior Counsel to the 
World Bank, she has been a professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Geneva since 
1999, and was the Head of the Department of Public International Law and International 
Organization between 1999 and 2009. She has been and is a visiting professor at the 
University of Aix-Marseille III, the University of Paris I (Sorbonne), the University of Paris 
II (Panthéon-Assas) and the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies. 
She has been invited as guest lecturer at numerous universities in Europe, North America, 
Latin America, Africa and Asia. 
 
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes is a member of many editorial and advisory boards, 
including those of the American Journal of International Law, the European Journal of 
International Law, the International Organizations Law Review and the Law and Practice 
of International Courts and Tribunals. She was President of the European Society of 
International Law (ESIL) between 2012 and 2014, and was a co-chair for the 2013 Annual 
Meeting of the American Society of International Law. In addition to the Institute of 
International Law, she is a member of a number of other scientific associations. She 
directs research projects funded by Swiss, French and international agencies. She has 
authored and edited 20 books and has written over a hundred and seventy articles. 
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SPEAKER PROFILES 

 
 

Professor Dr Ahmed El-Kosheri is senior partner 
of Kosher, Rashed and Riad, a law firm in Cairo, 
Egypt.  He has participated in around 100 
arbitration cases over the last four decades, 
including Aminoil’s case against Kuwait, SPP Middle 
East/Egypt, Taba’s case against Israel, the 
sovereignty over the Islands and the delimination of 
the maritime boundary between Eritrea and 
Yemen; former judge ad hoc at the ICJ (1992-2003); 
former professor of law and president of Senghor 
University at Alexandria (1997-2003); member of 
the UN Redesign Panel for the Reform of the internal 
judicial system (2006); Vice President of the ICC 
International Court of Arbitration (1998-2009); 
member of the international Law Institute (since 
1987); member of the World Bank’s Presidential list 
of ICSID Arbitrators (since 2009).  He is also a judge 
at the World Bank Administrative Tribunal (since 
January 2010).  Winner of the GAR live achievement 
Award, (February 2014). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Emilie Gonin is a barrister at Doughty Street 
Chambers.  Her practice focuses on investment 
treaty and commercial arbitration, public 
international law and human rights.  She has acted 
as counsel in investment treaty arbitrations on 
behalf of investors as well as States.  She is also a 
lecturer on investment treaty arbitration at 
Sciences Po Paris and has provided training on 
investment treaty negotiation to government 
lawyers in Cameroun, Rwanda as well as in the 
UK.  Prior to joining Doughty Street Chambers in 
September 2015, she was an associate in the 
international arbitration department of Allen & 
Overy in London.  She is also a qualified French 
avocate à la cour.  
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Fatma Fathy Khalifa is a Counselor at the Foreign 
Disputes Department (FDD) in the Egyptian State 
Lawsuits Authority (ESLA). In that capacity, she 
handles, on behalf of the Egyptian State, numerous 
institutional (ICSID, CRCICA, PCA) and ad-hoc 
arbitrations in investment as well as commercial 
cases. Her work includes representing Egypt in 
several cases before British and American courts. 
Also she represents the Egyptian State in cases 
before the Arab Investment Court. Prior to joining 
FDD she has handled numerous cases before civil, 
criminal and administrative courts of Egypt.  
Recently she serves, on a part time basis, as a Legal 
Adviser to the Minister of Antiquities on the Grand 
Egyptian Museum project. Prior to that she served, 
also on a part time basis, as an Advisor to the 
Judicial Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. She previously worked as a Researcher at 
the Cairo Regional Centre for International 
Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA) and as a Lecturer 
of Business Law at the British University of Egypt. 
Ms. Khalifa is a graduate of Cairo University where 
she obtained a Masters degree besides finishing an 
LLM from King’s College London. Moreover, she is 
an accredited mediator by the Centre for Effective 
Dispute Resolution (CEDR). 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamed El-Kady specializes in international 
investment policies and their implications on 
national development strategies. He has been 
working with UNCTAD's Division on Investment 
and Enterprise since 2002. Mr. El-Kady is part of the 
core team drafting the World Investment Report, 
and has authored a number of UNCTAD’s series on 
International Investment Policies for Development. 
Mr. El-Kady provides technical assistance to 
Government officials and policy makers on issues 
related to international investment policies. This 
includes advisory services on the revision of model 
bilateral investment treaties (BITs), and investment 
chapters in regional free trade agreements. He 
coordinated the implementation of over forty 
international, regional and national seminars, 
workshops and conferences on investment issues 
worldwide. Mr. El-Kady is a member of UNCTAD's 
Task Force on the World Investment Forum (WIF). 
He has published various articles on international 
trade and investment policies and their 
development implications. He is a frequent panellist 
at international conferences on investment policies, 
and lecturer for various academic institutions.  
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Dr Hani Sarie-Eldin is a prominent legal practitioner 
in Egypt and Middle East with an expertise of nearly 
thirty years in corporate, banking, project finance, 
PPP Projects, arbitration and capital market.  He is 
the founder & managing partner of Sarie-Eldin & 
Partners Legal Advisors.  He is also a professor of 
Commercial and Maritime Law at Cairo University, 
and a Visiting Professor of Economic Development 
Law Queen Mary College at University of London. 
He holds a Ph.D. in International Business Law from 
Queen Mary and Westfield College, university of 
London.  Dr. Sarie El Din has acted as counsel, co-
arbitrator, Chairman, sole arbitrator and an expert 
in numerous arbitrations. He is also currently a 
Member of the Board of Trustee of the CRCICA.  In 
addition to his private professional career, Dr. 
Sarie-Eldin had served in executive and non-
executive public positions including Chairman of 
Capital Market Authority; Board member of the 
central bank of Egypt, and General Authority For 
Investment, and first official US-Egyptian Fund to 
promote investment in Egypt. He also holds inter- 
alia, the positions of Chairman of SODIC a leading 
Real Estate Development Company and vice 
Chairman of Philip Morris Egypt. 
 

