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Dear Esteemed Participants, on behalf of the EAIAC Committee, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 9th Edition 
of the East Africa International Arbitration Conference (EAIAC), Kigali 2022.  

I am indebted to all our speakers, our hosts KIAC and the Rwanda Bar Association, partners and sponsors, whose 
profiles you will see highlighted here. Thank you for believing in us.

This year’s conference program is themed around: Resettling for a New Age of International Arbitration in Africa: 
Climate Change, Global Partnerships & Sustainable Development, we believe this is relevant for the times we 
are in. The program is jam packed with topics to equip everyone interested in Arbitration practice irrespective of 
profession and sector. We hope you will leave the conference with the learnings you will need to ensure you are 
at the forefront of Arbitration practice and innovation.
 
The format for the two days includes curated panel discussions, Fireside chats and interactive networking ses-
sions followed by pre CHOGM drinks reception and a gala dinner to celebrate Africa Arbitration Awards winners.
 
Finally, the highlight of the conference is the Africa Arbitration Awards! We had 5 Award categories, under which 
we received 100s of nominations. Our Panel of 5 independent nomination judges had a daunting task to evaluate 
nominations and short-list 3 nominees in each category.
 
We had over 2000 votes cast for the shortlisted candidates, we wait with bated breath for the announcement of 
the 2022 Africa Arbitration Award Winners during the Awards Gala Dinner on Friday 17th June 2022.
 
 What is apparent is that Africa is overflowing with international arbitration expertise. I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to thank our hosts Kigali International Arbitration Centre, the Rwanda Bar Association, speakers, sponsors 
and all our strategic Partners. Through your commitment and support, we can deliver quality and successful 
programs every year.
 
Special thanks to my fellow EAIAC Committee Members: Elodie Dulac (King & Spalding); Leyou Tameru (I-Arb 
Africa) and Wairimu Karanja GC at Persistent Energy Capital.
 
Finally, may I recognise colleagues from GBS Africa: Steven, Faye, Winnie, Harrison and Judith for the logistical 
support and management of the conference and the Awards. 

Finally,EAIAC is proud to support Five Talents, a Charity that offers micro-finance, saving and business training so-
lutions for communities in Africa. For more information and how to support, please visit: www.fivetalents.org.uk.
 
I wish you great deliberations, as we foster international arbitration in Africa. 

AGNES GITAU
Conference Director
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Dear Participants, 

All protocol observed,

To say that we are thrilled to see you all in KIGALI, at this 9th East Africa International Arbitration conference is an 
understatement. It is my pleasure to extend a cheerful and warm welcome to you all in Kigali, Rwanda the country 
of a thousand hills. 

Rwanda Bar Association as a professional body that brings together 1,500 lawyers in Rwanda was honored, to be 
part of the organization of this important conference.
 
Arbitration is one of the key mechanism of alternative dispute resolution, in Rwanda its taking a very important 
place in resolving a good number of disputes. It is in the same line of ideas that KIGALI INTERNATIONAL ARBITRA-
TION CENTER was created and now is 10 years old. This was very important milestone in promoting institutional 
arbitration in Rwanda, regionally and internationally. 

Kigali International Arbitration Center works hand in hand with Rwanda Bar Association to train lawyer’s practi-
tioners in Arbitration, to promote other ADR’s, to facilitate and manage Arbitration proceedings. 

Hosting such a conference in the fringes of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2022 
is a great opportunity for Rwanda Bar Association.
 
Discussions of professionals on topics such as: Resettling for a New Age of International Arbitration in Africa: 
Climate Change, Global Partnerships & Sustainable Development is timely and very important in our time.   

I cannot conclude my remarks without thanking GBS Africa and I-ARB for believing in us and choose to partner 
with Rwanda Bar Association in organizing this conference. We value our continued partnership and look forward 
to keep working with you going forward, as we promote Arbitration across East Africa and internationally. 

I therefore want to welcome you all once again in Kigali, wish you a pleasant stay, fruitful conference and delibera-
tions.
  
MURAKAZA NEZA, WELCOME, KARIBUNI RWANDA.

Adv. Moise NKUNDABARASHI
President, Rwanda Bar Association
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Distinguished guests, all protocol observed;

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the 09th East Africa International Arbitration Conference hosted 
in our beautiful Rwanda, the land of a thousand hills and home to Kigali International Arbitration Centre; under 
the theme “Resettling for a New age of International Arbitration in Africa: Climate Change, Global Partner-
ships & Sustainable Development,”.

I particularly address my welcome note to our Chief Guest, Keynote Speakers and distinguished speakers for 
having accepted to enlighten us on topics that have been selected for this conference.

Warm welcome to all the delegates who have travelled miles and miles from across the globe to join us here in 
Kigali to exchange on the Promotion of the Practice of International Arbitration on our Continent. Kindly note that 
your presence is highly appreciable by all of us. 

We are glad that this Conference I hosted in our Country where the Government and the Private Sector have con-
tinuously collaborated to promote Arbitration and other ADR mechanisms for business disputes settlement. As a 
result of those collaborative efforts, we have in Rwanda one of the most vibrant arbitral institutions in Africa, the 
Kigali International Arbitration (KIAC) which is celebrating its 10 years anniversary very soon in September 2022 
while the Centre is honored to be one the key strategic partners in the organization of this Conference. Undoubt-
edly, most of participants and stakeholders here present have played a remarkable role in our growth and we 
thank you for that.

I strongly believe, that with notable and eminent arbitration practitioners and key stakeholders here present, this 
conference will lay tangible and concrete strategies and recommendations from insightful discussions & debates 
aimed promoting excellence in arbitration practice in our region and beyond.

As I conclude my remarks, I want to extend my special “Thank you” word to the organizers of this conference for 
having chosen Kigali as the host and engaging KIAC as a partner as well as for their tireless efforts and sleepless 
nights for making this event a memorable one. 

I wish you all a very pleasant stay & memorable time in our beautiful city as I look forward to fruitful deliberations. 

Thank you.

Victor MUGABE
Secretary General/KIAC
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WIFI Access
For the benefit of the par-

ticipants, we have a wireless 
Internet access within the 

conference room. 

Look out for the access codes 
on the screens. You can also 

approach any conference 
staff for assistance.

Lunch & Refreshments
Lunch & refreshments will be 
served on 16 & 17, during the 

conference. 

The ushers will direct appro-
priately as to the venue and 

timings. 

Post Event Media
Photographs will be avail-

able after the conference. An 
email including details of how 

to access these will be sent 
following the event. Presen-
tations will also be available 
after the conference. Kindly 

note that we shall only share 
those that we have permis-

sion to do so.

Africa Arbitration Awards 
2022

We invite you to celebrate 
Africa’s Arbitration Practice at 

the Closing Gala Dinner.

Winners of the awards will 
be announced at the Gala 
Dinner on 17th June 2022.

Closing Gala Dinner
We invite you to join us at the 

Closing Gala Dinner. 

Dinner will be served on 
17th June 2022 from 7.30pm. 

Venue to be adviced.

 Your are welcome

Welcome Cocktails
We invite you to join us for 

the opening cocktails.

Reception drinks will be 
served on16th June from 
6.30pm at Serena Hotel.

Your are welcome

Use of Phones
As an expression of cour-
tesy to other participants, 

we request that your phone 
should be switched to silent 
mode during the conference 

sessions.

Security
For security reasons and ease 
of identification, you are re-
quested to always have your 

participant badge on at all 
times, during the event.

Kindly make sure to collect 
your badge at the registration 

desk.

Feedback Forms
We are eager to receive your 
feedback about our forums. 

Kindly fill in the feedback 
form provided to you. 

Share with us what you like 
and dislike. This will help us 

improve in the future.

Elodie Dulac
Partner

King & Spalding
Singapore

Leyou Tameru
Managing Director

Iarb Africa
Ethiopia

Wairimu Karanja
Chief Legal Officer
Persistent Energy 
Capital LLC, Kenya

Agnes Gitau
Partner

GBS Africa
United Kingdom
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Organizing Committee
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EAIAC 2022 Charity Highlight!

Five Talents; Micro-finance solutions for com-
munities in Africa.

Enabling the enterprising poor to set up small businesses 
by providing business training alongside savings & micro-
loan facilities

Five Talents  provides savings schemes, small loans, and busi-
ness training for those in need in rural Burundi,Kenya, Tanza-
nia, DRC and Uganda. We make use of a modern, hybrid form 
of savings-based micro-finance that relies on local partners, 
enterprising clients, and an innovative use of technology.

For more information and how to support, kindly visit: 
www.fivetalents.org.uk
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Preparing the Next Generation of Arbitra-
tion Leaders.

Keynote Speaker
Sir William Blair, International Advisory & Dispute 
Resolution Unit & Associate Member, 3 Verulam Build-
ings

Sir William (Bill) Blair is a former Judge of London’s Commer-
cial Court whose expertise is in commercial and financial law 
and dispute resolution. He is considered a leading interna-
tional expert in the law of banking and finance.

Professor of Financial Law and Ethics at the Centre for Com-
mercial Law Studies, Queen Mary University of London, he 
served as a High Court Judge in England and Wales for nearly 
ten years, and was Judge in Charge of the Commercial Court 
from 2016. He helped to establish the specialist
Financial List, and the Standing International Forum of Com-
mercial Courts. He was the first President of the Board of 
Appeal of the European Supervisory Authorities until 2019.

In 2017, Sir William rejoined 3 Verulam Buildings as an Associ-
ate Member, having previously practised from these cham-
bers as a commercial QC before appointment to the bench.

Sir William sits as an arbitrator and has had LCIA, HKIAC, ICC 
and ICSID appointments as Chair, sole arbitrator and party-
appointed arbitrator. He is a member of the LCIA and is listed 
on the Panel of Arbitrators of the Beijing Arbitration Commis-
sion (BAC), the Shenzhen Court of International
Arbitration (SCIA), the China International Economic and 
Trade Arbitration Commission (CIETAC) and HKIAC’s Panel 
of Arbitrators and Panel of Arbitrators for Financial Services 
Disputes. The section for Sir William’s arbitration experience 
is below.

Speakers
Safia Abdalla, Candidate Legal Practitioner, Aztan Law 
Firm Advocates & Legal Consultants, Sudan

Ms. Safia graduated from Middlesex University in 2021, with 
an Upper Second-Class Honours degree in LLB Law. 
Participated in various activates such as mentoring schemes 
and Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot, 
as well as volunteer work in diverse fields. 
Co-organised the first Career Day for law students and fresh 
graduates in the 8th East African International Arbitration 
Conference while being the co-rapporteur. Withal worked in 
various legal-aid projects involving Human Rights.
Passionate about and worked in many projects in Interna-
tional Commercial Arbitration.

Dr. Emilia Onyema, Professor of International Com-
mercial Law, SOAS, University of London, United King-
dom.
Emilia Onyema is Professor of International Commercial Law 
at SOAS University of London. She is qualified to practice law 
in Nigeria, as a Solicitor in England & Wales and Fellow of 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrator. She teaches international 
commercial arbitration and international investment law; 
convenes the SOAS Arbitration in Africa conference series; 
and leads the Arbitration in Africa biennial survey research 

YOUNG ARBITRATORS CAREER DAY

10:00 - 11.30 
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2 project. She co-published the African Promise and founded 

the Arbitration Fund for African Students charity. In her arbi-
tration practice, she has experience as presiding, co and sole 
arbitrator in international commercial arbitration.

Julien Kavaruganda, Senior Partner, K-Solutions & 
Partners, Rwanda
Julien is the Founder & Senior Partner of K-Solutions & Part-
ners, a corporate law firm in Kigali, Rwanda. He has over sev-
enteen years of experience practicing law at the Brussels and 
Rwanda Bar Associations.

Julien is the immediate past President of the Rwanda Bar 
Association (2015-2021). He is the President of the Associa-
tion of the Bar Associations of the Great Lakes Region, Vice 
Chairman of the Kigali International Arbitration Center and 
Board member of the East African Law Society, Rwandan Law 
Reform Commission and Rwanda Finance.

