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About the African Arbitration Association
The African Arbitration Association (AfAA) was established in June 2018. It
is a non-governmental organisation (NGO) that works to develop the
practice of international arbitration and international dispute resolution in
Africa and to promote African arbitral seats and African arbitration
practitioners globally.
The AfAA is the only genuine pan-African organisation that has been
established by Africans to address issues affecting the development of
international arbitration on the continent. In recognition of the significance
of its establishment, the AfAA won the Best Development Award at the
Global Arbitration Review Awards in its first year.
The AfAA is also Africa’s promotional body for international arbitration and
other forms of international dispute resolution. It enhances awareness of
Africa-related arbitration and ADR events and activities; facilitates
coordination among members of the African arbitration community and
recognizes those who have made great contributions to the development
of international arbitration and ADR in Africa. Members of the AfAA include
leading international arbitration and ADR practitioners as well as African
arbitration institutions and initiatives.
The AfAA aims to be the reference point for Africa-related international
arbitration. In this regard, it provides a free online one-stop resource
comprising of an African Arbitration Legislation tool and a searchable
Directory of African international arbitrators.
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About the Conference
The

2nd AfAA Annual Conference will feature the most sought-after
speakers on international arbitration in Africa. It will discuss reforms and
innovation in international dispute resolution impacting Africa. Topics
covered include:
 The AfCFTA Investment Protocol: An Opportunity to Converge and
Propel the Pan African Investment Code
 Dispute Resolution in African Regional Investment Agreements:
Innovation or Stagnation?
 Current Initiatives and Proposals on ISDS Reform at Multilateral Levels
 African Perspectives on Current ISDS Reform Options
 The Singapore Mediation Convention: a game changer for mediation
in cross-border disputes?
 Cross-cultural Issues in Mediation: An African Mediator’s Perspective
 High-Tech in International Arbitration and its Risks
 Belt and Road Initiative: What it means for Dispute Resolution in Africa
 Protecting Human Rights through Arbitration: The Hague Rules on
Business and Human Rights Arbitration
 Efficiency in International Arbitration: The Young Practitioner’s
Perspective
The Conference will conclude with the announcement of the AfAA Awards
2020 winners in recognition and celebration of the important contributions
of African arbitration and ADR practitioners and institutions to the practice
and development of international dispute resolution.
The main working language of the conference is English
simultaneous interpretation into French.
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Keynote Speaker
Stephen Karangizi is the Director and Chief Executive Officer of
the African Legal Support Facility. He has been with the ALSF
since October 2011. As Director, he is responsible for the oversight
of the Facilities projects in the areas of negotiations of
agreements in the natural resource sector, the energy sector;
infrastructure developments (especially PPPs); investment
agreements and related commercial and business transactions; as
well as debt management and litigation.
Prior to joining the ALSF, he was Deputy Secretary General
(Programmes) of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA) from 2008 to 2011. His major achievements
during that period included participating in the negotiations of the Economic Partnership
Agreement with the European Union (between 2006 and 2010); participating in the
negotiations between COMESA, EAC and SADC to establish a Tripartite Arrangement; and
coordinating the different programmes of COMESA including trade and investment and
infrastructure.
He was also the Legal Advisor for COMESA from 1997 to 2008. During the time he was
Legal Advisor of COMESA his major achievements included: leading the Legal Team that
worked with the World Bank to establish the African Trade Insurance Agency (the only
African Institution that provides political risk insurance cover); coordinating major
programme that supported African States to introduce and modernise Public
Procurement Laws; establishing a Regional Court and representing COMESA before the
regional court; Providing legal advice on major regional projects (infrastructure, trade and
investment) both transactions and policy; and leading the regional legal team that
negotiated the post-Cotonou Economic Partnership Agreement with the European Union.
Over a 37 year career as a lawyer, he also served as a Legal Advisor for the Governments
of Antigua and Barbuda (West Indies), Uganda and Zimbabwe after starting off in private
legal practice. Mr. Karangizi was also Chairman of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) in July 2006. He also served as Chairman of the
UNCITRAL working group on the Model Law on Public Procurement from 2004 to 2008
that eventually led to the revision of the 1994 Model Law.
Mr. Karangizi holds Bachelor of Law Degree with Honours (LL.B. with Honours) from
Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda and Masters in Laws (LL.M) Degree from the
University of Zimbabwe. In addition, he also holds a Bachelor of Law degree (Post
Graduate Degree for Legal Practice from the University of Zimbabwe) and a Post Graduate
Diploma in Legal Practice (Law Development Centre of Uganda) where he was awarded
the Attorney General’s prize for the best bar student. He is enrolled as a Legal Practitioner
of the High Court of Zimbabwe and an Advocate of the High Court of Uganda.
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Local Knowledge
International Expertise
EL SAWAH LAW | PARIS is a Paris-based law firm primarily dedicated to businesses in the
Middle East & Africa. We specialise in International Law, Dispute Resolution and Projects. We
combine international expertise with local knowledge. Our lawyers are dual national and
dual-qualified and have trained and practised in international law firms and multinationals in
Cairo, Paris, London, Athens, Beirut, Casablanca, Dakar, Bamako and Riad. Our cross-cultural
skills give us a genuine understanding of the cultural background of our local and
multinational clients. We have deep knowledge and substantial expertise in handling complex
matters of international arbitration and cross-border litigation in the EMEA Region,
conducted in Arabic, English, French and Greek. We have a robust track-record of winning
international commercial and investment arbitrations and court judgments. Our Projects
team combines the necessary cultural understanding, legal expertise and business acumen to
provide insightful analysis, industry knowledge, quality and innovative solutions for both
private and public sector clients. The team advises more particularly on all aspects of ESG and
CSR, sustainable growth and energy transition, corporate and projects in OHADA.
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Established in 1989, Aztan is an
impressive group of lawyers with a
rapidly worldwide growing reputation.
Widely regarded for its impressive
commercial and corporate offerings,
particularly in financial services, crossborder investments, international
procurement, project and Islamic
finance, M&A work. It is recognized for
its litigation capabilities, international
arbitration,
with
additional
accomplishments in the oil, gas and
mining sectors, telecommunications, IP
in addition to the agriculture sector. It
represents a number of major
international clients. (In Chambers &
Partners: “Sources praising the team as
"energetic and focused."). The head office of the firm is in Sudan, with a
partnership in South Sudan under the name Aztan, Sulaf & Associates, and
partnerships in Kenya and Dubai. The firm established cooperation relationships,
connections and associations with a number of firms in Europe, the USA, the GCC,
and the Middle East and across the African Continent.
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Programme
Wednesday, 14 APRIL 2021
(14:00 PM – 16.15 PM) (GMT)
Annual General Assembly

DAY 1 – Thursday, 15 April 2021 (All times are in GMT)
(08.25AM – 08.30AM)
Welcome Remarks: Dr Rukia Baruti, Secretary General, African Arbitration Association
(08.30AM – 08.40AM)
Opening Remarks: Chief Bayo Ojo, SAN, Principal Partner, Bayo Ojo & Co. & President, African
Arbitration Association
(08.40AM – 09.00AM)
Keynote Address: Stephen Karangizi, Director &CEO, African Legal Support Facility
(09.00AM – 10.30AM)
Morning Session 1
Panel 1 - The AfCFTA Investment Protocol: An Opportunity to Converge and Propel the Pan African
Investment Code
Moderators: Kamal Shah, Partner, Stephenson Harwood
Panelists
Dr. Stefanie Schacherer, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, National University of Singapore
Mrs Naa Lamle Orleans-Lindsay, Head of Legal Division, Ghana Investment Promotion Centre
Dr Wilfred Mutubwa, Principal, Mutubwa and Company Advocates
Jackson Kern, Of Counsel, Addis Law Group LLP
COFFEE BREAK
(10:30AM – 11:00AM)
(11:00AM – 12:30PM)
Morning Session 2
Panel 2 - Dispute Resolution in African Regional Investment Agreements: Innovation or
Stagnation?
Moderator: Chief Gbola Akinola, FCIArb, Partner, The Law Union
Panelists
Jackwell Feris, Director, Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc
Hicham Zegrary, Secretary General, Centre International de Médiation et d'Arbitrage de Casablanca
Dr Sylvie Bebohi Ebongo, Research officer, Association for the Promotion of Arbitration in Africa
Andrea Lapunzina Veronelli, Legal Counsel & PCA Representative in Mauritius, PCA
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LUNCH BREAK
(12:30PM – 14:00)
(14:00PM – 15:30PM)
Afternoon Session 1
Panel 3 – Current Initiatives and Proposals on ISDS Reform at Multilateral Levels
Moderator: Lise Bosman, Executive Director, ICCA, Senior Legal Consultant, PCA
Panelists
Aïssatou Diop, Legal Counsel, International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes
Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi, Registrar / CEO, Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration
Anna Joubin-Bret, Secretary, United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
Patience Okala, Legal Adviser, Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission
COFFEE BREAK
(15:30PM – 16:00PM)
(16:00PM – 17:30PM)
Afternoon Session 2
Panel 4 – African Perspectives on Current ISDS Reform Options
Moderator: Karel Daele, Head of International Arbitration, Mischon de Reya LLP
Panelists
Mouhamed Kebe, Managing Partner, Geni & Kebe Lawyers
Susan Kimani, Legal Counsel, Permanent Court of Arbitration
Mohamed H. Negm, State Counsel, Egyptian State Lawsuits Authority, Ministry of Justice
Prof. Dr Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab, Founding Partner, and Head of International, Arbitration, Oil & Gas
and Construction, Zulficar & Partners Law Firm; Chair of Private International Law, Cairo University