 

Hazim A. Rizkana is the founding Partner of 
Rizkana & Partners. His practice focuses on 
litigation and arbitration, banking and finance, civil, 
commercial and private law, aircraft finance, 
mergers and acquisitions, securities, trademarks 
and patents. He also assists multinational 
companies and assists in drafting and reviewing the 
new Banking Law, the Acquisition Rules under the 
Capital Market Law, the Mediation Law and the 
amendments to the Competition Law.  He has 
served as a member of several dispute resolution 
boards and has acted as an attorney in a number of 
ad hoc arbitrations and before the ICC and the 
CRCICA.  He has also assisted in an arbitration 
before the Sugar Association in London and acted 
for the Egyptian Government at the International 
Center for Settlement of Investment Disputes 
(ICSID).  He is the exclusive winner of "Client Choice 
Award" Litigation for Egypt 2015.  He is ranked on 
Tier 1 in Dispute Resolution by Chambers Global 
[Egypt], (2009 through 2015). Also, he is “Leading 
Lawyer – IFLR 2009 through 2015”.  Hazim is the 
lead partner on the firm's top competition law 
disputes. Clients say: "He is very knowledgeable 
and has a wealth of experience. “Chambers Global 
2015, Dispute Resolution [Egypt]. 
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Dr Karim Hafez previously led what Legal 500 
called "the leading arbitration practice across the 
Middle East", prosecuting and defending some of 
the region's highest-profile cases. He now sits as a 
full-time arbitrator on some of the world's largest 
disputes across a range of industries, with 
particular focus on construction, energy, 
technology, investment and finance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Karim A. Youssef is the managing partner and 
head of international arbitration and international 
law practices at Youssef & Partners in Cairo, Egypt. 
His practice focuses on commercial arbitration, 
investment treaty arbitration and international law.  
He has acted as counsel, party-appointed or 
presiding arbitrator in over 85 international 
arbitrations under a variety of rules. He has also 
acted in ad hoc arbitrations governed by national 
laws. Karim represents regional and international 
clients in high-profile local and regional disputes 
and large-value claims, across a wide array of 
industries and sectors.  Highlights of his counsel 
work include representing investors in investment 
treaty claims, including in Cementos La Union SA & 
Aridos Jativa SLU v.  Arab Republic of Egypt and, 
previously, representing the CBC Channel in 
commercial claims against Egyptian satirist Bassem 
Youssef.  He also acts as counsel or arbitrator in 
some of the largest commercial claims arising from 
the Arab Spring, including in disputes concerning 
the post–2011 unwinding of Moubarak-era 
privatization transactions.  He holds ranking on 
Chambers Global and on Who’s Who Legal. He was 
educated at Yale Law School, the University of Paris 
and the University of Cairo. 
 