Dipna Gunnoo, Legal Practitioner, Mauritius
Dipna Gunnoo is a fully bilingual (English and French) and du-
al-qualified lawyer specialized in international arbitration and 
international business law.  Splitting her time between Paris 
and Mauritius, she has worked on a wide range of high-profile 
cross-border matters, often relating to or within the African 
and European continents, in various sectors and areas.
She also teaches international arbitration at the Mauritian 
campus of the Université Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas in its LL.M 
and LL. B programs. 
 She has been appointed as the Regional Coordina-
tor for Africa of Young ICCA in January 2022.

Before going back into private practice, Dipna was the Head 
of the MCCI Arbitration & Mediation Center (MARC) which is 
the dispute resolution centre of the Mauritius Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) where she managed, for 2 
years and a half, arbitration and mediation cases seated in 
Mauritius and abroad.

She has previously worked in the international arbitration 
and mediation teams of Dechert LLP (Paris office), Derains 
& Gharavi International (Paris office) and Brown Rudnick LLP 
(Paris and London offices), as well as the French-Mauritian law 
firm PLCJ in Mauritius. Dipna has also worked for 2 years as 
Counsel of LCIA-MIAC Arbitration Centre in Mauritius which 
was a joint-venture between the Mauritius International Arbi-
tration Centre and the London Court of International Arbitra-
tion which is one of the leading institutions for international 
arbitration and mediation matters.

Abayomi Okubote, Executive Director, Africa Arbitra-
tion Academy
Abayomi is the Managing Partner of Pensbury Attorneys & 
Solicitors – a boutique arbitration firm in Abuja, Nigeria. His 
expertise spans the disparate yet connected fields of disputes 
and transaction advisory services. He has garnered signifi-
cant experience by representing multinational corporations 
in high-profile commercial disputes and has advised govern-
ment agencies on several cutting-edge commercial projects 
in Africa. He has been involved, including as a counsel, in nu-
merous ad hoc and institutional arbitrations, under the LCIA, 
ICC, HKIAC, UNCITRAL, CRCICA, CIArb and ICSID Rules. He 
has sat as an arbitrator in several domestic and international 
arbitrations.. He is the Founder of the Association of Young 
Arbitrators (AYA), the Africa Arbitration Academy and African 
Journal of International Arbitration (AJIA).



9th East Africa International

16 -17 June 2022 | Kigali-Rwanda

A R B I T R A T I O N
C O N F E R E N C E

9Business Brochure 9EAST AFRICA INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CONFERENCE JUNE | 16-17 2022

EAIAC Committee Welcome Remarks

Host Partner Welcome remarks
Victor Mugabe, Secretary General, Kigali International 
Arbitration Centre (KIAC), Rwanda.

Since January 2021 to date, Victor MUGABE is the Secretary 
General of Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC), the 
premier and sole arbitration Institution in Rwanda. In his Sec-
retary General’s capacity, Victor Mugabe serves as the head 
and Registrar of the Centre and oversights the administration 
of arbitration and mediation cases filed at the Centre.

Victor MUGABE previously served as the Executive Director 
of the Rwanda Bar Association since April 2012 to December 
2020 and the the Coordinator of the Justice, Reconciliation, 
Law and Order Sector Secretariat in the Rwanda’s Ministry of 
Justice since 2010 to 2012.

Victor MUGABE is an experienced lawyer in legal and institu-
tional development, international arbitration and other ADR 
mechanisms.

Welcome Address
Dr. Emmanuel UGIRASHEBUJA, Minister for Justice 
and Attorney General, Rwanda

Dr. Emmanuel UGIRASHEBUJA is the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of the Republic of Rwanda. He is a former 
President of the East African Court of Justice. He is a Dean 
Emeritus of the National University of Rwanda, Faculty of Law 
and has given lecturers on diverse subjects of law to various 
wellrenowned Universities worldwide. He was educated and 
has practiced in the major legal systems, namely, common 
law and civil law systems.

In addition, he has been bestowed confidence by his peers by 
being elected to different judicial and legal bodies, notably; 
the Global Judicial Institute on the Environment, supported 
by the UNEP and IUCN; He is also a member of the Governing 
Board of the International Association of Law Schools.

He was Awarded a Lifetime Appointment as a Distinguished 
Fellow & Eminent Jurist at Jindal Global Law School, OP, Jindal 
Global University India as “exemplar jurist and contribution of 
law and Justice which have transcended geographical bound-
aries and jurisdictional limitation”; the 2019 Bright Interna-
tional- Jurist- in Residence University of Hawai’i School of Law.

Dr. Ugirashebuja holds a PhD and LLM awarded by the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh and a Bachelor’s Degree awarded by 
the National University of Rwanda (Currently, University of 
Rwanda).

Moderator
Tolu Obamuroh, Associate, White & Case LLP, France.

Tolu Obamuroh is an Associate in the International Arbitra-
tion Group in Paris. His practice includes international com-
mercial and investment arbitration.

Prior to joining White & Case, Tolu was the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel of the Lagos Court of Arbitration, where he was 
responsible for case management and dispute resolution of 
the Court. He has also worked in a commercial firm in Nigeria, 
during which time he was involved in high profile transactions 
in Nigeria.

Tolu was recently co-chair of Young ICCA (International Coun-
cil for Commercial Arbitration). He was named in the Rising 
Stars Category (40 under 40) of the Nigerian Legal Awards in 
2016 and 2018, and a recipient of the Africa’s 50 Most Promis-
ing Young Arbitration Practitioners 2020 Award by the Asso-
ciation of Young Arbitrators (AYA Africa).

Panelists
Power/transmission project development and dis-
putes
Jackwell Feris, Director, Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc., 
South Africa.

Jackwell Feris is a Director and the Sector Head: Industrials, 
Manufacturing & Trade at Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc.

He provides policy, law and regulatory advisory services on 
projects and transactional work, dispute prevention, dispute 
avoidance and dispute resolution services in several African 

PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION

08:00 - 08.30 

OPENING PLENARY SESSION

08:00 - 09.30

SESSION ONE: Trends and hot topics 
in government related arbitration 
(infrastructure disputes)

09:30 - 10.45
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Delegates, speakers and strategic partners collect their 
badges and conference material at the registration desk.

Chief Guest Keynote Address
Dr. Faustin NTEZILYAYO, Chief Justice/President, Su-
preme Court, Rwanda

Dr. Faustin Ntezilyayo has served in various positions within 
the Government of Rwanda including as Minister of Justice, 
Vice Governor of the National Bank of Rwanda, Managing Di-
rector of the Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Agency. He has been 
a Consultant with the World Bank, the United Nations Insti-
tute for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), among others. He 
also has taught in various universities in Rwanda, the United 
States of America and Canada.

Prior to his appointment as Chief Justice, Dr. Ntezilyayo was 
Judge of the East African Court of Justice. He is a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIarb - London); a Member 
of the Panel of Conciliators of the World Bank’s International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID); and a 
Member of the African Arbitration Association (AfAA).

Chief Justice Faustin Ntezilyayo holds a PhD in law from Ant-
werp University (1994, Belgium), a Master’s in Taxation Law 
from Free University of Brussels (1996, Belgium), a Master of 
Arts in international affairs with specialization in international 
trade policy from Carleton University (2009, Canada), and a 
Bachelor of Law from the National University of Rwanda 

(1986). 
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jurisdictions acting for governments, state-owned entities 
and private sector corporations/investors. His has extensive 
experience in the mining, energy and natural resources sec-
tors in Africa, and as Sector Head: Industrials, Manufacturing 
& Trade he leads CDH’s work on future industries such as 
Clean Hydrogen, E-Mobility (hydrogen & batteries), Robotics 
& Automation and Intra-Africa trade matters under the aus-
pieces of the Africa Continental Free Trade Area.

Jackwell is an active member of the international investment 
and international commercial dispute resolution community 
in Africa.

Construction projects development and disputes
Dr. Guillaume Aréou, Avocat à la Cour,Reed Smith 
LLP, France

Dr Guillaume Aréou is a member of the Paris Bar (Avocat à 
la Cour) specialised in International Arbitration. He holds a 
Ph.D. in International Investment Law from Nice Côte d’Azur 
University and has more than ten years’ experience in Africa-
related arbitration. He assists both investors and States alike 
in arbitration proceedings under a variety of arbitration rules, 
spanning various industry sectors with a particular focus on 
investment and construction matters. Guillaume is co-found-
er of AfricArb, an association of professionals focusing on 
Africa-related arbitration.

Oil & gas and pipeline development disputes
Olivia Matovu, Partner Ligomarc Advocates Uganda

Olivia is an Arbitrator and Trainer of Arbitration & other ADR 
Mechanism. Olivia is an Advocate of the High Court of Uganda 
and other Courts of Judicature with over fifteen (15) years’ 
experience. Olivia’s areas of expertise are majorly in Interna-
tional & Domestic Commercial Arbitration, Mediation and Liti-
gation. She is a seasoned Dispute Resolution Practitioner who 
has served both as Counsel and Arbitrator over the years. 
Olivia has over the years majorly provided advisory & dispute 
resolution services to Commercial Banks, Development Fi-
nance Institutions Statutory Corporations, Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations (NGOs), Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
and Ministries, Agencies & Departments.

HEALTH BREAK

10:45- 11.15

NETWORKING LUNCH BREAK

12.30- 14.00

SESSION TWO: The Double Whammy: 
Lesson in Contracting and 
Arbitration amidst Global 
Uncertainty /Pandemic 

11:15 - 12.30

Moderator
Jide Adesokan, Partner, Stephenson Harwood LLP, 
United Kingdom.

Jide is a partner in the international arbitration team and 
the Africa group at Stephenson Harwood.  His practice is fo-
cussed on arbitration and litigation across a broad range of 
sectors including shares and asset acquisitions, shareholder 
disputes and offshore energy, particularly in Africa where he 
has significant experience. He has acted as counsel in arbitra-
tion proceedings under various institutional rules including 
LCIA, ICC and SIAC, as well as in ad hoc proceedings. Jide is 
dual qualified as a barrister and solicitor in England and Ni-

geria, where he worked for a leading arbitration practice. Jide 
also worked for two years at the Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion in The Hague, providing legal support to arbitral tribunals 
in disputes involving States and State entities.

Panelists
Disruptions in the Global Supply Chain and effect/
potential for disputes.
Dr. Bernd Ehle, Partner, LALIVE, Switzerland

Dr. Bernd Ehle is a partner at LALIVE (Geneva/Zurich/London) 
specializing in international arbitration. Bernd has acted as 
counsel and arbitrator in more than 80 international com-
mercial and investment arbitral proceedings brought under 
many of the major arbitration rules and governed by civil law 
and common law. His practice focuses on complex disputes 
involving in particular major infrastructure and construction 
projects across the world. Bernd is a member of the Arbitra-
tion Court of the Swiss Arbitration Centre, a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) and a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Foundation for International 
Arbitration Advocacy (FIAA).

Global uncertainty and how this impacts flows of 
trade and investment into African Countries.
Alastair Tomson, Barrister, 4 Stone Buildings Cham-
bers, London.

Alastair Tomson is a barrister practising from 4 Stone Build-
ings chambers in London. He has a commercial disputes 
focussed practice encompassing High Court litigation and 
international arbitration (ICSID, ICC, UNCITRAL, LCIA), with 
particular expertise in banking and finance, financial services, 
energy and natural resources, company disputes and insol-
vency.  He has been working on Africa-based disputes for 
over a decade, including a number of international arbitra-
tions on behalf of the Government of Rwanda. He is also reg-
istered in Part II of the Dubai International Financial Centre’s 
Academy of Law’s Register of Practitioners.

Lessons and New Opportunities in Arbitration 

from the Pandemic
Flora Jones, Senior Associate, King & Spalding Interna-
tional LLP, United Kingdom

Flora Jones is a Senior Associate specialising in internation-
al arbitration, with a particular focus on the energy sector.  
She has represented energy clients in numerous large, com-
plex and high value commercial and investment arbitrations 
around the world, including two years spent in Tokyo, repre-
senting a range of Japanese clients on their projects disputes.