DAY 2 – Friday, 16 April 2021 (All times are in GMT)
(09.00AM – 10.30AM)
Morning Session 1
Panel 5 – Mediation is Definitely NOT the Poor Cousin of Arbitration
Moderator:

Njeri Kariuki, Owner, Njeri Kariuki Advocate

Panelists
Nicola Muriuki, Solicitor & Accredited Mediator
Olusola Adegbonmire, Senior Managing Partner, Sola Ajijola & Co.
Olivia K. Matovu, Partner, Ligomarc Advocates
Dr Adeyemi Agbelusi, Principal Partner, Berean Associates
COFFEE BREAK
(10:30AM – 11:00AM)
(11:00AM – 12:30PM)
Morning Session 2
Panel 6 - The Singapore Mediation Convention: a game changer for mediation in cross-border
disputes?
Moderator: Vlad Movshovich, Partner, Webber Wentzel
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Panelists
Dr Gaston Kenfack, Chairman, Association for thé Promotion of Arbitration in Africa-APAA
Hon. Lady Justice Joyce Aluoch, Independent Mediator and Arbitrator
Dr Agada John Elachi, Managing Partner, Greenfield Chambers
Amani Khalifa, Counsel, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
LUNCH BREAK
(12:30PM – 14:00)
(14:00PM – 15:30PM)
(14:00PM – 15:30PM)
Afternoon Session 1
Afternoon Session 1
Panel 7A - High-Tech in International
Arbitration and its Risks

Panel 7B – Belt and Road Initiative: What it
means for Dispute Resolution in Africa

Moderator:
Idris Mohammed, Managing
Partner, Fama Firm

Moderator: Wairimu Karanja, Director, Wairimu
& Co

Panelists

Panelists

Nuno Albuquerque, Partner, N-Advogados
Tarek Badawy, Partner, Shahid Law Firm
Gavin Dingley, Barrister & Arbitrator, Five Paper
Anna Förstel-Cherng, Attorney at Law, Binder
Grösswang

(16:00PM – 17:30PM)
Afternoon Session 2

Stephen Agyei, Senior Director, Contracts and
Commercial Director, ASTAD
Daniel Meagher, Partner, Winston & Strawn
Kwadwo Sarkodie, Partner, Mayer Brown
International LLP
Baptiste Rigaudeau, Associate, Lalive
COFFEE BREAK
(15:30PM – 16:00PM)
(16:00PM – 17:30PM)
Afternoon Session 2

Panel 8A –Protecting Human Rights through
Arbitration: The Hague Rules on Business and
Human Rights Arbitration

Panel 8B – Efficiency in International
Arbitration: The Young Practitioner’s
Perspective

Moderator: Laurie Achtouk-Spivak, Counsel,
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

Moderator: Wambui Githu-Muigai, Associate,
Mohammed Muigai Advocates

Panelists

Panelists

Femi Omere, Founder & Managing Director, Yehia Shahine, Partner & Head of Arbitration,
Hosted in Africa
Aliedean Weshahi & Partners
Prof. Githu Muigai, Senior Partner, Mohammed Bobby Banson, Lead Consultant, Robert Smith &
Muigai LLP
Adelaide Law
Clémence
Assou,
Registrar,
Mauritius Marx Ikongbeh, Principal/Founder, Everlaw
International Arbitration Centre
Associates
Dr Isabelle Fellrath, Counsel, SwissLegal Rouiller Demilade Elemo, PhD Candidate, University of
& Associés
Dundee
Dr Sally El Sawah, Partner, El Sawah Law
Presentation of Awards
(17:30PM)
(17:40PM – 17:45PM)
Closing Remarks: Dr Ismail Selim, Director, Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial
Arbitration, Board Member, African Arbitration Association
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Speaker Profiles
Dr Adeyemi Agbelusi is Principal Partner at Berean Associates.
He is an Arbitrator, Accredited Mediator and Conciliator and
Mediation Advisor involved in resolving disputes throughout
Nigeria and other Jurisdictions. He is a Member of the Standing
Conference of Mediation Advocates (UK), Fellow, Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators UK, Fellow, Institute of Chartered
Mediators and Conciliators, Fellow, Institute of Management
Consultants and other professional bodies. He is a member the
Nigeria conflict management group. He is also Fellow of the
Society of Advanced Legal Studies of the University of London.
He is on the Panel of Neutrals (Mediation and Arbitration) of
the Lagos state Multi-Door Courthouse, Lagos Court of
Arbitration, Federal High Court ADR Centre and other
institutional ADR centres. He is currently on the Executive
Committee of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators UK, Nigeria
Branch and is the P.R.O. of the Branch. He serves on the
Schemes and Training committees of Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators UK and is an approved Tutor of The Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators UK and other ADR Institutions. He is
also member of the ICC ADR-Commission Roundtable. He is on
the Panel of Arbitral Tribunal Secretaries of the ICC Paris and
CIArb. He is the current Branch Chairman of the Institute of
Chartered mediators and conciliators, Lagos Branch.
Aïssatou Diop is Legal Counsel at the International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), which she joined in
2008. At ICSID, Ms. Diop has served as Secretary of the Tribunal
and Secretary of ad hoc the Committee in over 50 investorstate disputes that involve countries mostly in Africa, Eastern
Europe and the Middle East, relate to a variety of economic
sectors, and are brought under the ICSID Convention and
Arbitration Rules, the ICSID Arbitration (Additional Facility)
Rules, and the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules. Ms. Diop has
published articles on international investment arbitration and
spoken on the topic at a number of international
conferences. Prior to joining ICSID, Ms. Diop was an Associate
at the law firm of Sidley Austin LLP, where she worked in the
international trade and investment arbitration group. Ms. Diop
holds a B.A. in History and Political Science from Jamestown
University, an M.A. in African Studies and Political Science from
Yale University, and a J.D. with a concentration on international
law from Northwestern University. She is admitted to practice
(inactive) in the State of Illinois and the District of Columbia.
Ms. Diop is fluent in Wolof, French, and English.
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Agada Elachi is a practicing lawyer. He holds a doctorate
degree in Public Policy and Administration specializing in
Terrorism, Mediation and Peace (Walden, U.S.A), and a
Masters degree in Law. He is a SEC certified capital market
operator and, is engaged in investment advising and
commercial law practice. Agada is an ADR expert with a bias for
mediation and arbitration. As mediator, he has been engaged
in the resolution of a broad range of disputes such as banking
and financial matters, inheritance and testamentary issues, and
family mediation just to mention a few. As arbitrator, he is
experienced in handling a wide range of issues including but
not limited to defence contracts, power/energy contracts,
construction contracts, oil and gas, environment preservation
and management contracts, financial matters, and real estate
development matters. He is on the Panel of Neutrals of several
organizations. He acts as a resource person and consults from
time to time for several organizations on Alternative Dispute
Resolution Practice. Agada loves to read and write. He is an
avid lover of sports and a member of the IBB Golf and Country
Club, Abuja. He is happily married to Rosemary and they have 4
lovely children.
Amani Khalifa is a counsel in Freshfields’ dispute resolution
group and an arbitration specialist. She handles large, complex
construction disputes relating to projects throughout the
MENA region with an emphasis on the real-estate and oil and
gas sectors. She has been recognised as a leader in arbitration
by Who’s Who Legal. She is an arbitrator on the basketball
arbitral tribunal, an independent tribunal recognised by FIBA.
Amani also sits frequently as arbitrator in infrastructure
disputes throughout the MENA region. She is the co-chair of
the ERA Pledge Africa Subcommittee.
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Andrea Lapunzina Veronelli is Legal Counsel and
Representative of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in
Mauritius, assisting with the implementation of the Mauritius
International Arbitration Act and with the promotion of
Mauritius as a venue for international arbitration and PCA
services throughout the African region. As Legal Counsel,
Andrea acts as registrar and administrative secretary in
arbitration and other forms of dispute resolution proceedings.
She also assists the PCA Secretary-General with appointing
authority matters, including challenges, under the UNCITRAL
Arbitration Rules and other procedural rules. Prior to joining
the PCA, Andrea worked as a practicing lawyer for nearly five
years at an international law firm in Paris, France, participating
in the representation of States and companies in arbitration
procedures under the aegis of the ICC, PCA and ICSID, as well
as in domestic French law procedures related to arbitral
awards and international private law matters. Andrea is a
graduate of Université Paris-I Panthéon Sorbonne and Université
de Versailles Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines, where she obtained a
Master 2 degree in international arbitration. She qualified in
2017 to practice at the Paris bar (omitted as of 12 August 2019).
Ms. Anna Joubin-Bret is the Secretary of the UNCITRAL and the
Director of the International Trade Law Division in the Office of
Legal Affairs of the UN, which functions as the substantive
secretariat for UNCITRAL. She is the ninth Secretary the
Commission. Prior to her appointment, Ms. Joubin-Bret
practiced law in Paris, specializing in International Investment
Law and Investment Dispute Resolution. She focused on
serving as counsel, arbitrator, mediator and conciliator in
international investment disputes. She served as arbitrator in
several ICSID, UNCITRAL and ICC disputes. Prior to 2011 and for
15 years, Ms. Joubin-Bret was the Senior Legal Adviser for the
UNCTAD. She edited and authored seminal research and
publications on international investment law, notably the
Sequels to UNCTAD IIA Series and co-edited with Jean Kalicki a
book on Reform of Investor-State Dispute Settlement. Ms.
Joubin-Bret holds a post-graduate degree (DEA) in Private
International Law, a Masters Degree in International Economic
Law. She was Legal Counsel in the legal department of the
Schneider Group, General Counsel of the KIS Group and
Director-Export of Pomagalski S.A. She was appointed judge at
the Commercial Court in Grenoble (France) and was elected
Regional Counsellor of the Rhône-Alpes Region in 1998.
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Anna Förstel-Cherng started her career at Baker McKenzie,
Diwok Hermann Petsche Rechtsanwälte LLP & Co KG (Vienna,
Austria) and has been with Binder Grösswang Rechtsanwälte
GmbH (Vienna, Austria) since 2017, becoming an attorney at law
in 2019. After obtaining her law degree from the University of
Vienna (Mag. iur.) in 2013, she completed her postgraduate
studies at the University of Pennsylvania (USA) in 2016 (LL.M.),
where she also received the Wharton Business and Law
Certificate. Anna Förstel-Cherng is a member of the Advisory
Board of the Young Austrian Arbitration Practitioners (YAAP) and
is admitted to the Austrian and New York State Bar.