15 
 

 

Laura Halonen is counsel at LALIVE. She 
specialises in public international law and 
international arbitration, with particular emphasis 
on investment arbitration. She has acted as counsel, 
arbitrator and tribunal secretary in numerous 
international arbitration proceedings under the 
rules of ICSID, UNCITRAL, ICC, WIPO, Swiss 
Chambers, LCIA, SCC and FCC in relation to 
investment, privatisation, and other international 
contract disputes, in particular in the energy, 
transport, finance and telecommunications sectors. 
She also advises clients on matters relating to 
English law and international law, including law of 
treaties, human rights law, law of the sea and law on 
natural resources. Laura co-ordinates the pro bono 
work of LALIVE and has taken time off her 
professional activities to do voluntary work in 
Kenya and Namibia.  Laura is a member of the IBA 
and many arbitration-specific associations.  She also 
sits on the advisory board of the European 
Federation for Investment Law and Arbitration.  She 
holds a BCL and MA (Jurisp) (Oxon) from the 
University of Oxford as well as a Post Graduate 
Diploma in Legal Practice from the Oxford Institute 
of Legal Practice.  She speaks English, French and 
Finnish and plays ice hockey in her free time. 
 

 
 

Mahmoud El-Khrashy is the Head of the 
International Law Division of the Foreign Disputes 
Department in the Egyptian State Lawsuits 
Authority (ESLA). He is a visiting lecturer of 
Arbitration Law in the Egyptian National Centre for 
Judicial Studies (NCJS) and a former visiting 
lecturer of Arbitration Law in Law Faculty – 
Alexandria University and a former Visiting 
Lecturer of Law in International Transport and 
Logistics College – Arab Academy for Science, 
Technology & Maritime Transport.   He is a member 
of the Expert Committee on UNCITRAL Rules 
reform established by UNCITRAL Committee and 
CIDS University - Geneva and a member of the 
taskforce on Third Party Funding established by 
ICCA and Queen Mary University. He was a former 
member of the Egyptian negotiating team for the 
interpretation of US/Egypt BIT and a former 
Member of the Egyptian Higher Authority for 
International Arbitrations.  He is Egypt’s lead 
Counsel in 41 international arbitrations, under 
ICSID, UNCITRAL, the OIC Investment Treaty, the 
Arab Investment Court, CRCICA and the ICC. 
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Professor Makane Moïse Mbengue is Associate 
Professor of International Law at the Faculty of Law 
of the University of Geneva. Prof. Mbengue is also an 
Affiliated Professor at Sciences Po Paris (School of 
Law). He holds a Ph.D. in Public International Law 
from the University. He acts as a professor for 
courses in international law organized by the 
United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (OLA) and by 
the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research (UNITAR). Prof. Mbengue acts as counsel 
in disputes before international courts and 
tribunals. He was the Lead Expert for the African 
Union on the Negotiation and Drafting of the Pan-
African Investment Code (PAIC). 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Moataz Hussein is a Senior IIAs Specialist at The 
General Authority for Investment & Free Zones 
(GAFI), The Egyptian Ministry of Investment.  He 
joined GAFI in 2002, and currently he is a team 
leader at the International Cooperation 
Department, responsible for drafting and 
negotiating IIAs, besides playing a key role in 
modernizing the Egyptian BITs Model.  He holds a 
Bachelor in Economics & Political Science from 
Cairo University and a Master Degree in Public 
Administration from the Arab Academy for Sciences 
&Technologies–Arab League.   He also holds a PhD 
Degree in Euro Mediterranean Advanced Studies 
from The Faculty of Economics &Political Science-
Cairo University in cooperation with a consortium 
of European universities. (Thesis in English on: “The 
Role of International Investment Agreements in 
Protecting National Security”). He also teaches 
International Relations at the Faculty of Economic 
Studies & Political Science.  He has participated in 
many training programs on IIAs, ISDS, Negotiations 
and International Arbitration. He has represented 
Egypt in many international conferences and 
workshops organized by many international 
organizations including, UNCTAD, OECD, IISD and 
South Centre.  In has also published several articles 
in the area of IIAs.  Prior to joining GAFI he worked 
with political and economic research centres, for 
the Egyptian Radio & T.V Union as a Political Editor. 
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Mohamed Shelbaya is a partner in Shearman & 
Sterling’s International Arbitration Group based in 
the Paris office. He has represented companies, 
States and State-owned entities in more than 30 
commercial and investment treaty arbitrations, 
with a particular focus on arbitrations in the oil & 
gas sector and/or involving interests in the Middle 
East. He also has experience advising Egyptian 
State-owned energy companies regarding the 
management of the gas supply situation resulting 
from the Egyptian revolution of 2011 as well as 
negotiating on their behalf with their major 
upstream and downstream counterparties. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Naomi Briercliffe Solicitor Advocate in Allen & 
Overy LLP’s London office, specialising in 
international and investment arbitration and public 
international law.   