Flora has acted as counsel in international arbitrations under 
most of the major institutional rules (including LCIA, ICC, 
ICSID, and SCC).  She is qualified as a solicitor of the Senior 
Courts of England and Wales and also holds Higher Rights of 
Audience (Civil Proceedings).
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SESSION THREE: Climate change, 
environment and sustainability 
disputes in Africa

14:00 - 15.15

SESSION FOUR: Fireside Chat: 
Perspectives from General Counsel 
on Arbitration (Value to company, 
costs, reputation, among others)

15:00 - 16.15

Moderator
Luisa Cetina, Director, Anjarwalla & Khanna, Kenya

Luisa Cetina is a Director in the firm’s Dispute Resolution and 
Forensics & Investigations teams, with a focus on complex in-
vestigations, international arbitration, antitrust and white-col-
lar crime. Luisa also co-heads the firm’s International Trade 
practice. Prior to joining A&K, Luisa spent almost a decade 
as a corporate litigator at White & Case in New York where 
she represented clients in multi-jurisdictional civil and crimi-
nal antitrust matters, complex business disputes and inter-
national arbitration proceedings. In 2020, Legal 500 recom-
mended Luisa as “an experienced international litigator.”
Luisa previously also acted as the Head of Business Develop-
ment, Marketing & Communications for the A&K Group and 
ALN, where she was responsible for directing the business 
development and marketing activities of A&K, its affiliated of-
fices in Tanzania and the UAE, and ALN.
Luisa is admitted to the New York State Bar as well as the 
U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of 
New York. She earned BCL and LLB law degrees, as well as a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, from McGill University in Montreal, 
Canada.

Panelists
Climate, sustainability and ESG considerations for 
investors and DFIs in contracting.
Prof. Kofi Abotsi, Managing Partner, Axis Legal, 
Ghana.

Kofi Abotsi is an Associate Professor of comparative consti-
tutional and international law, and Dean of the UPSA Law 
School. He is a practicing lawyer, notary public, and  consulted 
for governmental and Inter-governmental bodies/agencies. 
Dean Abotsi continues to serve on, and chair a number of 
boards and played leading roles in the corporate governance 
space in Ghana. He holds an LLB, and BL from Ghana, LLM 
from Harvard, and a PhD from the University of Milan, Italy. 
He is a member of the Ghana Bar Association and Rotary In-
ternational and a fellow of the Institute of Directors, Ghana.

Emerging areas in commercial disputes arising 
from climate, sustainability and ESG matters.
Desmond Odhiambo, Partner, Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr 
Inc., Kenya.

Desmond Odhiambo is a partner at Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyer, 
a leading African law firm. He has over 12 years’ experience 
providing dispute resolution, risk advisory and regulatory ser-
vices to clients in Kenya and various other African jurisdic-
tions. He has particular experience in advising on engineer-
ing, procurement and construction contracts. He also advises 
on project related insurance including contractors all risk 
insurance, public liability insurance, professional indemnity 
insurance and project specific policies. He has represented 
clients in various complex arbitrations (whether ad hoc or in-
stitutional). He is a qualified mediator and a member of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Kenya branch (MCIArb).

Tracking Climate Action in Arbitration - smart arbi-
tration, hearing management

Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi, Registrar/CEO, Nairobi 
Centre for International Arbitration, Kenya.

Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi is the Registrar/Board Secretary, Nai-
robi Centre for International Arbitration. As CEO he leads the 
Secretariat of the Centre.

He is also an arbitrator and accredited mediator, member of 
the International Council of Commercial Arbitration (ICCA), 
member of Kenya’s representatives to the UNCITRAL Work-
ing Group II Arbitration & Conciliation (involved in discus-
sions which culminated in the Convention on Transparency 
in Investor-State Arbitration) and UNCITRAL Working Group 
III Online Dispute Resolution amongst other appointments.

Moderator
Kamal Shah, Partner, Stephenson Harwood LLP, 
United Kingdom
Kamal is the head of Stephenson Harwood’s Africa and India 
groups. He specialises in complex, cross-border international 
arbitration, litigation and fraud and asset recovery. He acts 
for governments, government entities, banks, private corpo-
rations and high net-worth individuals in a range of matters 
including those relating to projects and infrastructure, joint 
ventures, banking and finance, shareholder arrangements, 
energy and a range of schemes commonly used to defraud 
individuals and corporations. Kamal is highly ranked in the 
legal directories Chambers & Partners, The Legal 500, and 
IFLR1000. He has also been named as a leading practitioner 
in Who’s Who Legal: Future Leaders 2017 – 2021. Kamal is 
currently the president of the LCIA African Users Council, and 
a LCIA Court Member.

Panelists
Tracking Climate Action in Arbitration - smart arbi-
tration, hearing management
Nada Amer, General Counsel,  Unilever, UAE

The General counsel for Unilever Mashreq and executive 
board member. Her practices focus on complex corporate 
matters, intellectual property, competition, labour controver-
sial matters and e-commerce. She has extensive experience 
in business integrity, data privacy, M&A projects and legal op-
erations.
Additionally, she was able to contribute to Unilever arbitra-
tion cases and with the inhouse corporate insight she was 
able to revamp the arbitration cases to drive into efficiency 
and set efficient arbitration framework. Nada played a signifi-
cant role in various strategic initiatives including legal digitiza-
tion, compliance and legal future fit programs and process 
simplification,contributing to the legal agenda integration in 
the business.

Dr. Muna Eltayeb, Head of Legal at Al-Jazeera Bank, 
Sudan, Al Jazeera Jordinian Bank, Sudan

Muna Eltayeb has LL.B of Law, -University of Khartoum, a Post 
Graduate Diploma in Law from the University of Khartoum 
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and LL.M from Faculty of law-University of Khartoum and PhD 
(International Law), University of Khartoum (2013). Muna has 
been working as a Lawyer before Criminal and Civil Sudanese 
Courts since 1991. She was a Human Rights Officer at United 
Nation Mission in Sudan (UNMIS – HR) from 2006 –2011. 
Currently she is Head of the Legal Department at Al-Jazeera 
Sudanese Jordanian Bank in Khartoum and is a Lecturer at 
Ahfad University for Women- Gender and Peace Studies -MSc. 
Program. 

Wairimu Karanja, Head of Legal, Persistent Energy 
Capital LLC, Kenya

Wairimu Karanja is a member of the EAIAC Program Com-
mittee. She is a Partner and Chief Legal Officer at Persistent 
Energy Capital LLC, Africa’s Climate Venture Builder. She has 
over 12 years’ legal experience in climate, energy and corpo-
rate law matters. She was previously founder at W&Co|Law 
+ Policy and has worked in leading Kenyan and international 
law firms. Wairimu has a Post-Graduate Master of Laws (LL.M) 
in Energy and Policy from the University of Dundee’s Centre 
for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy (CEPMLP). 
She has a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) from the University of Nai-
robi.

COFFEE BREAK

16:15- 16.30

Moderator
Julie Mulindi,Associate, Gikera & Vadgama Advocates, 
Kenya

Julie is an associate in the Dispute Resolution Department. 
She has experience representing clients in the Magistrates’ 
Courts, High Court, Employment and Labour Relations Court, 
Environment and Land Court, Court of Appeal, international 
and local arbitral tribunals, and statutory tribunals. Julie’s ex-
perience includes asset tracing, corporate insolvencies, debt 
recovery, employment environment and land, financial ser-
vices, intellectual property, and landlord and tenant claims.

Julie writes and trains on various legal topics including cor-
porate restructuring and management of debt. Her clients 
are in agriculture, hospitality, infrastructure, manufacturing, 
telecommunications sectors. She advises both corporate and 
private clients.

Julie holds a Bachelor of Laws Degree from the University of 
Nairobi and a Postgraduate Diploma from the Kenya School 
of Law. Julie is currently pursuing a Masters Degree in Interna-
tional Financial and Regulation Law at Strathmore University.

Julie is a member of the Law Society of Kenya and the East 
Africa Law Society.

Panelists
Arbitration laws of African countries departing 
from the New York Convention grounds for recog-

SESSION FIVE: Developments in 
Recognition and Enforcement of 
Arbitral Awards in Africa.

16:30 - 17.45

nition and enforcement.
Mushtaq Namdarkhan, Partner, BLC Robert, Mauri-
tius.

Mushtaq Namdarkhan is a Partner at BLC Robert within the 
Dispute Resolution department and is mainly involved in 
corporate/commercial litigations and arbitrations. Mushtaq 
regularly appears before the Supreme Court of Mauritius 
in shareholder disputes, banking litigation and construction 
disputes among others. He appears before the Designated 
Judges under the International Arbitration Act in applications 
involving the International Arbitration Act and the Conven-
tion for the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral 
Awards Act. He is also involved in a number of high-value do-
mestic and international commercial arbitrations. Mushtaq 
has co-authored the BLC Robert publication “Why Mauritius? 
A National Court in Support of International Arbitration” in 
2016. He also intervenes as a speaker at several international 
arbitration conferences, including the East Africa Internation-
al Arbitration Conference.

The Courts’ attitude towards New York Convention 
Award Enforcement: African case studies.
Dr. Fidele Masengo, Partner, Juris Chambers East 
Africa & Former Secretary General, KIAC, Rwanda.

Dr. Fidèle Masengo is the former Secretary General of Kigali 
International Arbitration Centre (KIAC). He teaches Interna-
tional Economic Law; International Competition Law at Kigali 
Independent University (Masters Level). He also teaches Inter-
national Arbitration Law at the Institute of Legal Practice and 
Development. Before joining KIAC, he served as the Deputy 
Chief of Party and Senior Technical Adviser within USAID 
Chemonics International LAND Project. Dr. Fidèle Masengo 
worked as the Director of Public Prosecution services and Di-
rector of the Administration of Justice with the Rwanda Minis-
try of Justice.  He holds a Master Degree in Economic law from 
the University of Louvain, a PhD in Law from the University of 
Antwerp, a Doctorate in Theology from Life Pacific University 
of Canada.

The interpretation of the Public Policy New York 

Convention ground in African courts
Abbas Esmail, Partner, Anjarwalla & Khanna, Kenya.

Abbas is a Partner in the Dispute Resolution department at 
ALN Kenya. His practice specializes in criminal and commer-
cial litigation as well as regulatory enforcement disputes, with 
a focus on anti-corruption and economic crime, white collar 
crime, cyber-crime and competition investigations.

Abbas’s practice also includes constitutional and human 
rights litigation and arbitration. He has significant experience 
handling a wide range of high-profile litigations which include 
fraud cases, anti-corruption cases, shareholder disputes, in-
solvency disputes and constitutional and human rights litiga-
tion. As the Chair of the firm’s pro bono committee, Abbas 
has acted on some major civil rights litigation on a pro bono 
basis.

Arbitrator’s lack of independence and impartiality 
as a New York Convention ground.
Sanjeev Khagram, Partner, A.B. Patel & Patel Advo-
cates, Kenya

Holds a Bachelor of Law Degree from the University of 
London and was admitted as a Solicitor of the Supreme Court 
of England and Wales in 1995. In 1997, Sanjeev was admit-
ted to the Roll of Advocates of the High Court of Kenya. He 
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is a member of the Law Society of England and Wales, Law 
Society of Kenya, The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Kenya 
and is a certified mediator. Sanjeev has more than 20 years’ 
experience in commercial litigation and significant expertise 
particularly in commercial, construction and marine disputes. 
Sanjeev has presented a number of papers on arbitration and 
alternative dispute resolution in Kenyan and international 
forums.

LEADERSHIP PANEL: Handing the 
Baton and Paying it Forward 

17:45 - 18.45

Insights from seasoned leaders in the Arbitration, 
mediation and disputes community in Africa, in-
cluding Attorney Generals, Senior Counsel, Senior 
Arbitrators and Justices

Moderator
Moses Adriko, Managing Partner, MMAKS, Uganda

Moses is a Partner at the Firm and Co-head of MMAKS liti-
gation team. His practice focuses mainly on Corporate and 
Commercial Law, Civil Litigation, Intellectual Property and 
International Criminal Law. He is a Solicitor of the Supreme 
Court of England and Wales. He holds a LLB (Hons) degree 
from the University of East Angalia. Moses is a past president 
of the Uganda Law Society and chaired the African Forum of 
the International Bar Association (IBA). Moses has served on 
the on the IBA Human Rights Institute as a Council Member. 
Moses is a certified adjudicator accredited by the Kuala 
Lumpur Regional Centre for Arbitration.