Baptiste Rigaudeau specialises in international arbitration,
with a focus on commercial and investor-State disputes. He has
experience working as counsel and secretary to international
arbitration tribunals under ICC, HKIAC, SIAC, SCC, CIETAC,
CMAP, ICSID and UNCITRAL rules, in proceedings governed by
various procedural and substantive laws, both common and
civil. He has experience in the energy, particularly in oil and gas,
construction, banking, telecommunications, hotel and
pharmaceuticals sectors. He also has experience in crossborder litigation and asset recovery matters. He is a member of
the ICC’s Commission on the Belt & Road Initiative and of the
Global Steering Committee of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators Young Members’ Group. He is also a member of
several professional associations such as ICC YAF, LCIA YIAG
and the International Wine Law Association. He has spoken at
conferences and has published several articles on international
arbitration. Baptiste Rigaudeau holds a Licence de droit from
the University of Nantes, Masters degrees in International
Economic Law from the University of Nantes and in
International Arbitration and Business Law from the University
of Versailles. He also holds a LLM from Cardiff University Law
School.
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Bobby Banson has been described as a very dynamic, focused
and result oriented legal practitioner. He was educated at the
Ghana School of Law in Accra, where he graduated as the best
student in the Law of Taxation. He has attended courses at the
Harvard University and has an LLM in International Business
Law from the University of Brussels (ULB). He is the founding
Partner of Robert Smith & Adelaide Law; a boutique law firm
which operates from Accra but has international alliances with
other firms across the globe. In the course of his practice,
Bobby has provided legal services for multinationals and local
companies in the area of Tax, investment advice, labour law,
real estate transactions, petroleum and gas, corporate matters
and dispute resolution. He is a Fellow of the prestigious
Chartered Instituted of Arbitrators which is based in the United
Kingdom and has participated and spoken at various
arbitration and investment conferences organized by the
CIArb, SOAS and AILA. He currently teaches at the Ghana
School of Law and has several articles published to his name.

Chief Christopher Adebayo Ojo, a Senior Advocate of Nigeria is
the founder and Senior Partner of Bayo Ojo & Co and the
current President of the African Arbitration Association. He
specializes in Commercial law, International Law, Litigation,
Mediation, Arbitration and Alternative Dispute Resolution
practice. He has acted as sole Arbitrator, member of arbitration
panels, and as Counsel in numerous domestic and international
arbitrations at the ICC, ICSID, the American Arbitration
Association and the LCIA over the last thirty five years involving
complex oil and gas, investments, infrastructure, power,
mining and commercial ventures. He has also acted as expert
witness in international arbitrations including ICSID. He is a
former Attorney General and Minister of Justice of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, past President of the Nigerian Bar
Association, past Chairman of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators, Nigeria Branch. Ojo was until recently a member
of the UN International Law Commission, a member of the
ICSID Panel of Arbitrators, a member of the Panel of the PCA,
Alternate Chairman of UNESCO Appeals Board, a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators
London, President of the African Users’ Council of the LCIA. He
is a Chartered Arbitrator and a Fellow of the Institute of
Chartered Mediators and Conciliators.
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Ms. Clémence Assou is the Registrar of the Mauritius
International Arbitration Centre (MIAC). As Registrar,
Clémence heads the MIAC Secretariat and administers
arbitrations, pursuant to the 2018 MIAC Arbitration Rules and
other procedural rules, as well as other forms of dispute
resolution proceedings. Clémence is also a Legal Counsel at the
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) where she provides
support to arbitral tribunals in the context of proceedings
involving States, State entities, international organizations and
private parties. She also assists the PCA Secretary-General with
appointing authority matters under the UNCITRAL Arbitration
Rules and other procedural rules. Prior to joining MIAC and the
PCA, Clémence worked at leading law firms, in London and
Paris, on high profile State-to-State, investor-State and
commercial disputes involving parties from the African
continent and beyond. In addition, Clémence worked in the
ethical policy team of a British corporation on business and
human rights related issues. Ms. Assou is a graduate of Paris II
Panthéon-Assas, the University of Versailles Saint-Quentin-enYvelines and University College London. She completed
further training at The Hague Academy of International Law.

Daniel Meagher is a Partner in the International Arbitration
practice of the global law firm Winston & Strawn. Mr Meagher
has over a decade of experience as counsel in international
commercial arbitration, investment treaty arbitration (both
State and investor representation), and English court
commercial litigation. Mr Meagher has been recognized as a
“Future Leader” in Arbitration by Who’s Who Legal 2021 and
has been consistently recognized by Legal 500 (International
Arbitration). Mr Meagher has worked on arbitrations arising
under a wide range of arbitral rules (ICC, LCIA, HKIAC, DIFCLCIA, DIAC, SCC, AAA/ICDR, LMAA, ICSID, UNCITRAL
administered by PCA) and in relation to a wide range of sectors,
including notably energy, infrastructure, technology, aviation
and financial services. Mr Meagher frequently advises Africanowned businesses, including in a long-running ICC arbitration
between an African-owned financial services entity and a
Europe-based private equity house. Mr Meagher also
represents clients in construction and infrastructure projects
(including those arising out of Chinese, European and American
investment abroad) in situations of overspend or failure to
adhere to industry standards by the operator or contractor,
and at present represents clients in a number of disputes
arising from the COVID-19 pandemic and associated delays in
performance.