  
Her practice has a focus on disputes arising in the 
energy sector and as a result of international 
infrastructure projects.  She has acted for clients in 
arbitrations arising under the ICC, LCIA, ICSID, 
UNCITRAL, SCC and SIAC rules, as well as in cases 
before International Court of Justice and Iran-U.S. 
Claims Tribunal.   

  
Naomi has been counsel and appeared as advocate 
in commercial, investor-State and State-to-State 
cases.  She also regularly gives advice to clients on 
the structuring of foreign investments, managing 
issues under complex contracts, treaty 
interpretation and other commercial and 
international law matters. 

  
Naomi is the author of a number of articles and 
recently co-edited an African Union guide for States 
on litigating boundary disputes. She regularly gives 
training and presentations on issues relating to 
international investment law.  For the past three 
years, she has been involved in an UNCTAD and IDB 
training programme for States on international 
investment agreement reform in Casablanca.  She 
has also been a lecturer at Sciences Po University in 
Paris in international investment law. 
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Professor Nicolas Angelet is professor of 
international law at the Université Libre de 
Bruxelles where he notably lectures on 
international investment law. He was a visiting 
professor at Université Aix-Marseille, France, and 
Ca Foscari University of Venice, Italy. Nicolas is a 
member of the ICSID panel of conciliators 
(appointed by Belgium) and of the ICSID panel of 
arbitrators (appointed by Burundi).  
 
He is a member of the Brussels Bar and a partner 
with Liedekerke law firm where he heads the public 
international law practice. He has extensive 
experience as counsel in investment arbitration. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rukia Baruti is a qualified solicitor in England & 
Wales with legal practice experience in litigation 
and international arbitration. She is the founder and 
Managing Director at Africa International Legal 
Awareness (AILA), a not-for-profit organisation 
working to build professional legal competence and 
encourage recognition of existing expertise among 
African lawyers in international economic 
laws.  Prior to founding AILA, Rukia practised law at 
SJ Berwin’s International Arbitration Group in 
London.  She also held the position of Vice-
President of the London Court of International 
Arbitration (LCIA) Africa Users’ Council.  She 
benefits from experience in the roles of counsel, 
arbitrator and tribunal secretary in arbitrations 
conducted under various arbitration rules.  She is 
currently completing a PhD at the University of 
Geneva on investment laws in Africa with a focus on 
the regional approach to regulating foreign 
investment in Southern and Eastern Africa.  
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SOaad Hossam is an arbitration practitioner based 
between Paris and Geneva. She is currently 
pursuing a PhD at the Graduate Institute for 
International and Development Studies in Geneva. 
Lately, she has been appointed as an expert 
consultant advising EU companies on prospects for 
foreign direct investment (FDI) in GCC countries. 
 
Soaad has a diverse professional background where 
she practised in the international arbitration groups 
of several leading international law firms in Egypt, 
Paris, Geneva, and at the ICC International Court of 
Arbitration in Paris. She previously has served as a 
prosecutor for two years at the Egyptian Ministry of 
Justice (Administrative Prosecution Authority) and 
a guest lecturer for teaching “International 
Arbitration Courses” at ABA-ROLI CLE training 
programs for young lawyers, Judges and other 
professionals. 
 
Soaad studied in both the Egyptian and Swiss law 
systems with the highest marks; she is the holder of 
over forty-five prizes for academic achievements. 
She holds a Master of Laws in International Dispute 
Settlement from the Graduate Institute / the 
University of Geneva as well as Post-Graduate 
Diplomas in Private Law and Arbitration from Cairo 
University. 
 
She regularly publishes articles in leading journals 
and frequently participates as speaker or 
moderator at conferences on international dispute 
resolution topics.  
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International Arbitration – Middle East 
 
 

A DEDICATED PRACTICE 
 
Shearman & Sterling’s International Arbitration Practice is widely recognized as one of the finest in the world. 