Panelists
Prof. Githu Muigai, Senior Partner, Mohammed 
Muigai LLP, Kenya

Prof. Githu Muigai has broad international and domestic ex-
perience at dispute resolution having represented Kenya as 
the Attorney General before the International Criminal Court 
at the Hague, serving as a member of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration at the Hague. He previously served as the chief 
legal adviser to the Government of Kenya as Attorney General 
(August 2011-March 2018) and as a Commissioner with the 
former Constitution of Kenya Review Commission, as judge 
to the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (2008-
2010). He is also a former Special Rapporteur on contempo-
rary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance (2008-2011).

Hon. Lady Justice Anita Mugeni, Judge, East Africa 
Court of , Tanzania.

ANITA MUGENI, a Judge to East African Court of Justice Appel-
late Division from February 2021- to date.

Holds a Master’s Degree in Law (LLM), FUSL-UC Louvain, Bel-
gium (2005); Bachelor’s Degree in Law (LLB) from the National 
University of Rwanda (NUR, 1996), She is a senior member of 
the Rwandan bar with a great training and experience in the 
civil law system. She has been a practicing lawyer for many 
years as she started her Legal practice as an advocate in Janu-

ary, 1998 working her way up as one of the most prolific com-
mercial and litigation attorneys in Rwanda.

Previously: Justice Mugeni has worked on many commercial 
transactions advisory cases including dispute resolution, due 
diligences and insolvencies. She is the one of the founding 
partners of MRB Attorneys. She had been running and man-
aging very successful law firms, MK Law firm and MRB Attor-
neys respectively; She has served as acting President of the 
Rwanda Bar Association (RBA), served as Dean and Council 
member of RBA, Council member of the East African Law 
Society, a commissioner of the Public service commission, 
a commissioner of the National Consultative Committee on 
EAC Political Federation.

She is member of the Rwanda Bar Association, the East African 
Law Society and the Conférence Internationale des Barreaux 
(CIB), and member of the Insolvency Administration Associa-
tion of Rwanda. She has a great grounding in Kinyarwanda 
and French and a good command in English and Swahili.

Anita has more than two decade of immense experience in 
legal practice and academia having taught law at the National 
University of Rwanda, the Independent University of Kigali 
(ULK), at UNILAK and she is a trainer of professional ethics at 
Rwanda Bar Association and at the Institute of Legal Practice 
& Development (ILPD).

Kamau Karori, Senior Partner & Head, Dispute Reso-
lution Practice Group DLA Piper Africa, Kenya.

Kamau Karori MBS is a Chartered Arbitrator and an active 
member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. He main-
tains an active practice as both counsel and arbitrator and 
boasts a wide range of clients including leading local and in-
ternational blue-chip companies, the State Law Office, State 
Corporations and also individuals.

Karori has served as Attorney and as Arbitrator in several 
high-profile domestic and international arbitrations. Karori 
has been involved as counsel in several international arbi-
tration claims including the multi-billion-dollar international 
investment arbitration claim by Cortec Mining Kenya Limited 
which proceeded for hearing under the auspices of the Inter-
national Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) 
and was determined in favour of the State.

END OF DAY ONE

18:45- 19.00

Closing Remarks by Host.
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PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION

08:30- 09.00

OPENING PLENARY SESSION

09:00 - 09.30

Delegates, speakers and strategic partners collect their 
badges and conference material at the registration desk.

Host Partner Address
Moise Nkundabarashi, President, Rwanda Bar Asso-
ciation.

Adv. Moise NKUNDABARASHI is  an Advocate of the High court 
of Rwanda. He has been in legal practice for 12 years. He is 
a Partner at Trust law chambers. 2014-2016 he served as a 
council member at the East Afica Law Society, He served as 
a council member the secretary of the council of the Rwanda 
Bar Association from 2015 to November 2021, From Novem-
ber 2021 to date he serves as the President of Rwanda Bar As-
sociation and seats at Rwanda Judicial High council, National 
Public Prosecution Authority high council and East Africa Law 
society council.

Moderator
Dr. Kenneth Wayne Mutuma, Chairman, Education 
Committee, CIArb Kenya

Dr. Kenneth Wyne Mutuma is a chartered arbitrator of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (London), a certified public 
secretary, an accredited mediator/advocate of the High Court 
of Kenya, and an active member of the several professional 
associations including the Law Society, Architectural Associa-
tion, Institute of Certified Secretaries, Association of Profes-
sional Societies in East Africa. He sits in a number of com-
mittees and boards of various professional and corporate 
organizations including the Governing Council of the Institute 
of Certified Secretaries and the Chartered Institute of Arbitra-
tors, the Association of Professional Societies for East Africa, 
the National Committee on International Humanitarian Law, 
Africa Unite (Cape Town).

Panelists
North Africa
Nawal Elsadik Abdullah, Partner and Co-founder of 
AZTAN Law Firm

Possesses extensive experience in Infrastructure, construc-
tion and O&M contracts, procurement and government pro-
jects, PPP projects, transport & planning, including Transit 
Oriented Development projects, commercial arbitration, and 
general corporate & business matters. 
In 1994, her work became more focused on Business trans-
actions, commercial conciliation, and arbitration experience 

SESSION SEVEN: Trends, Investment 
Protection and Sustainability in 
Africa’s Regional Blocks

09:30 - 10.45

over ten years with the legal department of Dubai Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry, and Dubai International Arbitration 
Centre.
She executed two mega projects during her 2005-2014 ten-
ure. The first was the Dubai Metro Project which received the 
recognition of “Guinness World Records” as the longest metro 
line in the world to be executed in one phase. The second was 
the Dubai Tram.

OHADA/French West Africa
Dr. Jimmy Kodo, International Arbitration Practition-
er, Paris

Dr. Mahutodji Jimmy Vital Kodo is an Attorney at law (France), 
Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA - The 
Netherlands); the Africa Commission of the International 
Court of Arbitration of the International Chamber of Com-
merce (ICC - France); the Singapore International Arbitration 
Court Users Council (SIAC - Singapore). He is a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb - United Kingdom), 
Dr. Kodo is a certified arbitrator of the CCJA. As an inde-
pendent practitioner, Dr. Kodo has acted as co-arbitrator in 
Investor-State disputes and as sole arbitrator and counsel in 
commercial and construction disputes. Dr. Kodo revised the 
Arbitration Rules of the National Centre for Arbitration, Con-
ciliation and Mediation (CENACOM) of Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of Congo; and also trained more than eighty arbitra-
tors of the centre.

Southern Africa
Jonathan Ripley-Evans, Partner,  Herbert Smith Free-
hills LLP, South Africa

Jonathan Ripley-Evans is a Partnerbased in the Johannesburg 
office and heads up the South African Disputes practice. Jona-
than has extensive experience in alternative dispute resolu-
tion and general commercial litigation. He has also acted as 
mediator and as advisor/representative in both mediations 
and arbitrations, domestic and international.

Jonathan is an AFSA accredited mediator and arbitrator and 
currently sits on the AFSA Management Committee.

Jonathan is a member of the core drafting committee respon-
sible for the revision of the AFSA International Commercial 
Arbitration Rules which were launched in 2021. He is current-
ly a member of the AFSA International Court.

Jonathan is an accredited Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators and is also a member of the LACIAC Court (Lagos)

His practice is geared towards alternative dispute resolution, 
in particular arbitration and mediation but is equally placed 
to administer complex commercial court litigation. He spe-
cialises in the resolution of commercial disputes in a wide 
range of sectors including energy, mining, tourism, hospital-
ity, property, construction and engineering.

Jonathan is ranked by Chambers Global Guide 2022 for Dis-
pute Resolution with clients commenting that,”he is a broad 
thinker and comes up with different solutions, he’s very expe-
rienced with court matters and considers risks” and “he gives 
excellent advice, is incredibly responsive and has incredible 
knowledge of the market.”

Lusophone
Itweva Nogueira, Partner, Dentons, Angola

Itweva has more than 10 years of experience working for cli-
ents in the oil and gas industry in corporate, tax, labor and 
regulatory and compliance matters. She also works regularly 
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SESSION EIGHT: : Intra-Africa 
Investment Treaties and Arbitration 

11:30 - 12.45

in IP, DP and arbitration. Her main areas of focus are Cor-
porate, Technology, Media and Telecommunications (TMT), 
Corporate Governance, Employment and Labour, Energy and 
Natural Resources, Environmental, Social and Governance 
(ESG). Itweva is the Vice-Chairwoman of the UK-Angola Cham-
ber of Commerce. Itweva is also a CIPE certified ToT in com-
pliance and anti-corruption and is often called to speak and 
train clients in matters of compliance and anti-corruption.

• Smart Contract and Blockchain,
• Fintech and cryptos.
• Smart Arbitration Technology

Speaker
Noella Lubano, Partner Oraro & Company Advocates, 
Kenya
A Partner at Oraro & Company Advocates, Noella is a recog-
nized dispute resolution and arbitration expert. She specializ-
es in the tracing and recovery of assets, commercial litigation, 
employment and shareholder disputes. She is well regarded 
for her international arbitration and insolvency & restructur-
ing expertise.

The Legal 500 and Chambers Global have consistently recog-
nized her for her work. In 2020, Noella was recognized as one 
of ‘Africa’s 50 Most Promising Young Arbitrators’ by the As-
sociation of Young Arbitrators.

She holds an LLM from the University of Cape Town and an 

LLB from the University of Nairobi.

PRESENTATION: Arbitration and 
Technology

10:45 - 11.00

HEALTH / COFFEE BREAK

11:00- 11.30

Moderator
Clement Fouchard, Avocat au Barreau de Paris, Afri-
cArb, France
Clément specialises in international commercial and invest-
ment arbitration. Clément has thirteen years’ experience ad-
vising on major litigation and arbitration proceedings. He has 
regularly acted for French and international clients in arbitra-
tions seated across the globe and has particular experience in 
complex disputes in the construction, energy and infrastruc-
ture, mining, defence and distribution sector, as well as con-
siderable experience with joint ventures and post-acquisition 
disputes. In addition to his experience as counsel, Clément 
also acts as an arbitrator in domestic and international arbi-
trations (ICC). Clément is a member of the Paris Arbitration 
Week Organizing Committee, a member of the Board of the 
Comité Français de l’Arbitrage (CFA) and a founding member 

of AfricArb.

Panelists
African BITs and MITs and Intra-African invest-
ment treaty disputes: the landscape and why so 
few compared to others.
Elodie Dulac, Partner, King & Spalding LLC, Singapore. 

Elodie Dulac is a partner in King & Spalding international ar-
bitration group in Singapore. She specialises in international 
commercial arbitration, investment treaty arbitration and 
public international law. Elodie has particular expertise in 
energy, mining, joint venture/shareholder disputes as well as 
disputes involving States and Asia-Africa disputes. In addition 
to her work as counsel, Elodie has been appointed as arbitra-
tor in over 20 arbitrations, including under the auspices of the 
ICC, HKIAC, SIAC, AIAC, KIAC and ad hoc. She is a member of 
EAIAC’s Organising Committee. She is admitted to practice in 
England & Wales (Solicitor-Advocate) and Paris, France.

Developments in ICSID/ISDS Reform and the Im-

pact on Africa
Paul-Jean Le Cannu, Senior Counsel, ICSID, USA
Paul-Jean Le Cannu is a Senior Counsel and Team Leader at 
the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Dis-
putes (ICSID).

Mr. Le Cannu supervises one of the 5 case management 
teams at ICSID and also serves as Secretary of Tribunals and 
Annulment Committees. He is a co-founder and co-president 
of AfricArb and a member of the Advisory Council of the 
Africa Arbitration Academy.

Prior to joining ICSID, Mr. Le Cannu was a legal counsel at the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration, and an associate at Shear-
man & Sterling LLP.

BITs lessons for Africa - The case for a model Afri-
can BITs model African BIT?
Dr. Kairuki Muigua, Managing Partner,  Kairuki 
Muigua & Co, Kenya
He is a law scholar, Mediator, Chartered Arbitrator and holds 
Ph.D in law, LLB and LLM from the University of Nairobi. He 
is the (CIArb) Regional Trustee for Africa. He became the first 
winner of the Inaugural CIArb (Kenya Branch) ADR Lifetime 
Achievement Award 2021. He was also the winner of the ADR 
Practitioner of the Year Award 2021. He is an Advocate of the 
High Court of Kenya of over 31 years standing. He practises at 
Kariuki Muigua & Co. Advocates. He is rated by Chambers and 
Partners as one of the best dispute resolvers in the country.