22

Demilade Isioma Elemo, MCIArb is the Regional Chair for Africa
for the Young ITA (Institute of Transnational Arbitration) and is
currently carrying out her PhD Research on Renewable Energy
Dispute Resolution at the Centre for Energy, Petroleum and
Mineral Law and Policy, University of Dundee. She is qualified
to practice law in Nigeria and holds an LL.M in Comparative and
International Dispute Resolution from Queen Mary, University
of London. She has experience in commercial and investment
arbitration, energy and natural resources law, commercial
transactions, employment law, intellectual property law and
agricultural law. Demilade has acted as Arbitral Tribunal
Registrar in a number of commercial disputes including oil and
gas, telecommunications and finance disputes. She is a
Member, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, Association of
International Petroleum Negotiators (AIPN), Young
International Arbitration Group and Young ICCA. She is also a
member the International Bar Association and served on the
Professional Ethics Committee of the Nigerian Bar Association.
She has gained experience working at the Lagos State Ministry
of Justice, AELEX, Folashade Alli and Associates and as a Senior
Legal Officer with Raw Materials Research and Development
Council.
Femi Omere is a Nigerian/UK national, he is the Founder and
Managing Director of Hosted in Africa Group Limited, an entity
established late 2020 that seeks to assist the popularisation of
Afrocentricity and its excellence as force for global good. Femi
was called to the Bar of England and Wales in 1999, he
practised in the UK for over a decade as a human rights
specialist and remains an Associate Member of Garden Court
Chambers London. Femi has been resident within the East
African region since 2008 and in addition to providing legal
services in the cross over between human rights and corporate
commercial matters, he has become a recognised expert legal
trainer. Femi has recently assisted the International Senior
Lawyers Project, the Uongozi Institute, the Law School of
Tanzania, Strathmore University, A4ID, and the African Legal
Support Facility, in respect of their capacity building efforts.
Between 2017-2020, Femi, as its first Executive Director, played
a leading role establishing the ALN Academy and continues to
provide the organisation with independent advisory services.
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Gaston Kenfack Douajni is a Magistrate, currently the Director
of Legislation at the Ministry of Justice in Cameroon; he holds
a Doctorate of International Economic Law, a Certificate on
trade, negotiations and settlement of trade disputes and a
Habilitation to Direct Researches at the University of Pau in
France. He is the Editor of the “Revue Camerounaise de
l’Arbitrage”, the President of the Association for the
Promotion of Arbitration in Africa, registered on the list of
arbitrators and conciliators at ICSID, at the OHADA Commun
Court of Justice and Arbitration and Member of the PCA. In
addition, Gaston Kenfack Douajni is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Cairo Regional Center for International
Commercial Arbitration and of the International Federation of
Arbitration Centers and Associations. President of the 49th
Session of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law, he teaches business law at various universities (in
Africa and Europe) and has recently been promoted as the
Chair of the Management Board of the African Legal Support
Facility. Gaston Kenfack Douajni sits as President of Arbitral
Tribunal, Arbitrator, co-arbitrator in ICC, ICSID, CCJA and ad hoc
arbitrations.

Gavin Dingley FCIArb is based in London, holding Chambers at
Five Paper. He has a domestic and international practice
specialising in international arbitration, sports and
entertainment law. He is a member of the English and Brussels
Bars, and has rights of audience before the Astana
International Finance Centre Court in Kazakhstan, ADGM and
DIFC in the UAE. Gavin’s commercial practice has a focus on
international commercial arbitration. He advises international
corporations and often acts as part of large multi-jurisdictional
legal teams as led or sole counsel in complex commercial
disputes involving parties from Africa, Asia and the Middle East.
He represents clients in disputes administered under the LCIA,
SCC, ICC, SIAC and UNCITRAL rules, and also has experience
with post-award matters at the annulment and enforcement
stages. Moreover, he has received, and continues to accept,
appointments as an arbitrator and is listed on a number of
institutional arbitral panels around the world. As part of his
sports practice Gavin advises and represents professional
athletes, governing bodies and national federations. He
appears before international arbitral tribunals (CAS, UEFA, FIFA
and the FIA) and advises on selection, doping, eligibility,
safeguarding, integrity and disciplinary issues affecting
athletes, management, clubs and leagues from a range of
different sports and jurisdictions.
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Chief Gbola Akinola is a practising Lawyer and Arbitrator. He holds
a B.Sc Degree in Political Science from the University of Ibadan,
was called to the Nigerian Bar and admitted to practice as a
Barrister and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Nigeria in 1987. He
is a Partner at ‘THE LAW UNION’ with cognate experience in
Corporate and Commercial Law practice and a highly skilled
advocate with extensive commercial legal advisory experience.
Chief Gbola Akinola was appointed a Notary Public in May
1998, admitted as an Associate of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators in November 1999, elected a Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators in February 2001 and became listed as a
member of the Institute's Panel of Chartered Arbitrators in
August 2006, admitted to the KIAC Panel of International
Arbitrators, Kigali, Rwanda, in November 2012. He became an
Approved Tutor and Resource person of the Chartered Institute
of Arbitrators in January 2003 and lectures in Arbitration both in
Nigeria and other parts of Africa. He was a member of the
National Committee on Reform of Arbitration Laws. He is a
branch Officer of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Nigeria
Branch, and currently serves as the 1st Vice Chairman. Past
President of the Maritime Arbitrators Association of Nigeria,
November 2010 – 2013.

Professor Githu Muigai hold an LLB and a PhD from the
University of Nairobi, an LLM from the Colombia University
Law School and Diploma in law from the Kenya School of Law.
He is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb).
He was called to the Bar in 1985. He specializes in public
procurement law, corporate finance, civil and commercial
litigation. He is a recognized company on bank securities. In
addition to the practice of Law, he is the immediate former
Attorney General of the Republic of Kenya.
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Hicham Zegrary is the Secretary General of Casablanca
International Mediation and Arbitration Centre (CIMAC). He
graduated from the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (Paris,
Robert Badinter class 2010), holds a Master of Public Affairs
from Paris Dauphine University. Former Microsoft North Africa
Legal counsel, M. Hicham Zegrary is the chairman of the
organizing committee of the Casablanca Arbitration Days, an
annual CIMAC’s flagship event. He is member of the ENA
Alumni Association, member of ICCA and member of
Association Droit et Commerce.

Idris
Mohammed
has
extensive
experience
in
Telecommunication Law, Commercial Law and Arbitration. He
has represented Companies across the commercial space in
Nigeria, especially telecommunication companies. The Legal
Services provide covers Company Secretarial, Regulatory Legal
Advisory, Due Diligence, general legal advice to potential
investors in Nigeria on Nigerian Law. He has worked his entire
career at Fama Firm, a commercial law firm in Kaduna, Nigeria,
He is currently the Managing Partner of the firm. The Firm
under his leadership has been recognized with several awards
from different organizations. He holds three post graduate
Degrees- a post graduate diploma in Computer and
Communications Law from the University of London, a LLM in
Corporate and Commercial Law from the same University and
a Diploma in International Arbitration from the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators, United Kingdom. He is a Fellow of the
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (United Kingdom) and has
appeared both as Counsel and Arbitrator in domestic and
international arbitration. He is listed as a neutral with several
Arbitral institutions. He has a keen interest in information
technology, music and football.
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Dr. Isabelle Fellrath, a Swiss qualified and registered Attorney
at Law, LL.M. and Ph.D. (University of Nottingham, UK),
represents parties in domestic and international arbitral
proceedings and before state courts, and serves as an
arbitrator (accreditation Hong Kong International Arbitration
Centre, Lagos Court of Arbitration, Kigali International
Arbitration Centre, General List of Arbitrators of the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, Member of the Swiss Swimming Arbitral
Tribunal for aquatic sports). She also has particular expertise in
environmental and energy laws. She regularly publishes in
English, French and Italian in her areas of expertise, which she
taught for many years at the Universities of Glasgow and
Lausanne as well as at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology in Lausanne. She is counsel at SwissLegal Rouiller
& Associés, in Lausanne and Geneva, Switzerland.