The group includes over 100 fully dedicated lawyers with a wide variety of professional and cultural 

backgrounds, operating from our offices in Abu Dhabi, Beijing, Dubai, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, London, Milan, 

New York, Paris, Saudi Arabia, Shanghai, Singapore and Washington, DC. They are able to conduct 

arbitrations in English, Arabic, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Chinese. 

We offer clients assistance, representation and advice at all stages of the arbitration process, including pre-

arbitral negotiations, the conduct of arbitral proceedings, advocacy at trial, and the challenge and enforcement 

of arbitral awards. The group also appears before national courts to prosecute or defend applications for interim 

measures in support of arbitration, such as injunctions, attachments and orders preserving evidence. 

The group has extensive experience as counsel in arbitrations under the rules of all major international arbitral 

institutions. Our global team has acted as counsel in the resolution of 800 international disputes. These have 

included numerous international arbitrations related to the Middle East, and a number of the most high profile 

disputes in the region. Members of the team also regularly act as arbitrator and as expert in both commercial 

and investment treaty arbitrations. 

Our firm hosts one of the largest team of Middle East-focused International Arbitration lawyers, including 

nine native Arabic speakers. The team handles a large share of the most sensitive disputes involving major 

economic and geopolitical interests in the Middle East. Clients come to us for high-value and high-stakes 

disputes. 

 

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE 
 
Recent or pending cases related to the Middle East include the representation of: 

 Egyptian State-owned companies Egyptian Natural Gas Holding Company (EGAS) and Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation (EGPC), as well as the Arab Republic of Egypt, in four arbitrations 
seated, respectively, in Geneva, Cairo, The Hague and Washington, DC. The arbitrations involve 
claims in excess of USD 8 billion and arose from the termination of an English law gas supply 
agreement relating to the export of Egyptian gas to Israel. 

 A Middle Eastern businessman in an ICC arbitration in Geneva related to the dissolution of a long-
standing family partnership governed by Kuwaiti law. Over USD 2.3 billion is at stake. 

 EGAS in an ICC arbitration in Paris initiated by Spanish Egyptian Gas Company S.A.E. (SEGAS) 
and in two CRCICA arbitrations initiated by Union Fenosa Gas (UFG). The arbitrations, which 
involve claims in excess of USD 3 billion, arose under a tolling agreement governed by English law 
and a related long-term gas supply agreement governed by Egyptian law. In a precedent-setting 
award on the English law of assignment, the ICC Tribunal dismissed all claims against EGAS. 

 The Dow Chemical Company in an ICC arbitration in London against Petrochemical Industries 
Company (PIC) arising out of the failure of the latter to close a large M&A transaction. English law 
applied. Dow was awarded more than USD 2.47 billion. PIC’s challenge to the award in the High 
Court in London, brought under the English Arbitration Act, was rejected, as was PIC’s application 
for leave to appeal. 

CONTACTS 

 
 

Emmanuel Gaillard, Partner 
Head of International Arbitration 

T +33 1 53 89 70 00 
egaillard@shearman.com 

 
 

Mohamed Shelbaya, Partner 
T +33 1 53 89 70 00 

mohamed.shelbaya@shearman.com 

 
 

Alex Bevan, Partner 
T +971 2 410 8121 

abevan@shearman.com 

 

mailto:abevan@shearman.com
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Rizkana & Partners 
 

Rizkana & Partners was established in early 2016 by four founding Partners each of 
whom founded Rizkana & Partners with a background of multi-jurisdictional legal 
service.  Our Partners have brought together an established synergy from years of 
working together to service our clients with a collective vision of providing quality legal 
advice based on in-depth knowledge of local laws and regulations and a grasp of 
international legal principles.   
 
Our capabilities are extended furthermore through our assembled team of highly 
qualified, internationally trained, experienced and ethically conscientious attorneys 
specializing in a number of legal fields.  Our teams’ experience is diverse. It comprises of 
advising, and consulting and conducting sophisticated and complex transactions in an 
array of fields such as corporate, mergers and acquisitions, commercial, banking and 
finance, aviation, securities, employment, telecommunications and hospitality.  Equally 
strong, our litigation and arbitration teams are highly experienced with an excelling track 
record in all areas of dispute resolution including litigation, arbitration, mediation and 
conciliation in numerous industries. 
 