PRESENTATION: Curbing impropriety 
in investments in arbitration 
(investor wrong-doing and 
corruption in arbitration)

12:45 - 13.15

Speaker
Beatus Malima, Partner, Mawalla Advocates, Tanza-
nia.

Beatus Malima is a Partner of Mawalla Advocates. For, over 
15 years, Malima has combined teaching and practice of law, 
specializing in arbitration, energy and tax litigation. He wields 
ample experience in arbitration, corporate and tax litiga-
tion. He has represented clients in arbitral proceedings, cor-
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porate and tax litigations. He is well versed in international 
and domestic arbitral procedures and has a track record of 
successfully representing construction companies in arbi-
tral proceedings, for both domestic and international fora. 
Mr. Malima has carved a niche for advising and representing 
companies specialising in construction industry, energy, and 
taxation.

NETWORKING LUNCH BREAK

13.15- 14.15

SESSION NINE: The SHE Panel

14:15 - 15.15

SESSION TEN: Oxford Style Debate

16:00 - 17.00

Fostering female leaders in Africa’s International 
arbitration scene 

(Chatham House style discussion)

Moderator
Elodie Dulac, Partner, King & Spalding LLC, Singapore. 

Speakers
Majida Gharib, Regional Manager, Al Gharib Associ-
ates Advocates & Legal Consultants L.L.C, United Arab 
Emirates

Majida attended the university of Auckland in New Zealand 
from 2012-2014, where she got her degree in Bachelor of 
Health Science. She is Al-Gharib Law firm’s regional manager 
located in Abu Dhabi. In charge of coordinating between the 
lawyers in all three branches; Abu Dhabi, Dubai, and Yemen. 
Supervises and facilitates client meetings, interoffice meet-
ings, and events. Her educational background helped her in 
leading and managing the branch during Covid-19 crisis. 
She is also very passionate about volunteer work. 
Majida is fluent in Arabic and English. 

Hon. Justice Mary Ang’awa, Former Judge, Kenya

Hon. Ang’awa (Rtd) Judge is a Fellow Arbitrator and an Ac-
credited Mediator of the CIArb. She is currently a member of 
independent ethics board of WADA.

A career Magistrate, rising to a Judge of the High Court 
(Kenya). Secretary, Commission Inquiring into the Insurance 
Industry; Chairperson, The Rent Restriction Tribunal; Chief 
Magistrate anti- corruption court; Commissioner, Advocates 
Complaints Commission.

A Fellow of the Eisenhower Fellowships, where she was 
awarded the President Gerald Ford (USA)Award; an Alumni of 
the Aspen Institute, Trustee, President Award (Duke of Edin-
burgh Award), LLB, LLM  holder and an Advocate of the Hight 
Court (Kenya).

Itweva Nogueira, Partner, Dentons, Angola

This house believes it’s time for Africa! A case for 
the use of African seats, arbitrators and counsels 

for Africa related disputes

Proponent
Jacqueline Lule, Arbitration Practitioner, Uganda

Proponent
Kimathi Kuenyehia, Managing Partner, Kimathi & 
Partners, Ghana

Kimathi Kuenyehia is an award winning Harvard-educated 
transactional lawyer who is ranked by Legal 500 as one of the 
top 5 leading lawyers in Ghana. Kimathi enjoys the distinct 
reputation as the go-to lawyer for many of Ghana’s large, 
complex and demanding transactions. His clients include 
foreign governments, Fortune 500 companies and global 
multinationals. Kimathi is the first person to win the Inter-
national Bar Association Outstanding Young Lawyer Award 
and named a Young Global Leader by the World Economic 
Forum.  Kimathi is currently writing a book on Corporate Law 
and Practice in Ghana.

PRESENTATION: International 
Arbitration in Islamic Finance: 
Opportunities/ Trends

15:15 - 16.00

Speaker
Swaleh Kanyeki, Partner, Mawalla Advocates, Tanza-
nia.

Swaleh Kanyeki is a Senior Partner at Swaleh, Mwangi & 
Company Advocates. He previously served as a Sharia Board 
member at the Gulf African Bank Limited, one of the pioneer 
Islamic banks in Kenya. Swaleh holds a Bachelor of Laws 
degree from the University of Khartoum and a Diploma from 
the Kenya School of Law. He has previously worked as a Direc-
tor - Legal Affairs as well as Senior Legal Counsel at Emirates 
Telecommunications Corporation – Etisalat where among 
other roles he dealt with formulation of the corporation’s 
legal, corporate, business, commercial and investment poli-
cies to protect Etisalat interest through prudent and proper 
legal procedures, compliance and documentation. 

END OF DAY TWO & 
CLOSING REMARKS

17:00- 17.30

Gala Dinner and Africa Arbitration 
Awards 2022 Ceremony

19:30- 21.30

Recap of day TWO and closing address
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Gala Dinner & 
Africa Arbitration Awards Night 

17th June 2022 from 7.30pm

The networking dinner is FREE for delegates, sponsors and strategic partners. 

Dress Code: African theme attire
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Sir William Blair, 
International Advisory 

& Dispute Resolu-
tion Unit & Associate 
Member, 3 Verulam 

Buildings

Moise 
Nkundabarashi

President
Rwanda Bar 
Association.

Dr. Emmanuel 
UGIRASHEBUJA, 

Minister for Justice 
and Attorney General, 

Rwanda

Dr. Faustin 
NTEZILYAYO

Chief Justice/Presi-
dent, Supreme Court, 

Rwanda

Safia Abdalla 
Candidate Legal 

Practitioner, Aztan 
Law Firm Advocates 
& Legal Consultants, 

Sudan

Dr. Emilia Onyema 
Professor of Interna-

tional Commercial 
Law, SOAS, Univer-

sity of London, United 
Kingdom.

Julien Kavaruganda 
Senior Partner, 
K-Solutions & 

Partners, Rwanda.

Dipna Gunnoo
Legal 

Practitioner,Mauritius

Abayomi Okubote 
Executive Director, 
Africa Arbitration 

Academy

Jide Adesokan
Partner, Stephenson 
Harwood LLP, United 

Kingdom.

Dr. Bernd Ehle
Partner, LALIVE, 

Switzerland

Alastair Tomson 
Barrister, 4 Stone 

Buildings Chambers, 
London.

Flora Jones
Senior Associate, King 

& Spalding Interna-
tional LLP, United 

Kingdom

Luisa Cetina
Director, Anjarwalla & 

Khanna, Kenya

Jackwell Feris
 Director, Cliffe Dekker 

Hofmeyr Inc., South 
Africa.

Dr. Guillaume Aréou 
Avocat à la Cour,Reed 

Smith LLP, France

Olivia Matovu
Partner Ligomarc 

Advocates Uganda

Victor Mugabe
Secretary General, 
Kigali International 
Arbitration Centre 

(KIAC), Rwanda.

Tolu Obamuroh
Associate, White & 
Case LLP, France.
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Prof. Kofi Abotsi 
Managing Partner, 
Axis Legal, Ghana.

Desmond Odhiambo
Partner, Cliffe Dekker 
Hofmeyr Inc., Kenya.

Lawrence Muiruri 
Ngugi

Registrar/CEO, Nairobi 
Centre for Internation-
al Arbitration, Kenya.

Kamal Shah
Partner, Stephenson 
Harwood LLP, United 

Kingdom

Nada Amer
General Counsel,  

Unilever, UAE

Dr. Muna Eltayeb 
Head of Legal at Al-

Jazeera Bank, Sudan, 
Al Jazeera Jordinian 

Bank, Sudan

Abbas Esmail
Partner, Anjarwalla & 

Khanna, Kenya.

Kamau Karori
Senior Partner & 

Head, Dispute 
Resolution Practice 
Group, DLA Piper 

Africa, Kenya.

Dr. Kenneth Wayne 
Mutuma

Chairman, Education 
Committee, CIArb 

Kenya

Nawal Elsadik, 
Founding Partner, 
AZTAN Law Firm, 

Sudan

Dr. Jimmy Kodo
 International

Arbitration 
Practitioner, Paris

Jonathan 
Ripley-Evans

Partner,  Herbert 
Smith Freehills LLP, 

South Africa

Sanjeev Khagram 
Partner, A.B. Patel 
& Patel Advocates, 

Kenya

Moses Adriko
Managing Partner, 
MMAKS, Uganda

Prof. Githu Muigai
Senior Partner, 

Mohammed Muigai 
LLP, Kenya

Hon. Lady Justice 
Anita Mugeni

Judge, East Africa 
Court of , Tanzania.

Wairimu Karanja 
Head of Legal, 

Persistent Energy 
Capital LLC, Kenya

Julie Mulindi
Associate, Gikera & 

Vadgama Advocates, 
Kenya

Mushtaq 
Namdarkhan

Partner, BLC Robert, 
Mauritius.

Dr. Fidele Masengo
Partner, Juris Cham-

bers East Africa & 
Former Secretary Gen-

eral, KIAC, Rwanda.
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Itweva Nogueira 
Partner, Dentons, 

Angola

Dr. Kairuki Muigua
Managing Partner,  

Kairuki Muigua & Co, 
Kenya

Jacqueline Lule
Arbitration 

Practitioner, Uganda

Kimathi Kuenyehia 
Managing Partner, 
Kimathi & Partners, 

Ghana

Leyou Tameru
Managing Director

Iarb Africa
Ethiopia

Beatus Malima
Partner, Mawalla 

Advocates, Tanzania.

Majida Gharib 
Regional Manager, 

Al Gharib Associates 
Advocates & Legal 
Consultants L.L.C, 

United Arab Emirates

Hon. Justice Mary 
Ang’awa

Former Judge
Kenya

Swaleh Kanyeki
Partner, Mawalla 

Advocates,
Tanzania.

Noella Lubano
Partner Oraro & 

Company Advocates, 
Kenya

Clement Fouchard 
Avocat au Barreau de 
Paris, AfricArb, France

Elodie Dulac
Partner

King & Spalding LLC, 
Singapore. 

Paul-Jean Le Cannu
Senior Counsel, ICSID, 

USA
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Background
This is a sequel of my pictorial presentation titled Celebrat-
ing Kenyan Arbitral Women in the 2018 Arbitral Women Con-
ference in Nairobi Kenya, where I showcased Njeri Kariuki, 
Eunice Lumallas, Joyce Aluoch, Jackie Kamau, Mercy Okiro and 
Chebett Koskei. It is my contribution to the Kigali 2022 EAIAC 
Arbitration Conference Session 9, dubbed The SHE panel: 
Fostering female leaders in Africa’s International Scene. 

Traditionally, the role of dispute resolution in Africa is a man’s 
role along with that of warrior. Chinua Achebe devotes the 
whole of chapter ten of his novel Things Fall Apart to the 
arbitration of a matrimonial dispute by egwugwu, the nine 
greatest masked spirits, freshly emerged from the earth, each 
representing one of the nine sons of the first father of the 
clan. One of them walked with a spring like Okonkwo, who 
was, incidentally, missing from the seats reserved for the 
titled men like him. Achebe tells us that “it was clear from the 
way the crowd stood or sat that the ceremony was for men. 
There were many women, but they looked on from the fringe 
like outsiders.”

Africa’s legendary storyteller proceeds: “specially chosen 
women scrubbed and painted the outside of the egwugwu 
house at regular intervals but always under the supervision 
of men… Those women never saw the inside of the hut. No 
woman ever did… If they imagined what was inside, they kept 
their imagination to themselves. No woman ever asked about 
the most powerful and the most secret cult in the clan”.

When the egwugwu appeared, women and children, unfortu-
nately always more like women-and-children or women-cum-
children in Africa, who were present in the open court “sent 
up a great shout and took to their heels. It was instinctive. 
A woman fled as soon as an egwugwu came in sight. Even 
Mgbafo took to her heels and had to be restrained by her 
brothers”. 

Mgbafo is the respondent in the case. She is represented, and 
most ably so, by Odukwe, one of her three brothers accom-
panying her. Uzowulu, her husband, is accompanied by his 
brothers but, being a man, speaks for himself. Mgbafo wins. 