Dr Ismail Selim is the Director of The Cairo Regional Center for
International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA) - (2017 to date).
Dr. Selim is a board member of the AfAA, Vice Chairman of the
Egypt Branch of the CIArb and an Expert Member of the
International Commercial Expert Committee of the Supreme
People's Court of China In 2009, Dr. Selim earned his PhD from
Université de Bourgogne. He began his legal career as a
prosecutor and judge (1998-2009) before joining private
practice as partner in reputable law firms (2009 -2016). Dr Selim
teaches Private International Law at IDAI (Paris I University),
since 2011. He is consistently appointed as arbitrator, has acted
as counsel in various ad hoc and institutional cases under
various rules, and has served as expert on Egyptian and Libyan
laws in international proceedings. In his capacity as Director of
the CRCICA, Dr Selim has administered more than 300
Arbitration cases under the CRCICA rules.
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Jackson Shaw Kern is an international trial lawyer who has
acted as counsel across Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas,
where he represents sovereign clients as well as private
interests. An advocate of acknowledged litigation instincts and
a member of the counsel team of Addis Law Group LLP, he has
successfully represented African States in complex
international disputes of the highest stakes. Jackson is a past
visiting fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law
and a frequent guest lecturer and speaker at institutions
around the globe, including the Peking University School of
Transnational Law, Addis Ababa University, the Catholic
University of Peru, the International Law Association, the
Society of International Economic Law, and the International
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes. In early days
Jackson was a visitor to leading law firms in London, Lima, and
Kuala Lumpur, and he is a co-author of the title Arbitrating the
Conduct of International Investors, launched at the Peace
Palace in 2018 and available from Cambridge University Press.
Jackson earned a degree in economics and anthropology at
McGill University and a Juris Doctor summa cum laude at Seattle
University where he was inducted into the Alpha Sigma Nu
honor society.
Jackwell Feris is a partner at Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc, a
leading African law firm. Jackwell is an experienced attorney
providing dispute resolution (both domestic and
international), risk advisory and regulatory services to clients in
South Africa and various other African jurisdictions. He has
particular experience in the mining, energy and natural
resources sectors acting for both the private sector/investors
and the state or state-owned entities as legal counsel. He is an
admitted attorney and notary public in South Africa. He holds
a LLB (North West University), a LLM in Corporate Law
(Witwatersrand), as well as certificate in Economics for Law
(Witwatersrand), certificate in International Commercial
Arbitration (American University, Washington College of Law),
and Certificate in International Investment Treaties and
Investor State Arbitration (International Law Institute –
Washing DC in cooperation with Georgetown University). He
is a guest lecturer on international arbitration as part of the
LLM: Extractive Industry Law in Africa at the University of
Pretoria, Faculty of Law and has also developed the course on
Protection of Investment in Africa at the University of Pretoria.
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Lady Justice Joyce Aluoch, EBS, CBS, is a former Judge and First
Vice-President of the International Criminal Court at The
Hague, The Netherlands. She was the second woman Court of
Appeal and High Court Judge, as well as Magistrate in Kenya.
Upon retirement from the bench in 2018, she successfully
moved her legal profession to ADR, particularly mediation and
arbitration. She co-founded Aequitas Mediators, and conducts
mediations under the Court Annexed Mediation Program,
FIDA-Kenya, international and domestic mediations and virtual
mediations. She is a member of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators London and the Kenya branch, International
Council for Commercial Arbitration, Africa Arbitration
Association and Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration.
She was recently appointed a member of the International
Advisory Board of the office of Ombudsman for the United
Nations Funds and Programs, Chair of the Advisory Board of
the Africa-Asia Mediation Association (AAMA), Board member,
Mediators Beyond Borders International (MBBI), and Adjunct
Professor, Faculty of Law, University of the Western Cape,
South Africa. She is a recipient of several international and
national awards including Presidential Awards of Elder of the
Burning Spear (EBS), First Class Order of the Burning Spear
(CBS) and Trail Blazer Award (CBS).

Julius Nkafu, an expert in International Arbitration, a Fellow
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a member of
International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA). Julius
is also a mediator and a Barrister called to both the Bars of
England and Wales and Cameroon, west Africa. Julius is an
approved trainer and a tutor of international Arbitration at
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, London. He is a
member of the panels of Arbitrators with the London Court of
International Arbitration (LCIA), the Common Court of Justice
and Arbitration (CCJA) OHADA, the Kigali Centre for
International Arbitration (KIAC) and the Cairo Regional Centre
for International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA), the
International Chambers of Commerce (ICC). He is a member
of the Sanctions and Appeals Board (SAB) of the African
Development Bank Group and has over 22 years’ legal
experience working in the City of London and Cameroon.
Julius is a member of Great James Street Chambers
London www.greatjames.co.uk and the founding consultant
at Nkafu Arbitration Services (NAS) www.nas-africa.com with
offices in Cameroon and London, United Kingdom
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Kamal Shah is a partner and head of the Africa and India groups
at Stephenson Harwood. He acts for governments,
government entities, banks, private corporations and high net
worth individuals in a range of matters including those relating
to projects and infrastructure, joint ventures, banking and
finance, shareholder arrangements, energy and a range of
schemes commonly used to defraud individuals and
corporations. Kamal is highly ranked in the legal directories
including The Legal 500 UK, Chambers (UK, global and Asia
Pacific) and IFLR1000. He was named as a leading international
arbitration practitioner in 'Who's Who Legal: Future Leaders
2017 - 2020' and has been recognised in Africa’s 30 Arbitration
Powerlist 2020 and The Legal 500's Powerlists for arbitration
and Africa for 2019. In addition to being a LCIA Court Member,
Kamal is currently the president of the LCIA African Users
Council. Kamal is also a Court member of LACIAC (Lagos
Chamber of Commerce International Arbitration Centre). The
Legal 500 UK 2021 notes that "Kamal Shah stands out as the
most outstanding personality at Stephenson Harwood. His
demeanour and responses are always insightful and full of
solution thinking and that makes him a leader." Kamal copublished the text of the ‘African Promise’, which seeks to
tackle the under-representation of Africans on international
arbitration tribunals. He is also the co-author of the leading text
'Arbitration in Africa: A Review of Key Jurisdictions' and
contributed a chapter on the enforcement of foreign arbitral
awards to 'International Arbitration Law & Practice: The
Practitioner's Perspective'. Kamal was named joint winner of
'Mentor of the Year' at African Arbitration Association Awards
2020.
Karel Daele heads the International Arbitration department of
Mishcon de Reya LLP in London and Brussels. He specialises in
international commercial arbitration and investment treaty
arbitration representing both investors and sovereign states.
Having worked and lived for many years in East Africa, he has a
particularly strong Africa focus. He has acted as counsel and
arbitrator in disputes in Algeria, Cameroon, DRC, Guinea, Ivory
Coast, Kenya, Libya, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Africa, South
Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. He is
consistently recognized as a leading practitioner in African
disputes by Who's Who International Arbitration, Chambers
and Partners ("he is great in Africa") and Legal 500. Karel is
dually qualified in common law (High Court of England and
Wales) and civil law (Belgium) and is trilingual (English; French;
Dutch). He has authored the chapter on 'Investment
Arbitration involving African States' in the monograph
'Arbitration in Africa: A Practitioner's Guide' (Lise Bosman
editor; Kluwer International Law).
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Kwadwo Sarkodie is a partner in the International Arbitration
group of the London office. He has wide-ranging international
experience, having advised in relation to projects and disputes
in Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, India, Russia and the
Middle East. He regularly advises in relation to international
arbitrations, including under the ICC, UNCITRAL and LCIA rules.
Kwadwo has written extensively regarding dispute resolution
and arbitration in Sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, Kwadwo has
a well-developed practice in the construction and engineering
field. He regularly advises employers, insurers, contractors,
subcontractors and consultants in relation to disputes under a
variety of forms of construction contract (both standard form
and bespoke). He has extensive experience with regard to
litigation, mediation and adjudication. Kwadwo is a member of
the LCIA African Users' Council, the African Arbitration
Association and the International Bar Association, and has
spoken at numerous conferences in Europe and Africa on
international arbitration and investment disputes.

Laurie Achtouk-Spivak is a counsel based in the Paris office of
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton. Her practice focuses on
international arbitration and litigation, with a particular
emphasis on public international law. Ms. Achtouk-Spivak
represents investors and sovereigns in investment treaty
arbitrations before ICSID as well as other arbitration
institutions. She has also represented clients in several
commercial arbitrations including some involving sovereigns
and often provides companies with investment structuring
advice. Ms. Achtouk-Spivak is a lecturer at the University of
Poitiers, where she teaches a course in investor-State dispute
settlement. She is widely published on public international law,
notably investment treaty arbitration and is a member of the
ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR, as well as the ICC Task
Force on “Addressing Issues of Corruption in International
Arbitration.” Ms. Achtouk-Spivak is a member of the bar in New
York (US) and Paris (France) as well as a member of the Peer
Review Board of the ICSID Review. She has consistently been
recognized by Who’s Who Legal and is commended by a peer
as “probably the best up-and-coming investment arbitration
specialist in Paris and beyond.”