We are confident that we have brought together the capabilities and resources to best 
serve our clients through our combined legal knowledge and experience and our 
exposure to and understanding of the business and commercial context in which our 
clients function. Our years of experience secure the confidence needed by our clients who 
can rely on legal guidance founded on a solid grasp of the law and addressing the 
practicalities faced by our clients. Our attorneys have the far-sight to assist our clients in 
legal planning, risk management and strategizing.  Our approach is to listen to and work 
with our clients to achieve their objectives efficiently within their expectations as to time, 
quality and responsiveness.  
 
Because we know that a successful establishment is based on a positive and welcoming 
workspace, we have designed our offices using modern biogeometry principles. This 
modern science is based on navigating the positive energy forces that are within us 
through using chosen materials and positioning that aims to put you and us continuously 
at ease within our offices–because we believe that you are central to our establishment.  
Welcome to Rizkana & Partners.  

 



The Disputes Powerhouse

LaLive is an international law firm, with offices in 
Switzerland (Geneva and Zurich), and in Doha, Qatar 
(LaLive in Qatar LLC). It is renowned for its expertise 
in international legal matters, in particular international 
commercial and investment arbitration.

the firm’s international arbitration group is currently 
comprised of 36 full time arbitration lawyers, including 11 
Partners, 1 Of Counsel and 4 Counsel. The firm currently 
handles over 160 international disputes as counsel or 
arbitrator, including 13 governed by investment treaties, 
with a total amount at stake of over USD 30 billion.

The firm comprises lawyers and legal advisers from over 
fifteen countries who together speak more than a dozen 
languages and whose legal expertise covers Switzerland 
and several other key jurisdictions. They advise and 
represent clients in Switzerland and on a global basis, with 
particular emphasis on Europe, the Middle East, Central 
Asia, Africa, and South America. 

The firm’s arbitration specialists have been involved 
in arbitration proceedings conducted in all the major 
arbitration venues and under all the main international 
arbitration rules, covering disputes involving construction 
and infrastructure projects, resource concessions, 
investment agreements, procurement contracts, joint  
ventures, shareholders agreements, mergers and 
acquisitions, and sales and distribution agreements.  

Relevant industries include energy, telecommunications, 
construction and real estate, commodities, life sciences 
and biotechnology. 

The firm also has long-standing experience in public 
international law and matters involving States and 
international organisations. It has strengthened its 
public international law practice with the appointment  
of Professor Jorge E. Viñuales as Of Counsel, a leading 
academic and practitioner in this area.

LALIVE

35 rue de la Mairie
1207 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel. +41 58 105 2000
Fax +41 58 105 2060

LALIVE

Stampfenbachplatz 4
8042 Zürich
Switzerland
Tel. +41 58 105 2100 
Fax +41 58 105 2160

LALIVE IN QATAR LLC

QFC Tower 1
Doha
Qatar
Tel. +974 449 67247
Fax +974 449 67244

Recent rankings

GAR 30 – Global Arbitration Review 2016 1st non-global firm, 10th worldwide

Who’s Who Legal: Arbitration 2016 1st non-global firm, 6th worldwide, 10 lawyers ranked

Who’s Who Legal Switzerland: Arbitration 2016 Leading Swiss firm, 10 lawyers ranked

Who’s Who Legal: Future Leaders in Arbitration 2016
8 lawyers ranked, including 2 among the top 45 
worldwide

Chambers Global: Int’l Arbitration 2016 Only non-global firm, top 20 worldwide

Chambers Europe: Int’l Arbitration 2016 Leading Swiss firm, top 12 in Europe

Chambers Switzerland: Arbitration 2016 Band 1 and 9 “key individuals”

Legal 500 Switzerland: Dispute Resolution 2016 First tier
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Youssef & Partners is a full-service firm with an international outlook. The 

firm’s flagship practice is commercial and treaty arbitration, and high-end 

and diverse litigation, with a focus on complex and high-value disputes. Our 

unparalleled depth of multinational expertise, strong business sense, and 

remarkable track record maximizes clients’ results. 