The Kikuyus of Kenya are less discreet. Any male, even a 
small boy, is welcome to attend a meeting of the council of 
elders but women are not allowed within a hearing distance. 
Their word for the female gender is “the outsiders” or “the 
people who remain outside” (andu a nja). This is duplicated all 
over Africa. Little wonder that the founders of arbitration in 
Africa north of Limpopo, Ahmed EL Kosheri of Egypt, Norman 
Mururu of Kenya and Chief Bayo Ojo of Nigeria are men. 

Many African women have been trained in the basic levels like 
ADR units in university courses and the low to medium level 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrator courses. Relatively fewer 
women progress to higher courses. I have heard women 
moaning about family obligations slowing down their pro-
gression in arbitration. Do not give me that. It is negated by 
the fact that the same gender has been very successful as 
magistrates and judges and in other very demanding careers. 

I suspect that the issue here is women’s financial priorities, 
not scarcity. People create time and reserve money for the 
things they consider important. Women find time and money 
for other expensive academic and professional endeavours 
– LLMs, MBAs and PhDs, some of which require long travels 
and relocation for several years, in addition to motherhood 

African Women in ADR: The Trailblazers
By Paul Ngotho, L.L.M, Chartered Arbitrator.

and spousal obligations. 

Training as an arbitrator is very involving, while that of a me-
diator is shorter and less expensive. However, mediation is, at 
the moment, an uncertain and less financially rewarding as a 
career in many African jurisdictions. 
While both gender practice both arbitration and mediation, 
many women take a bee line to the latter. Even those who 
opt for arbitration end up spending a lot of time in media-
tion. That choice must be respected but it should be taken 
into account when analysing data on diversity in arbitration. 
Furthermore, men and “the system” should not be blamed for 
women’s choices.

The Traileblazers 
Below is a short list of some of the leading women ADR prac-
titioners in Africa. I have based it on my personal knowledge, 
not on empirical study. I apologise in advance for any deserv-
ing names I might have left out and invite corrections. The 
order in which the names appear does not signify seniority. 
Allow me to skip the Ms, Miss and Mrs. Thank you. 

Dr Graca Machel is a Mozambican lawyer and human rights 
specialist, not a career ADR practitioner. In addition to a PhD 
from the University of Massachusetts, she has honorary 
doctorates from five other universities across the globe and 
was awarded Honorary Dame Commander of the Order of 
the British Empire in 1997. She was one of the international 
mediators or conciliators in Kenya following the 2007/8 post-
election violence. 

Dorothy Ufot SAN was the 2020 African Arbitrator of the year 
winner. She is a Chartered Arbitrator and has arbitrated nu-
merous international commercial and investment disputes 
including one between a Kenyan constructor and a Tanzanian 
government entity where her dissenting opinion was subse-
quently vindicated courts in at least four jurisdictions. She 
has been a member of the several boards including the In-
ternational Bar Association (IBA) and the International Court 
of Arbitration (ICC) of the International Chambers Commerce 
in Paris.

Olusola Adegbonmire of Nigeria is a Chartered Arbitrator and 
accredited by CIArb as a tutor of various courses including 
international arbitration. One of her many arbitrations was 
a co-arbitrator in a London Court of International Arbitration 
(LCIA) case arising from a steel production contract. She has 
successfully mediated over 100 cases including under the 
Lagos Multi Door Court. She has served as a Director of Kigali 
International Arbitration Centre (KIAC), Rwanda

Her contemporary is Njeri Kariuki, a Kenyan Chartered Arbi-
trator and arbitration trainer, who is in Tier 1 of Chambers & 
Partners, where she is described as an “accomplished lawyer 
with extensive experience sitting as arbitrator. She has broad-
ranging expertise, with notable experience extending to the 
energy, banking and insurance sectors… a positive mentor 



9th East Africa International

16 -17 June 2022 | Kigali-Rwanda

A R B I T R A T I O N
C O N F E R E N C E

22 EAST AFRICA INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CONFERENCE JUNE |16-17 2022

to others and very active in arbitration.” She is the current 
Kenya Representative in the ICC International Commission 
for Africa. 

Dr. Rukia Baruti is a Tanzanian by birth. She is a solicitor in 
England & Wales with experience in litigation.  She has arbi-
trated in international arbitrations. She founded the Africa In-
ternational Legal Awareness (AILA) and is the Secretary Gen-
eral of African Arbitration Association (AfAA). She was listed in 
The Lawyer ‘Hot 100’ in recognition of her pro-bono initiative 
to train African lawyers on arbitration and international law.

Bernadette Uwicyeza was the first Secretary General of the 
Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) and a mediator. 
She laid a firm foundation for KIAC, which has experiences 
exponential grown since it was established. She is an ADR Ad-
visor to the Judiciary of Rwanda, responsible for the design 
and implementation of a court-annexed mediation.

Ndanga Kamau served as the registrar of the Mauritius Inter-
national Arbitration Centre (MIAC), which was affiliated with 
the LCIA in London. She is a Kenyan national and barrister of 
England and Wales, with experience as an arbitrator and in 
international law in London, Geneva, the US and Kenya. She 
has served as Vice President of the ICC International Court of 
Arbitration and President of the ICC Africa Commission. 

Tinuade Oyekune was on the team which produced the UN-
CITRAL Arbitration Rules on International Commercial Arbi-
tration. She co-authored, with Chief Bayo Ojo, the Handbook 
of Arbitration and ADR Practice in Nigeria (2019, LexisNexis). 
She is described by Hon Mr Justice Walter SN Onnoghen, the 
Chief Justice of Nigeria in the foreword to that book, as “the 
doyen of arbitration and ADR in Nigeria”. Her authorship is 

notable because this is one area in which women African ar-
bitrators have under-represented themselves.   

Last, but not least are the Four EAIAC Masketeers: Agnes 
Gitau, Leyou Tameru, Elodie Dulac and Wairimu Karanja all 
from different professional backgrounds and from three very 
diverse countries. I have grouped them together because 
they work in unison, like Achebe’s egwugwus. EAIAC, which 
they founded EAIAC ten years ago, immediately became the 
pace setter in arbitration conferences, of which this is their 
ninth. 

The four ladies’ greatest innovation, contribution and legacy 
remains the introduction of the Africa Arbitration Awards, 
which are in their third year. Talking of those awards, this 
year no woman made it to the final list of three nominees, 
while one of the four Young Arbitration Practitioner of the 
Year nominees is a woman. I wonder why. 

Epilogue
Dr James Kwegier Aggrey, a pioneer Ghanaian educationist, 
famously said that if you educate a woman, you educate the 
whole family. That is true. But the concealed message is that a 
man’s education is of lesser or nil utility to his family. 

I am an economist. My observation is that if you empower 
a woman, especially an African one, a larger portion of the 
community benefits through an intricate web of distribution 
channels from the legit, unofficial to the patently subversive. 
Women are entitled to equal opportunity in all areas because 
they are qualified human beings, not because they can do 
more with those opportunities than men. 

Long Live EAIAC!
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Award 
Categories

Leading Arbitration 
Service Provider

Innovation in 
Arbitration 

Leading Case 
Counsel Team

African Arbitrator 
of the Year 

Young African 
Arbitrator of the 

Year

Spotlight on Africa’s Arbitration Excellence, 
Innovation and Achievements.

Award Process

01
Step One

Nomination is open to all International 
Arbitration practitioners in Africa. Self 
nomination is allowed.

NOMINATIONS

02
Step Two

By an Independent Panel of Nomina-
tion Judges

SHORTLISTING

03
Step Three

By arbitration community on the 
EAIAC website.

VOTING

04
Step Four

Winners to be announced at a virtual 
gala on the 17th June 2022.

WINNERS ANNOUNCED

FRICA

Hosted by

2 0 2 2

RBITRATION
WARDS

17 
June 
2022

Kigali-Rwanda

Co-located with

16-17 June 2022, Kigali-Rwanda

Co-located with EAIAC 2022, the 3rd Africa 

Arbitration Awards sets out to celebrate, 

recognize and honor outstanding practitioners 

and leaders in the Africa arbitration ecosystem. 
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African Arbitrator  of the Year

Dr. Kairuki Muigua, Managing Partner,  Kairuki 
Muigua & Co, Kenya

Dr. Kariuki Muigua is an Advocate, Arbitrator and Mediator 
and he is the current Chartered Institute of Arbitrators UK Re-
gional Trustee for Africa. He was elected uncontested and has 
served since 2019 at the apex governance organ in the Char-
tered Institute of Arbitrators UK. He is the first Regional Trus-
tee from Kenya and was the Chairman of the Kenya Branch 
between 2012 - 2015.

He has a larger-than-life footprint within the field of environ-
mental conflict resolution and he numbers amongst the chief 
architects of matters alternative dispute resolution (ADR) in 
Kenya and his reach, influence and impact is felt domestically, 
regionally and internationally. He is not only a distinguished 
law scholar, an accomplished mediator and arbitrator but is 
an exemplary trainer and mentor to numerous ADR practi-
tioners of all ages from around the world.
 
The Africa Trustee, as he is fondly known, was admitted to 
the Kenyan Roll of Advocates in 1989 starting out practice 
as a State Counsel after which he joined the firm Kinyanjui 
& Co. Advocates in 1993. He left to hang out his shingle in the 
name and style of Kariuki Muigua & Co. Advocates where he 
remains the Managing Partner todate. He has since trained 
and mentored leading judges, academics and practitioners 
for whom his firm has served as a crucible for nurturing legal 
excellence. He is globally ranked by Chambers and Partners 
as a leading dispute resolver.
 
He has served on various national tribunals and commissions 
including the National Environment Tribunal

Kamau Karori, Senior Partner & Head, Dispute Res-
olution Practice Group, DLA Piper Africa, Kenya.

Kamau Karori MBS is a Chartered Arbitrator. He is an active 
member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. He main-
tains an active practice as both counsel and arbitrator and 
boasts a wide range of clients including leading local and in-
ternational blue-chip companies, the State Law Office, State 
Corporations and also individuals. He is also a seasoned Ad-
vocate of the High Court of Kenya and has been practicing 
since 1996.

Karori has served as Attorney and as Arbitrator in several 
high-profile domestic and international arbitrations. Through 
his practice as an Arbitrator and as counsel has been and 
continues to be at the forefront of developing and shaping 
arbitration jurisprudence in the country.

Owing to his expansive knowledge of both domestic and in-
ternational arbitration, Karori  has been invited by the Judi-
cial Training Institute to train judicial officers on arbitration 
practice and to share his views and experiences in emerging 
issues. He has also been invited as    speaker or moderator 
by diverse institutions including the Chartered Institute of Ar-
bitrators (CIArb), the German Arbitration Institute (DIS), the 
Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration (NCIA) as well as 
the East Africa International Arbitration Conference (EAIAC).

Karori has regularly received accolades from clients, peers 
and also from leading international directories including 
Legal 500 and Chambers Global where he has been consist-
ently ranked in tier 1 in both dispute resolution and arbitra-
tion.

Dr. Sherif El-Haggan, Director, Contract Adminis-
tration & Arbitration Bureau (CAAB), Egypt

Dr. Sherif ElHaggan is an eminent figure in contracts and arbi-
trations. His office of practice is in Egypt. He is well educated 
and has vast experience in the disciplines. He has been in-
volved in many arbitration cases on the local, regional and 
international levels.

He is well regarded for his great contribution to educa-
tion in the field. He developed highly regarded diploma 
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courses in Contractual and Legal Aspects in Construction 
(CLAC).

Dr. Sherif ElHaggan has been involved in numerous cases of 
arbitrations through:

• Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Ar-
bitration (CRCICA)

• Qatar Int’l Centre for Arbitration & Conciliation.
• Egyptian Ministry of Justice Panel of Arbitrators
• Alexandria Int’l Arbitration & ADR Center, Egypt
• The Arab Chamber of Arbitration & Conciliation (ACCA)

He served on many dispute boards in Egypt, Qatar and Nigeria. 
He was a member in the Standing Committee of the Interna-
tional Centre for Expertise (ICC), Paris, 2008 - 2012.
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Young Arbitration Practitioner of 
the Year

Oluwaseun Philip-Idiok, Senior Associate, Aelex, 
Nigeria

Oluwaseun is a Senior Associate in the arbitration practice 
group at AELEX and has over 10 years’ experience represent-
ing clients in domestic and international arbitrations.
She advised an international oil and gas company (IOC) on the 
enforcement of an investment arbitration award against the 
assets of a sovereign in the United Kingdom.