31

Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi is the Registrar/Chief Executive,
Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration. He is an arbitrator
and accredited mediator, previously served as Chief State
Counsel (Head of Commercial Litigation & Arbitration),
Member of Kenya’s representatives to the UNCITRAL Working
Group II Arbitration & Conciliation and Working Group III Online
Dispute Resolution. He has handled high profile, complex
litigation, arbitration, and international investor-state disputes
under the ICC, UNCITRAL and ICSID rules. He is a holder of a BA
(Hons) Econ, LLB degrees and MA (International Studies), a
Certified Public Secretary and a Research fellow of the East
China University of Politics and Law.

Lise Bosman is based at the Peace Palace in The Hague, as
Senior Legal Counsel at the Permanent Court of Arbitration
(PCA) and Executive Director of the International Council for
Commercial Arbitration (ICCA). She is also an Adjunct Professor
at the University of Cape Town, South Africa, and has published
and spoken widely in the field of international arbitration. Lise
is the General Editor of the ICCA "International Handbook on
Commercial Arbitration" (a seven-volume loose-leaf collection
of arbitration-related legislation and commentary on over 85
jurisdictions; Kluwer Law International, published since 1984),
and the General Editor and contributing author of "Arbitration
in Africa: a Practitioner's Guide"(Kluwer Law International,
Second Edition forthcoming 2021). Her areas of specialization
are: international commercial arbitration law and practice; the
practice and development of international arbitration in Africa;
international investment law; investor-State arbitration; and
State-State arbitration.
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Marx Ikongbeh is the Principal/Founder of Everlaw Associates
a commercial law firm operating in Abuja and Lagos Nigeria. He
is a 2018 recipient of the ESQ Nigeria Legal Awards; 40 under
40 Category for young lawyers shaping the legal profession.
Marx is an experienced litigator of over 12 years who has
appeared in all tiers of Courts in the Nigeria legal system with
several landmark judgments to his credit. He advises both
foreign and local businesses on a wide range of legal issues. His
formative experience in litigation and commercial advisory
work has matured into extensive practice in the areas of;
Arbitration, Intellectual Property, and ICT/Technology Law
among others. His competence in this area has earned him an
invitation as an external facilitator on the annual “Information
Technology and The Law” course of the Nigerian Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) since 2016. Marx is a member
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK), the Nigerian and
International Bar Associations. He is also an international
intellectual property practitioner who has trained at the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

Mohamed H. Negm is State Counsel, Arbitration and
International Dispute Resolution, Egyptian State Lawsuits
Authority – Ministry of Justice. Mr. Negm is representing the
interests of Egypt before international courts and arbitral
tribunals in international investment and commercial
arbitrations. He is currently representing the State of Egypt in
16 investment arbitration cases before the International Centre
for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Equally, Mr.
Negm handled many complex, high value, commercial
institutional and ad hoc arbitral proceedings involving parties
from the Middle East, Europe, Asia, and the United States
under the rules of leading arbitral institutions such as the ICC,
CRCICA, UNCITRAL, LCIA, and DIAC. Mr. Negm has been
appointed by the African Union as an Expert Consultant on the
Pan African Investment Code (PAIC). He is the Assistant Editor
of Kluwer Arbitration Blog for Middle East and North Africa. He
lectures on Arbitration Law and International Dispute
Resolution in the American Bar Association Rule of Law
Initiative (ABA ROLI). Mr. Negm was the Regional
Representative of LCIA-YIAG for Middle East and North Africa.
He is a Founding Member of the Steering Committee of the
Young Arab Arbitrators Forum (YAAF). Mr. Negm publishes
regularly in learned international journals on issues of
international law, international investment and commercial
arbitration.
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Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab is Chair, Private
International Law and Professor of International Arbitration
(Cairo University); Founding Partner and Head of International
Arbitration, Zulficar&Partners Law Firm; Vice-President, ICC
International Court of Arbitration; Member of the ICCA
Governing Board; Member of the Advisory Board, Mauritius
International Arbitration Centre (MIAC); Member of the CIMAC
Court of Arbitration; Vice-Chair of the CRCICA Advisory
Committee; Member of the BoT of the CIArb; Dean and
Member of the Advisory Council of the Africa Arbitration
Academy. Served as ‘Arbitrator’, ‘Expert’ or ‘Counsel’ in more
than 220 cases, involving African, Asian, Canadian, European,
the Middle Eastern and US parties. The Legal 500 (2019) states
Mohamed Abdel Wahab as ‘an arbitration expert with a global
reputation’, who is ‘one of the best in the world’. Who’s Who
Legal: Arbitration (2019) says: Mohamed Abdel Wahab is “a
leader in the space” who is “at the top of the market” and “a
very well-prepared, exceptional arbitrator”. Selected by Africa
Arbitration as the African Personality (June 2018) and by
LACIAC as the Arbitration Personality (May 2019). Received the
2018 ASA International Advocacy Prize, the AYA Hall-of-Fame
Award African Arbitrator (2019), and the Client Choice
International Award (2020).

Mouhamed Kebe is the Managing Partner of GENI & KEBE, a
full-service law firm member of DLA Piper Africa, based in
Senegal, and Ivory Coast, with affiliate offices across several
jurisdictions mainly in the OHADA region (Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Chad, Gabon, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger).
His practice focuses on investment transactions, including joint
ventures, banking &amp; finance, corporate reorganization
and restructuring law with a concentration in the West and
Central Francophone African Sub Region. He holds a LLM in
Business law from the University of Dakar Cheikh Anta Diop,
Senegal, an LLM in International law from the University of
Essex, United Kingdom, a Certificate in International
Arbitration from the University of London, and a certificate in
Investment Arbitration from the Georgetown University
(USA). He is a chartered arbitrator before the OHADA Court, a
member of the Arbitration Court of the ICC, a member of the
Committee of the Lagos Court of Arbitration. He oversees
commercial, and investment arbitration, as Counsel, or
arbitrator.
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Naa Lamle Orleans-Lindsay is the Head of the Legal Division
and Board Secretary of the Ghana Investment Promotion
Centre (GIPC) under the Office of the President of Ghana. She
has over 18 years of domestic and international experience
with an LLB from the University of Ghana and an LLM from the
Harvard Law School (USA). She is licensed to practice in Ghana
and State of New York (USA). At the GIPC she is responsible
for providing legal advice and support to both local and foreign
investors as well as advising on the legal regime necessary to
provide a responsive environment for investment in Ghana.
Naa Lamle is currently the Lead Negotiator for Ghana’s team
responsible for negotiating Bilateral Investment Treaties and
has led negotiations with countries including Japan, Qatar,
Mauritius, Canada, Turkey, Czech Republic, Morocco and South
Korea. She is also involved in the negotiation of other
international investment agreements. Naa Lamle has
participated as an expert and speaker in local and international
forums on international investment law and policy. Key current
projects involve her work on reforming Ghana’s major
investment legislation and participation in Government intersectoral committees on increasing the ease of doing business.

Nicola Muriuki is an English qualified solicitor and a CEDR
accredited mediator, based in Nairobi, Kenya. She has 15 years’
experience of working with clients based in the United
Kingdom, Europe & Africa, and has represented a number of
East African clients engaged in international arbitration under
the auspices of the DIFC-LCIA, KIAC, UNCITRAL and the English
Arbitration Act. Her experience covers a range of industries
including energy, telecommunications and hospitality. Nicola
is also passionate about the use of mediation to resolve
disputes. In addition to participating in mediations, she was the
lead facilitator in training officers of the Kenyan Ethics and AntiCorruption Commission on the use of ADR to aid asset recovery
in 2018 and 2019. She has also coached students of Strathmore
University (Kenya) and written a number of publications on
ADR, and the use of ADR in Africa.
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Njeri Kariuki is an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya,
Chartered Arbitrator and Accredited Mediator, Njeri practises
from Nairobi. Njeri, FCIArb., who has been cited in Chambers
Global since Y2014 to date as a Leading Individual, a GOK
Nominee to the Panel of Arbitrators at ICSID, and since May
2018, the Member representing Kenya at the ICC International
Court of Arbitration. To crown Njeri's almost 30 year journey in
Arbitration, she was included in the recently released List of
Africa's top 30 Arbitrators. Her arbitration, litigation,
conveyancing and mediation practice covers a range of
domestic and international commercial matters and on
account of delving into the realm of adjudication, became a
DRBF Member, following which Njeri thoroughly enjoyed a 3year stint as Chair of a Dispute Adjudication Board set-up to
midwife an international geothermal project to fruition. Njeri is
a Tutor & Trainer with the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators
and conducts courses and assessments in Kenya and anywhere
else her services may be needed.