Youssef & Partners Experience Highlights in Investment Treaty Arbitration 
and Commercial Claims Arising From State and State Entities Contracts: 

 Representing global cement group (Cementos La Union) in World Bank treaty 
claims (ICSID Case No. ARB/13/29) 

 Representing Egyptian investors in arbitration claims in excess of USD 100 million 
arising from the unwinding of a Mubarak-era privatization transaction 

 Representing investors in ICC proceedings involving claims in excess of USD 1.2 
billion, arising from the unwinding of a mega-project in a Middle Eastern state 

 Representing one of the Middle East’s largest construction companies in claims 
arising from contracts for the construction of a national highway in an African state 

 Representing one of the Middle East’s largest construction companies in defending 
claims by an EMP subcontractor arising from a national project in an African state 
 

Awards & Honors: Karim A. Youssef, Managing Partner 
 

Who’s Who Legal – Arbitration, 2014–2017 

Who’s Who Legal Arbitration’s Future Global Leaders 2017  

Chambers Global Dispute Resolution: Arbitration – Egypt  

Arbitration Law Experts – Egypt 

Al Dispute Resolution Awards 2015, Middle East Arbitrator of the Year  

Arbitration law experts: The Premier International Guide To Leading 

Arbitrators Expert Guides: The World’s Leading Lawyers Chosen By Their Peers 

For more information, please contact: 
General and media enquiries (media@youssef.law) | Recruitment (recruitment@youssef.law) 
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FIRM PROFILE  
 

Zulficar & Partners is an international corporate law 

and arbitration practice firm based in the Nile City 

Building in the heart of Cairo, Egypt.  It mainly 

specializes in Arbitration and ADR, Banking, Capital 

Market procedures and transactions, Competition 

law, Construction law and practice, IT law, Litigation, 

Mergers and Acquisitions, Oil & Gas, Project 

Finance, Real Estate, Telecommunications law and 

practice, and Tourism and Leisure. The Firm offers a comprehensive range of state-of-the-art legal 

services to a diverse array of commercial, industrial, and financial clients both in Egypt and 

internationally. Formally established in June 2009, the Firm has 10 partners and more than 65 associates 

and is continuously expanding to cater for the ever-increasing demand for its leading and high quality 

services. 
 

As a market leader, and drawing on the unparalleled expertise of its partners and associates, the Firm 

brings to the legal market a blend of exceptional individual skills as well as more than 35 years of legal 

experience.  The Firm prides itself as having star quality partners and associates possessing recognized 

track records in establishing precedents and introducing innovative solutions and structures through 

creative and proactive problem solving approaches.  The Firm aspires and pledges to provide its clients 

with top quality legal services to serve and enhance their business needs.  Possessing a culture of rich 

values of professional ethics and social responsibility, the Firm continuously offers cutting edge spot on 

advice that distinguishes it and makes a difference for its Clients.  
 

The Firm is currently growing at an accelerated pace and has already established itself as a market leader 

and precedent maker.  The Firm is regularly ranked as the top tier practice in various practice areas in 

notable directories including: Chambers & Partners, Global Arbitration Review (GAR), Legal 500, 

IFLR and IFLR 1000. In 2015 and 2016, the Firm is the only Egyptian firm featuring amongst the GAR 

100 Guide to leading international arbitration firms.   
 

ARBITRATION EXPERIENCE   
 

The Firm’s solid and world-class arbitration practice is founded on a combination of knowledge, 

expertise, creativity, and strategic dispute management. We pride ourselves as market pioneers in the 

world of arbitration, where we regularly prosecute cases under major institutional rules and in ad-hoc 

proceedings. Possessing the necessary skills and unrivalled expertise, Partners and Associates of the 

Firm’s Arbitration Group are successfully able to conduct international arbitral proceedings in diverse 

jurisdictions, under various laws, and in different languages with highest standards of efficiency and 

professionalism. 
 

The Firm is well positioned and recognized for successfully prosecuting high value and highly complex 

arbitral proceedings with an exceptional track record of excellence. Amongst its most recent caseload 

are commercial and investment disputes pertaining to telecommunications, power and infrastructure, 

construction, oil & gas (including gas-pricing disputes), hotel management, sale of goods, financial 

services, real estate development, maritime and transport, commercial representation, and joint ventures. 

With a proven track record of success and owing to its unique standing in the region, the Firm is 

increasingly instructed to represent investors and governmental entities in arbitral proceedings spanning 

the business and investment spectra under major institutional rules including the CRCICA, ICC, ICSID, 

LCIA, SIAC, etc., and in the context of ad hoc proceedings governed by the UNCITRAL rules, the 

English Arbitration Act, the Egyptian Arbitration Law, etc.  
 