She was counsel in an LCIA arbitration, instituted by the 
former Partner of a Big 4 in a dispute arising out of exit pay-
ments and a suite of agreements.

She recently represented an international gas company in an 
arbitration initiated by a buyer for the alleged suspension of 
a gas supply agreement . She was recently appointed the tri-
bunal secretary in a US $42million LCIA arbitration initiated 
by the buyer of an energy company for fraudulent misrepre-
sentations made by the seller in the pre-acquisition stage of 
the contract.

She is respected for her work in post-arbitration enforcement 
proceedings and has a record of successfully obtaining judg-
ments enforcing arbitral awards and/or dismissing challeng-
es to arbitral awards. She currently defends an international 
arbitration court in multiple proceedings at the High Court, to 
restrain multiple arbitration proceedings initiated by syndi-
cated lenders against the borrower.

She is a member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) 
Lagos Court of Arbitration, Young ICCA and the Lagos Court of 
Arbitration-Young Arbitrators Network (LCA-YAN). 

James Kariuki, Associate, DLA Piper Africa, Kenya

James is an Associate in DLA Piper Africa, Kenya’s Dispute 
Resolution Practice Group which successfully represented 
the Government of Kenya in a multi-billion-dollar investment 
international arbitration at the International Centre for Settle-
ment of Investment Disputes (ICSID).

 James is also the current Chairperson of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators Kenya Branch, Young Members Group 
(YMG). He is a Fellow (FCIArb) of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators, a Fellow of the Malaysian Institute of
Arbitrators (FMCIArb) as well as a Fellow of the Arbitrators’ 

Michael Teshome, Lawyer, Michael Teshome Law 
office, Ethiopia

Michael graduated from Mekelle University Law School. He 
worked at federal ministry of health legal department before 
going overseas to do his LLM. He returned to Ethiopia, worked 
in Tadesse Kiros Law Office mining & arbitration department.
 
He passed the bar exam 7 years ago and is now a practicing 
lawyer, head of EMAC, part-time lecturer at Addis Ababa Uni-
versity School of Law, trainer of mediation & arbitration skills 
assigned by Supreme Court.

Bilshan Nursimulu, Barrister, Orison Legal, Mauri-
tius

Bilshan read law at the University of Cambridge and Univer-
sité Paris II (Assas-Panthéon). After spending a few years as 
an investment banking analyst in London, he moved back 
to Mauritius to practise at the Mauritian bar. He specialises 
in commercial and corporate litigation and arbitration. He 
started his legal career as a member of Benoit Chambers 
(2013-2019) and then co-founded an independent practice 
focusing on commercial dispute resolution, namely 5 Fifteen 
Barristers, which merged with a firm of solicitors in July 2021 
to form Orison Legal. Bilshan regularly appears in commer-
cial disputes before the Supreme Court of Mauritius and in-
ternational arbitral tribunals. He is described by Chambers 
& Partners’ Global Guide 2022 as an “up-and-coming lawyer 
who advises clients on commercial arbitration, insolvency 
and asset recovery matters”. He is a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators, a Young ICCA regional representative 
for Africa, a member of the Steering Committee of the Young 
Mumbai Centre for International Arbitration, and a member 
of the Database Committee of the Mauritius International Ar-
bitration Centre.

and Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand (FAMINZ). James is 
also a certified mediator, and an adjudicator.

James also holds a master’s degree (LL. M) in International 
Investment and Trade law specializing in cross-border invest-
ments and their corresponding treaty instruments.

He has also been involved in local, regional, and international 
arbitrations commercial law, corporate law, competition law, 
intellectual property law, international law as well as land and 
environmental law and has gained exposure and experience 
in the above aspects of the practice.
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Leading Case Counsel Team

JMiles & Co

JMiles & Co. is a legal consultancy that provides specialised 
advice on international arbitration, mediation, fraud investi-
gation and asset chasing, in addition to legal consulting. We 
are based in Nairobi, Kenya and we provide clients with cost-
effective, high quality, legal services.

The JMiles & Co. Team is experienced in all aspects of dispute 
resolution and consists of lawyers who have qualified and 
practiced in England and Kenya. We have worked with African 
governments and international corporations both on the con-
tinent, and elsewhere, and so we have a deep understanding 
of the issues relevant to disputes in Africa.

JMiles & Co. is one of the only legal entities in Africa that spe-
cialises purely in alternative dispute resolution.

We are also engaged in international legal consultancy work 
which ranges from sector reviews and reports, training gov-
ernment ministries on alternative dispute resolution, provid-
ing legal advice and conducting legislative review.

DLA Piper Africa

The DLA Piper Africa, Kenya dispute resolution practice offers 
professional, practical and efficient legal services geared at 
providing viable commercial solutions to our clients’ needs. 
Our advocates have acted in several groundbreaking matters 
and have been recognized for their contribution to the de-
velopment of the law in Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), 
and litigation.

Our legal team has been consistently ranked by the most 
respected international directories around the world includ-
ing Chambers Global, IFLR1000, and The Legal 500 as among 
the best dispute lawyers in Kenya with a good mastery of the 
local laws and ability to deal with technically challenging or 
complex multi-jurisdictional matters. We handle both local 
and international/cross-border arbitrations for the State/
Government, private companies and individuals.

Through the Firm’s affiliation with DLA Piper Africa, we op-
erate at the local, regional and international levels, offering 
seamless service across multiple jurisdictions.

Stephenson Harwood LLP

Stephenson Harwood LLP is an international law firm with 
over 1100 people worldwide. Headquartered in London, it 
has eight offices across Asia, Europe and the Middle East. Its 
market-leading international arbitration team is known for 
their expertise in managing complex arbitrations worldwide 
across a wide range of sectors, such as energy disputes, con-
struction disputes and financial services disputes.
 
Stephenson Harwood has a particularly strong presence in 
Africa, especially because many of the team were born and 
raised there. The African practice spans both transactional 
and disputes matters. For example, Stephenson Harwood 
acted for the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation in 
resisting the enforcement of a US$ 400 million arbitration 
award in the English courts. This 15-year saga went all the 
way to the English Supreme Court before it ultimately settled 
following discovery of fraud on the part of the claimant. In 
recognition of the success, the team was awarded the pres-
tigious “Litigation and Dispute Resolution Team of the Year” 
prize at Legal Week’s The British Legal Awards 2018.
Stephenson Harwood has also invested heavily in the devel-
opment of the African legal
industry. For example, its Africa group regularly holds social 

and industry events across a range of practice areas and sec-
tors with the LCIA Africa Users Council, Eastern Africa Asso-
ciation and Invest Africa. Kamal Shah, the head of the Africa 
group at Stephenson Harwood, also co-published the text of 
the “African Promise”, which seeks to tackle the under-repre-
sentation of Africans on international tribunals and improve 
the profile of African arbitrators.
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Abimbola Akeredolu, SAN, Chairman, Lagos Cham-
ber of Commerce International Arbitration Centre 
(LACIAC).

Abimbola is the Partner in charge of Litigation, Arbitration 
and Alternative Dispute Resolution at the leading Nigerian law 
firm of Banwo & Ighodalo. Prior to studying law, Abimbola ob-
tained a first degree in French where she majored in French 
and other European Languages. This background has been 
advantageous and most useful in enhancing her communica-
tion skills with courts, arbitral tribunals and clients from all 
over the world in the course of her practice. She is a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria, A Notary Public for Nigeria and a Fellow 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) and the Institute 
of Construction Industry Arbitrators. She has 32 years’ experi-
ence in the practice of Commercial, Intellectual Property, Tax, 
Labour and Industrial disputes. She has wide experience in 
International and Domestic Commercial Arbitration, Building 
and Construction Industry Arbitration, Arbitration in the Oil 
and Gas Industry and Insolvency.

In 2013, she was appointed Attorney-General and Commis-
sioner for Justice in Ogun State Nigeria.

She has acted as arbitrator in a number of domestic arbitra-
tions and as Counsel in international arbitrations.

She is the current Chairman of the Lagos Chamber of Com-
merce International Arbitration Centre (LACIAC).

Alexis Merle, Register, The Mediation and Arbitration 
Center (MARC), Mauritius

Alexis is a practising Barrister-at-Law. He completed a Li-
cence en Droit at the Université Toulouse 1 Capitole in France 
before heading to Ireland to read a LL.M in International and 
Comparative Law at the University of Dublin, Trinity College. 
He also completed a Graduate Diploma in Law at BBP Law 
School in Bristol and followed the Bar Professional Training 
Course at The City Law School, University of London.

He is a member of the Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn and 
was called to the Bar of England & Wales as well as to the Bar 
of Mauritius.

Alexis started acting as MARC Registrar in September 2021. 
As Registrar of this institution, Alexis supervises the adminis-
tration of arbitration and mediation matters under the MARC 
Rules and is also responsible for maintaining state-of-the-art 
case management and procedures at the centre. Alexis over-
sees the running of the MARC Secretariat and also ensures 
that high standards of governance are followed at MARC.

Dr. Dalia Hussein , Deputy Director, The Cairo Region-
al Centre for International Commercial Arbitration, 
CRCICA, Egypt

Dr Dalia Hussein is currently the Deputy Director of the 
CRCICA after being its Legal Advisor since 2014. Prior to this 
position, she worked as an Administrative Prosecutor in Cairo 
and was a practicing lawyer in reputable arbitration law firms.

She graduated from Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, Paris II Pan-
théon-Assas, and Cairo University where she held a PhD on 
International Arbitration. Beside her work at the CRCICA, she 
is a Lecturer at the Zakazik University, the French and Brit-
ish universities in Egypt, and the French Section of the Fac-
ulty of Law at Ain Shams University. Dr Hussein participated 
as speaker in many conferences and publishes regularly in 
learned Egyptian and international journals. Dr Dalia also 
served as sole arbitrator under BCDR Rules.

Victor Mugabe, Secretary General, Kigali International 
Arbitration Centre (KIAC), Rwanda.

Since January 2021 to date, Victor MUGABE is the Secretary 
General of Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC), the 
premier and sole arbitration Institution in Rwanda. In his Sec-
retary General’s capacity, Victor Mugabe serves as the head 
and Registrar of the Centre and oversights the administration 
of arbitration and mediation cases filed at the Centre.

Victor MUGABE previously served as the Executive Director 
of the Rwanda Bar Association since April 2012 to December 
2020 and the the Coordinator of the Justice, Reconciliation, 
Law and Order Sector Secretariat in the Rwanda’s Ministry of 
Justice since 2010 to 2012.

Victor MUGABE is an experienced lawyer in legal and institu-
tional development, international arbitration and other ADR 
mechanisms.
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Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi, Registrar/CEO, Nairobi 
Centre for International Arbitration, Kenya.

Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi is the Registrar/Board Secretary, Nai-
robi Centre for International Arbitration. As CEO he leads the 
Secretariat of the Centre.

He is also an arbitrator and accredited mediator, member of 
the International Council of Commercial Arbitration (ICCA), 
member of Kenya’s representatives to the UNCITRAL Work-
ing Group II Arbitration & Conciliation (involved in discus-
sions which culminated in the Convention on Transparency 
in Investor-State Arbitration) and UNCITRAL Working Group 
III Online Dispute Resolution amongst other appointments.20
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Prof. Ike Ehiribe , Barrister & Chartered Arbitrator, 
United Kingdom.

Ike was called to the Nigerian Bar (1982) and to the Bar of 
England and Wales  (1996) by the Honorable Society of Lin-
coln’s Inn. He is a Fellow (1994) of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators in London and also a Chartered Arbitrator (2007). 
He is an accredited mediator of the Academy of Experts in 
Gray’s Inn since 1998 and a CEDR Mediator in Investor – State 
Disputes. He was an officer of the African user’s Council of the 
London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) from 2013 
until May 2019. He is a full-time international arbitrator and 
dispute resolver practising out of 7 Stones Commercial & IP 
Chambers in London.

He is a Visiting Professor and Fellow at the Centre for Inter-
national Legal Studies (CILS) in Salzburg; a Professor of Law 
at the School of Law, Christchurch Canterbury University. 
England; a Senior Teaching Fellow and Visiting Lecturer of 
International Trade Law and International Commercial Arbi-
tration Modules at SOAS and Queen Mary in the University 
of London. He is an approved tutor, trainer and assessor on 
the arbitration, adjudication and mediation training courses 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators in London.