Nuno Albuquerque is a lawyer, founding partner of "NADVOGADOS”, Insolvency Administrator, Arbitrator (MCIArb)
and certified mediator. Registered in Portugal’s Bar
Association (1990); Angola’s Bar Association (2008); Paris’s Bar
Association (2014), with experience in Commercial Law,
Insolvency, Restructuring of Companies, Sports Law,
Arbitration, Construction, Litigation. Law Degree, University of
Coimbra (1988); MCIArb - Arbitration Course, University of San
Pablo CEU (Madrid); ICC Institute Masterclass for Arbitrators
(2014); ICC Institute Training on Conduct of Proceedings & Case
Management (2019); Course of Update in Arbitration, Nova de
Lisboa University (2012); Intensive Training of Arbitrators,
Arbitration Center of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(2013). Member of Portuguese Court of Arbitration for Sport;
Brazilian Centre for Mediation and Arbitration; Committee of
Experts on Sports and Entertainment Industry of the European
Arbitration Association; Arbitration Council of the State of S.
Paulo; Portuguese Administrative Arbitration Centre;
Arbitration Centre of the Commercial Association of Porto;
Executive Director of the Angolan Central Voluntary
Arbitration of Disputes, Luanda. Ex-member of the Executive
Committee of the Portuguese League of Professional Football.
Member of ICC Institute of World Business Law; Spanish Club
of Arbitration; International Council for Commercial
Arbitration; listed in GAR - Global Arbitration Review’s
Arbitrator Research Tool. Often participates as speaker at
workshops, seminars and conferences; author of several
articles.
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Olivia K. Matovu Olivia K. Matovu is an advocate with over 14
years’ experience majorly in commercial litigation, Alternative
Dispute Resolution and tax. Arbitrator and Mediator Partner,
Ligomarc Advocates, Kampala. Member of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators United Kingdom (MCIArb), the Young
International Arbitrators Group of the London Court of
International Arbitration (YIAG), the Uganda Law Society and
East African Law Society. Chairperson at Uganda Law Society
(ULS) Arbitration Cluster. Head of Training and Accreditation
at International Centre for Arbitration and Mediation in
Kampala (ICAMEK). Lecturer at the Law Development Center,
Kampala. Trainer of Trial Advocacy Skills with Justice Advocacy
Africa (JAA) & Justice Advocacy Uganda (JAU). Wife and
Mother.

Mrs. Olusola Adegbonmire is a Legal Practitioner and Partner
in the Law Firm of Sola Ajijola and Co. where she has practiced
law for the past 34 years. Mrs. Adegbonmire obtained her
Bachelors Degree in Law (LL.B) from the University of Ife in
1984 and a Masters Degree in Law (LL.M) from the University
of Lagos 1987. She was called to the Nigerian Bar in 1985. In her
law practice she has been engaged in a lot of litigation work
and as a consequence, has been involved in negotiations,
mediations and various ADR processes with emphasis on
Arbitration and Mediation. Mrs. Adegbonmire is a Fellow and
Chartered Arbitrator of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators
(UK) Nigerian Branch and is an Approved Tutor and Assessor of
the Institute. She is currently the 2nd Chairman, of the Nigerian
Branch. She is also on the board of the Kigali International
Arbitration Centre. Mrs. Adegbonmire is an Accredited
Mediator of the Centre for Effective resolution (CEDR), and a
member of the Panel of Neutrals of the Lagos Multidoor Court
House where she arbitrates and mediates extensively.
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Mrs Patience Okala is a Lawyer and the Legal Adviser of
Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission (NIPC), which is
Nigeria’s foremost Investment Promotion Agency. She is
currently the Lead Negotiator of Nigeria’s inter-ministerial
Team on the negotiation of Bilateral Investment Treaties. Mrs
Okala has participated in BIT negotiations between Nigeria and
several countries. She played a key role in the review of
Nigeria’s previous model treaty and the development of a new
model BIT and plays a pivotal role in the reform of Nigeria’s
International Investment Agreements regime. The new model
BIT captures critical reform-oriented provisions including
innovative provisions on Investment Facilitation in a bid to
ensure that Nigeria attracts responsible, inclusive and
sustainable investments. The reform-oriented provisions
captured in the Nigeria- Morocco BIT featured prominently in
UNCTAD’s 2017 World Investment Report (WIR) as examples of
a balanced “new generation” investment treaty. On several
occasions, she has served as Speaker, Resource Person and
Moderator at several national and international conferences
on International Investment Agreements organised by
international organisations such as UNCTAD, International
Institute for Sustainable Development, among several others.
She is also a member of Nigeria’s negotiation team for a
number of investment related regional, continental and
multilateral Agreements including the ICSID Rules Amendment
Process and UNCITRAL’s Working Group III.
Dr Rukia Baruti is a qualified solicitor in England & Wales and
sits as an international arbitrator. She is a founding member
and current Secretary General of the African Arbitration
Association (AfAA). Previously, Dr Baruti managed Africa
International Legal Awareness (AILA), a capacity building
initiative she founded that trained African lawyers in
investment treaty law and arbitration over a period of 9 years.
Prior to founding AILA, Dr Baruti practised law at SJ Berwin’s
International Arbitration Group in London where her
contribution to a pro bono initiative saw her listed in The
Lawyer 'Hot 100'. Dr Baruti benefits from experience in the
roles of Counsel, Arbitrator and Secretary to the Tribunal in
arbitrations conducted under various arbitration rules. She
serves on the Users Council of the Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC) and is a former Vice-President of the
London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) Africa Users’
Council. She also has a well-rounded knowledge of Public
International Law and International Relations gained from her
postgraduate studies.
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Dr. Sally El Sawah is the Founding Partner & Principal of El
Sawah Law|Paris. French and Egyptian qualified and Registered
Foreign Lawyer in England & Wales, Sally has been practising
arbitration for over fourteen years, both in reputable law firms
and as an independent practitioner. Fluent in Arabic, English
and French and working between Egypt, Paris and London, she
has deep knowledge of the Civil Law and Common Law
systems, as well as the business, social and cultural
environments of Francophone, Anglophone and NorthernAfrica, the Middle East and Europe. As Counsel, Sally has
advised and represented States, multinationals and high-networth individuals in over 60 projects, litigations and
arbitrations. She regularly appears before arbitral tribunals,
French and Egyptian Courts, arguing ground-breaking cases
which resulted in landmark arbitral and court decisions in the
field of arbitration and state immunities. As Presiding
arbitrator, Co-arbitrator and administrative secretary, Sally has
been involved in over 30 arbitral proceedings, both ad hoc and
under the auspices of reputable arbitration centres, such as the
ICC, ICSID, CRCICA, LCIA-DIFC, DIAC, CCJA, etc. Sally was the
winner of AfAA’s “Best Young African Arbitration Practitioner
Award” for the Year 2020 and is AfAA’s Deputy Secretary
General since February 2021.

Stefanie Schacherer is Stefanie Schacherer is a postdoctoral
research fellow at the National University of Singapore, Centre
for International Law. She holds a double PhD from the
University of Geneva and the University of Vienna; an LLM from
King’s College London; and a Master and a Bachelor of Laws
from the University of Geneva. Besides her academic activities,
Stefanie has worked as a legal consultant for several
governmental and non-governmental organizations, including
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), the African Union and the International Institute for
Sustainable Development (IISD). Together with Professor
Makane Moïse Mbengue, she was involved in the drafting and
negotiation of the Pan-African Investment Code. Stefanie is the
co-author, with Professor Mbengue, of several publications on
the international investment regime of Africa and the PanAfrican Investment Code.
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Stephen Agyei is an adept professional who holds dual
qualifications in Law (specialised in ADR) and Project Contracts
and Commercial Management. Stephen is currently engaged as
Senior Director (Contracts and Commercial) for a Project
Management Consultancy organisation in Doha, Qatar. During
the past 22 years of senior management level experience,
Stephen has successfully advised clients on contracts and
procurement strategies for complex multibillion USD projects
and also contributed extensively to the resolution of high
profile construction claims/disputes. Stephen has earned
highly coveted professional qualifications as FRICS, FCInstCES,
MCIArb, MCIPS and PMP. He has also contributed extensively
to the development of International Arbitration and has
delivered numerous presentations in Ghana, London and
Dubai.