The Firm’s Arbitration Group is headed by Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab who, in addition to 

being a Founding Partner of the Firm, is recognized as a world-class leading arbitration practitioner, 

who regularly features in international arbitration proceedings as arbitrator, counsel or expert. The 

Firm’s Arbitration Group also benefits from the expertise of Dr. Ingy Badawy who is a Founding Partner, 

head of the M&As Group and holder of a doctorate from the Sorbonne entitled “International 

Arbitration and uniform substantive Rules”. The Arbitration Group also includes more than 20 highly 

talented associates who specialize in prosecuting arbitral proceedings across the investment and 

commercial spectra. 
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 ESTABLISHMENT, RECOGNITION AND STRUCTURE  

 CRCICA is the first arbitration centre in Africa established by the Asian African Legal Consultative Organization (AALCO) in 1979.  

As an independent non-profit international organization, CRCICA enjoys all the privileges and immunities of international organizations 

working in Egypt by dint of the Headquarters Agreement concluded between the AALCO and the Government of Egypt in 1987.  

 The Cairo Centre is widely considered as a neutral venue vis-à-vis all parties including the host State. Within this context, the African 

Development Bank ranked CRCICA as one of the Best Arbitration Centres across the African Continent and Elsewhere (April 2014). 

 CRCICA is on the White List of the GAR Guide to Regional Arbitration in 2017 Middle East and Africa  

 CRCICA has a solid institutional structure governed by an international Board of Trustees composed of 20 eminent figures from 10 

countries and is supported by an Advisory Committee of 16 eminent practitioners from 6 countries.  

ARBITRATION  

 The Arbitration Rules of the Cairo Centre are based on the 

UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules with some minor amendments 

emanating mainly from the Centre’s role as an arbitral institution 

and an appointing authority. Latest version of the Rules was 

issued in 2011 and was very well received on the regional and 

international levels.  

 In 2014, for the first time since its inception, CRCICA issued 

Practice Notes determining the discretion and role of the Centre 

as well as its policies regarding eight significant institutional 

decisions under its Arbitration Rules. 

 The record number of CRCICA annual cases is 91 cases scored in 

2016 and the record amount in dispute nears 4 billion US $ scored 

in 2012.  

 Parties to CRCICA arbitrations as well as arbitrators appointed 

in CRCICA administered cases come from more than 50 

countries all over the globe. 

 Since 2012, CRCICA has been the seat of the first in Africa 

Alternative Hearing Centre of the International Court of Sports 

Arbitration (ICAS). 

 CRCICA owes a state-of-the-art international hearing centre 

blooming from Cairo out to the Afro-Asian Region.  

EVENTS AND TRAINING  

 CRCICA events established a trans-cultural forum conforming regional practice with international norms and has taken the lead to 

enhance regional cultural literacy in understanding international trade and investment legal texts.  

 In 2016, CRCICA inaugurated its new Conferences and Training Centre acknowledged as a unique venue in Africa and Middle East. 

 The most popular series of conferences is the Sharm El Sheikh Conferences held biennially on the role of State courts in international 

arbitration since 2005. With an average representation of 30 countries, this biennial Conference “has become quite a landmark in the 

field of arbitration” (Mr. Renaud Sorieul, Secretary UNCITRAL). 

 CRCICA has been a regional host of official conferences organized by international trade, investment, development and arbitral 

organizations such as the UNCITRAL, the UNCTAD, the World Bank, the EU, the IFCAI, the WTO, the FOCAC, the FIDIC, SOAS 

University of London.... etc.  

 Regional and international participation in CRCICA events reached 40% of the total number of attendees.  Non-Arab African countries 

remarkably get into the scene and recently, the whole Afro-Asian Region grows into wide representation in CRCICA Events. 

 CRCICA holds various training courses on arbitration, mediation and advocacy in cooperation with the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, 

the American Bar Association and a range of other international training providers.  

PUBLICATIONS 

 CRCICA publishes the Journal of Arab Arbitration, which is issued semi-annually as the first Arab journal on the development and 

practice of international commercial arbitration. 

 Three English volumes of CRCICA arbitral awards were published by Kluwer Law International and Lambert Academic Publishing.  

Seven Arabic volumes were also published, the eighth is under print.  Regional practitioners consider such volumes as “a didactic 

landmark in Arab arbitration literature”.   
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Département de droit International 
Public et Organisation Internationale 
Université de Genève 
Uni Mail 
Boulevard Du Pont D'Arve 
1205 Geneva, Switzerland 
www.unige.ch/droit  

Africa International Legal Awareness 
c/o Thomas Innes 
Steptoe & Johnson 

5 Aldermanbury Square 
London, EC2V 7HR  

United Kingdom 
www.aila.org.uk  
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