Ms. Susan Kimani serves as Legal Counsel at the Permanent
Court of Arbitration (PCA). As Legal Counsel, she acts as
registrar and tribunal secretary in international arbitrations
involving various combinations of states, state entities,
international organizations and private parties, including
arbitration proceedings under investment laws. She also
assists the PCA Secretary-General with appointing authority
matters, including challenges, under the UNCITRAL Arbitration
Rules and other procedural rules. Ms. Kimani is a past CoRegistrar of the Mauritius International Arbitration Centre
(MIAC), where together with her Co-Registrar, she headed the
MIAC Secretariat and administered arbitrations pursuant to the
MIAC Arbitration Rules 2018 and other procedural rules. She
has also previously worked with the International Council for
Commercial Arbitration in The Hague, the Netherlands and the
law firm of Marende & Nyaundi Advocates in Nairobi, Kenya.
Ms. Kimani is currently pursuing an LL.M degree at Harvard Law
School. She obtained an LL.M. degree, with distinction, from
the University of Cape Town, South Africa, and an LL.B. degree
from the University of Nairobi, Kenya. She is qualified to
practice law as an advocate of the High Court of Kenya.
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Sylvie Bebohi Ebongo is Doctor of Law (awarded the best
thesis in Business and community law of the OHADA High
School ERSUMA 2015), Attorney, Member of the Paris and
Cameroonian Bars. She holds a certificate in mediation,
negotiation and dispute Management and a certificate in
International Trade Law. Her area of practice includes
international arbitration, contract law, and enforcement as
well as recovery procedures. Sylvie sits as ICC arbitrator and
she is a member of the CCJA and the Cairo Regional Center for
Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA) arbitrators’ panels. Sylvie’s
other role includes acting as research officer at the Association
for the Promotion of Arbitration in Africa (APAA) where she
acts as representative in Europe. She is member of the Equal
Representation in Arbitration (ERA) Pledge Africa
subcommittee, of the International Bar Association (IBA) Africa
Arbitration Network and of AfriCarb a group of young legal
professionals with a shared interest in Arbitration and Africa.

Tarek Badawy is a Partner in Shahid Law Firm’s International
Business and Dispute Resolution Groups and serves as the
Managing Partner of Shahid Law Firm’s Sudan Association.
Tarek represents clients in trade, commercial and investorstate disputes, and advises clients on transactional and
compliance matters in several industries including aviation;
banking and finance; energy, oil and gas; insurance and
financial services; pharmaceuticals; and TMT. He has particular
experience in media-related disputes as he is currently lead
Shahid Law Firm counsel in several international and regional
disputes involving sports associations (at the COMESA level
and in international arbitration). He also sits as an arbitrator
and acts as a legal expert before foreign courts and
international arbitral tribunals. Tarek is a member of the
Egyptian Bar Association and is a licensed Barrister and
Solicitor of the Court of Appeal for Ontario (non-practicing). He
holds degrees in Political Science and Law from the American
University in Cairo (BA), Cairo University (LLB), Essex University
(LLM), and McGill University (BCL/JD). He is fluent in English,
French, Spanish and Arabic.
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Vlad Movshovich is a partner and practice leader in the Dispute
Resolution Business Unit at Webber Wentzel, Johannesburg.
He obtained his BA and LLB degrees (with distinction) from the
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg; and his BCL
(with distinction) and MLitt (by thesis) from the University of
Oxford. Vlad has acted as lead legal counsel for a variety of
public and private sector clients, under a variety of institutional
and ad hoc arbitration rules. He has also acted for government,
blue chip clients and public interest groups in South Africa in
recent years, at all levels of the court system, in specialised
regulatory tribunals, and before parliamentary committees and
commissions of enquiry. Vlad has presented papers at
numerous international arbitration conferences and has
published in the field of international arbitration, comparative,
constitutional and international law. Vlad is a director of AfAA,
where he heads the Standards Committee, is a member of the
AFSA International Advisory Board and is on the Board of
Reporters of the Centre for American and International Law.
Vlad has lectured extensively on a variety of legal subjects, to
business leaders, judges, practitioners and students, on the
African continent and beyond. Vlad also regularly acts as a
Judge of the High Court of South Africa, in Johannesburg and
Pretoria. Vlad is recognised as an expert in arbitration by Legal
500, Chambers Global and Best Lawyers. He also heads the
dispute resolution team at Webber Wentzel which won the
Litigation and Dispute Resolution Team of the Year Award at
the African Legal Awards in 2020. Vlad is an attorney of the
High Court in South Africa and solicitor of the Senior Courts in
England and Wales - with Higher Rights of Audience (Civil
Advocacy). Vlad speaks English, Afrikaans and Russian.
Ms. Wairimu Karanja is Director, Wairimu & Co.
(www.envantagelaw.com), a Nairobi-based practice which
provides specialist legal and policy advice, research and
training in the areas of corporate law, energy and natural
resources, investment and trade matters in Kenya and
internationally. She is recognized in Who’s Who Legal (WWL)
2020 rankings as a Future Leader in Arbitration. Wairimu has 12
years’ experience and previously worked in leading Kenyan and
international law firms. She has advised private sector and
development organisations on various projects in Africa
relating to: electricity generation, transmission and trade; oil &
gas; and mining. She has also advised on private equity, M&A,
immigration, employment and IP. Wairimu’s practice entails
acting as an arbitrator and mediator. She has appeared before
international arbitration tribunals of the ICC and FOSFA, and in
New York Convention enforcement in the UK. Wairimu holds a
Master’s Degree in Energy Law and Policy. She can be reached
on Email: wairimu@envantagelaw.com.
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Wambui Muigai is an advocate of the High Court of Kenya and
an Associate in the Litigation and Dispute Resolution
Department at Mohammed Muigai LLP. Wambui has been
involved in the resolution of numerous local, regional and
international disputes through Litigation, Mediation and
Arbitration. Her litigation experience covers a broad spectrum
of matters ranging from Constitutional law, Competition law
and Tax law to Succession law, Intellectual Property law and
Land & Environmental law. Wambui has been involved in and
practiced arbitration under the ICC rules, ICSID rules and
various institutional arbitration rules within Kenya. In the
arbitration sphere, she has key experience in commercial law
disputes, international law disputes and investment disputes.
She has additionally retained an all-round mediation portfolio.
Wambui is an active member of the Law Society of Kenya,
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Kenya) (UK), International
Chamber of Commerce Young Arbitrators Forum (ICC YAF),
Young, International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes (ICSID), International Center for Dispute Resolution,
Young & International (ICDR Y&I), Young, International Council
for commercial Arbitration (ICCA) and the London Court of
International Arbitration (LCIA), Young International
Arbitration Group (YIAG). Wambui is currently on the pathway
to Fellowship but retains the title MCIArb.

Dr Wilfred Mutubwa, is a Chartered Arbitrator (C. Arb) and
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb); viceChairman of the CIArb- Kenya Branch. Advocate of the High
Court of Kenya. Holds an LL. D in International Economic Law
from the University of South Africa and a Post Graduate
Diploma in Arbitration (CIArb –UK). He is the Principal at
Mutubwa and Company Advocates; teaches at the Kenya
School of Law and at the Riara University. He is currently a
member of the Task Force appointed by the Chief Justice of the
Republic of Kenya. He is an Arbitrator listed on London Court
of International Arbitration (LCIA); Mauritius International
Arbitration Centre (MIAC); the Nairobi Centre for International
Arbitration (NCIA); and the Kigali International Centre for
International Arbitration Panels. Experience in over 60
Arbitrations and Mediations, as arbitrator, Mediator and Party
Representative. He has published over 20 Articles on the
subject in peer reviewed Journals. In 2017, he was recognised
by IArb Africa as one of the top 100 Arbitrators in Africa. In 2020
he was named as one of the Top 50 rising Arbitration
Personalities in Africa.
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Mr. Yehia Shahine heads the arbitration practice of ALC –
Alieldean Weshahi & Partners after working for more than 12
years with top-tier law firms in France & Egypt. Yehia regularly
acts as counsel in large number of ad-hoc and institutional
arbitration proceedings conducted under the arbitration rules
of the ICC, CRCICA, DIAC, LCIA, CAS and UNCITRAL in
multidiscipline industries. Yehia is registered as an arbitrator in
CRCICA’s list. Besides his primary focus on arbitration, Yehia’s
practice also encompasses handling complex high-profile
litigation cases and Competition Law matters. Yehia holds LLB
from both l’Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and Cairo
University. He also holds a master’s degree in business and tax
law and a second master’s in international and European
business law, both from l’Université Paris 1 PanthéonSorbonne. Yehia was featured as a ‘’Next Generation
Partner’’ by Legal500 in the EMEA 2020 edition after being
recognized as a ‘’Rising Star’’ for two years in a row starting
2017. Yehia currently serves as: the country reporter from
Egypt
for
the
New
York
Convention
1958
(www.newyorkconvention1958.com) ; board member of the
LACIAC arbitration Centre; member of the Global Advisory
Board (GAB) of the ICDR’s Young & International Group; and
member of the IBA Arb40’s Steering Committee.
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