9th East Africa International

16 -17 June 2022 | Kigali-Rwanda

A R B I T R A T I O N
C O N F E R E N C E

29EAST AFRICA INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CONFERENCE JUNE | 16-17 2022

20
22

 S
po

ns
or

s 
&

 P
ar

tn
er

s

Stephenson Harwood LLP

Stephenson Harwood is a law firm with over 1100 people 
worldwide, including more than 190 partners. Our headquar-
ters are in London, with eight offices across Asia, Europe and 
the Middle East. This diverse mix of expertise and culture 
results in a combination of deep local insight and the capa-
bility to provide a seamless international service. Our lead-
ing Africa practice has been active on the continent for many 
years. We regularly advise on key mandates of economic, 
political and strategic importance across Africa. We have ad-
vised listed and private companies, financial institutions, high 
net worth individuals, family offices, investment companies, 
private equity houses, governments and state-owned entities 
on a range of Africa-related matters

Aztan Law Firm
Stephenson Harwood is a law firm with over 1100 people 
worldwide, including more than 190 partners. Our headquar-
ters are in London, with eight offices across Asia, Europe and 
the Middle East. This diverse mix of expertise and culture 
results in a combination of deep local insight and the capa-
bility to provide a seamless international service. Our lead-
ing Africa practice has been active on the continent for many 
years. We regularly advise on key mandates of economic, 
political and strategic importance across Africa. We have ad-
vised listed and private companies, financial institutions, high 
net worth individuals, family offices, investment companies, 
private equity houses, governments and state-owned entities 
on a range of Africa-related matters

BLC Robert & Associates
BLC Robert & Associates Ltd is the leading independent busi-
ness law firm in Mauritius serving a spectrum of corporate & 
institutional clients, multinational companies, financial insti-
tutions, funds and public sector bodies amongst others. With 
deep expertise, a client-centric approach and service excel-
lence, we help clients investing or doing business in Africa 
and Asia via the Mauritius IFC achieve their objectives, close 
deals, protect and preserve their business interests.

Every situation and transaction are unique. Our lawyers are 
multi-specialists with in-depth expertise from diverse sec-
tors, having strong capabilities to provide clients with tailored 
commercial, pragmatic solutions to complex legal matters.

Honoured as ‘Law Firm of the Year in Mauritius’ by both Cham-
bers Global and IFLR, we are known for providing exceptional 
legal service founded on our ability to offer expert advice and 
innovative solutions that shape complexity to simplicity.

Our firm is a member of Africa Legal Network (ALN), an ex-
clusive alliance of independent, highly ranked Member Firms 
in 13 countries across Africa, with over 600 lawyers on the 
ground in 15 major cities.

Oraro & Company Advocates

We are a full-service market-leading African law firm estab-
lished in 1977 with a strong focus on dispute resolution and 
corporate & commercial law. The firm has been consistently 
ranked by leading legal directories such as Chambers Global, 
IFLR1000 and Legal 500 as a top-tier firm in Kenya.
We provide local and cross-jurisdictional legal services, either 
directly or through the extensive relationships that we have 
established with leading firms across the globe. Oraro & Com-
pany Advocates is a full Affiliate Member of AB & David Africa, 
a Pan-African business law network committed to ensuring 
that businesses and projects succeed in Africa.

Mawalla Advocates

Mawalla Advocates advises in all aspects of corporate and 
commercial law, labour, employment and immigration law, 
specialised litigation, land law, tourism and wildlife law, 
mining, energy and utility, tax law, banking and securities, 
capital markets and finance, trusts, wealth management and 
insurance law, telecommunications and technology, con-
struction and infrastructure in Tanzania, and adds value to 
any case or transaction through two specialised self-devel-
oped systems.

All Mawalla services are underpinned by an internal govern-
ance and due diligence system, Mawalla Business Care (MBC); 
and Corporate Data Profile (CDP) and Property Data Profile 
(PDP) database systems. These highly specialised business 
tools provide instant and up-to-date information about com-
panies and properties in Tanzania. They also contribute to the 
seamless and cost effective management of the business.
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Reed Smith
Reed Smith’s dynamic and forward-looking practice interna-
tional arbitration practice spans the globe. Ranked in the elite 
GAR 30 2022, and with offices in the world’s leading arbitral 
seats, including London, Paris, New York, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Dubai, we are strongly positioned to represent 
clients in international business disputes such as in the con-
struction, energy and transportation industries.
We act as trusted advisers, advocates and arbitrators across 
a broad spectrum of complex and often multi-million/billion-
dollar commercial, investor-state, and sector-specific arbi-
trations. Our clients benefit from the invaluable insights, 
in-depth knowledge, award-winning talent and cross-border 
collaboration of our global team.

White & Case LLC
White & Case has one of the largest global dispute resolution 
groups in the world; an award-winning network of over 650 
dispute resolution lawyers spread across our global network. 
Our team has a fantastic track record of successfully resolv-
ing disputes relating to the African continent across a variety 
of sectors, and Chambers Global 2022 named us “Africa-wide 
Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year.” We bring our expe-
rience and our intimate knowledge of projects and disputes 
in Africa, which we have developed over many years, includ-
ing our familiarity with contractual terms, practices, the legal 
environment and regulations.

La Live
LALIVE is an international law firm with offices in Geneva, 
Zurich, and London, renowned for its high-level expertise 
and experience in dispute resolution. The firm provides com-
prehensive advice to companies, governments, international 
organisations and private clients, and helps them anticipate 
and manage disputes around the world. LALIVE’s arbitration 
team is composed of lawyers qualified in 20 jurisdictions, who 
together speak over 26 languages and who hold 30 different 
nationalities. The firm is a global leader in the field of interna-
tional arbitration and is the only firm in Switzerland to have a 
significant investment arbitration practice.

Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr (CDH
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr (CDH) is one of the largest full-service 
business law firms in South Africa, with more than 350 law-
yers and a track record spanning 169 years. The firm provides 
experienced legal support and an authentic knowledge-based 
legal service for clients looking to do business in key markets 
across Africa.

The firm focuses on a number of key sectors which are active 
and thriving in Africa, including M&A, competition, mining 
and minerals, telecommunications, construction, projects 
and energy, oil and gas, banking and finance, hospitality and 
leisure, and arbitration. CDH’s Nairobi office, Kieti Law LLP 
provides personalised legal services of the highest quality in 
key specialist areas of practice.

A.B PATEL & PATEL, ADVOCATES 
A.B Patel & Patel’s wealth of experience and tradition of ex-
cellence dates back to 1922 when the late Mr. Ambalal Patel, 
a Barrister from India came to and settled in Mombasa. It is 
amongst the oldest law firms in Kenya and is highly regarded 
for its corporate, commercial, admiralty and dispute resolu-
tion practice. The firm has a strong foundation premised on 
efficiency, ethical discipline, accuracy, integrity, excellence 
and creativity which enables it meet client expectations and 
deliver practical legal solutions founded on these core values. 
This has earned the firm an outstanding reputation and con-
fidence amongst its client base widely spread across a range 
of different sectors – both private and public including sev-
eral Government agencies locally, regionally as well as inter-
nationally.

Al Gharib & Associates Advocates & Legal Consult-
ants LLC
Al Gharib & Associates Advocates & Legal Consultants LLC (“Al 
Gharib) has earned a solid reputation for proving the highest 
quality of legal services in a wide range of substantive fields. 
Our pragmatism, aggressive use of technology, and dedica-
tion to client satisfaction set us as distinguished firms as we 
take innovative approaches to meet our clients’ needs.
Our lawyers offer a high level of technical expertise and legal 
skills in UAE/regional laws relating to the Middle East. Our 
areas of practice comprehend all types of legal services. Al 
Gharib has offices in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Khartoum, Juba, Nai-
robi, and Sana’a.
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ALN
ALN is an integrated alliance of the preeminent full-service 
corporate law firms in 15 African countries and a regional 
office in UAE. Together, ALN firms provide clients with seam-
less practical and business-focused legal, advisory and trans-
actional services across Africa. The alliance specialises in 
blending deep local knowledge and reach with sector-specific 
expertise, to successfully guide clients in navigating locally 
and across borders. ALN won Africa Network/Alliance of the 
Year at the 2021 IFLR Africa Awards in recognition of its legal 
innovation in cross-border transactions. Chambers Global 
has also consistently ranked ALN as Band 1 in the Leading 
Regional Law Firm Networks – Africa-wide category.

Rwanda Bar Association (RBA)
The Bar Association in Rwanda is a Legal Professional Or-
ganization that was created by an Act of Parliament in 1997 
(Law N° 03/97). This law was amended by Law No 83/2013 
of 11/09/2013, the law establishing the Bar Association in 
Rwanda, determining its Organization and Functioning. 
Having started with 37 advocates, after twenty five years, 
the Bar’s current membership exceeds 1450 advocates after 
fusion of former Judicial defenders Association and former 
Kigali Bar Association. The membership is made up of all 
practicing advocates, as required by law, and the interns who 
aspire to be enrolled after 2 years of internship. The Bar Asso-
ciation fulfills the role of Legal Representation and Regulation 
for its members and plays a key role in the Administration of 
Justice for a strengthened Rule of Law in Rwanda.
The Rwanda Bar Association is mainly comprised by the fol-
lowing organs:

• The General Assembly
• The Governing Council
• The President of the Bar

In 2009, an Executive Secretariat of the Bar Association was 
created to Support the President and the Governing Council 
to implement and administer the implementation of the Bar 
Strategic Programmes. Furthermore, the Bar Association es-
tablished a number of committees to help in achieving goals 
and objectives.

OUR VISION
To be a vibrant and independent National Bar Association 
committed to justice and the rule of law by enhancing the 
legal profession to regional, international best standards and 
advancing the human rights knowledge and awareness of the 
profession.

OUR MISSION
To gather all the members of the Bar Association to promote 
and protect the interests of the legal profession and the 
public in the administration of justice by preserving the in-
tegrity of the profession through regulation and supporting 
professional development, and by helping to shape the law 
and advancing respect for the rule of law and human rights.

Tarco Aviation Co.
TARCO Aviation is a limited Sudanese company established in 
2009, to meet the essential needs to link the states of Sudan 
domestically and connect with its neighbors and beyond by 
the means of air transportation. The growing need of safe, 
efficient and economical Air Transportation of passengers, 
cargo prompted TARCO to select Boeing Type Aircraft since 
start-up. The start of domestic and regional flights led to aux-
iliary growth and upgrade the economic status of the citizens.

Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) 
Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) is the premier 
and sole arbitration institution in Rwanda. The Centre was 
established by an Act of Parliament in 2010 and officially 
launched in 2012 as an autonomous and non-profit making 
institution.

The creation of KIAC is an initiative of the Rwanda Private 
Sector and supported by the Government of Rwanda. KIAC’s 
mandate is to help business community to resolve their dis-
putes amicably and promote the use of ADR mechanisms as 
an integral part of good business practice. 

After 10 years of activities, KIAC has recorded complex and 
high-value arbitration disputes, nearly 40% of these cases are 
international with participation from more than 20 different 
jurisdictions. It is also remarkable that KIAC awards were en-
forced and to date, none of the awards has been set aside. 

International Centre for Arbitration & Mediation in 
Kampala (ICAMEK) is an independent, not-for-profit organ-
isation, dedicated to advancing Alternative Dispute Resolution 
in Uganda and across East Africa. 

ICAMEK is a private sector led institution whose establishment 
was triggered by the need by different stakeholders to have an 
effective dispute resolution mechanisms that will contribute 
towards creating an environment that fosters the growth and 
development of business in Uganda and delivers the benefits 
of world-class Alternative Dispute Resolution to businesses, 
professionals, governments and communities alike. 

ICAMEK was launched on 25th April 2019 and currently ad-
ministers arbitration and mediation under its own rules as 
well as the UNCITRAL Rules. ICAMEK also provides mediation 
and arbitration training leading to accreditation through CIArb 
Kenya Branch.
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The Cairo Regional Centre for International Com-
mercial Arbitration, CRCICA
The Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbi-
tration (the “CRCICA” or the “Centre”) is an independent non-
profit international organization established in 1979 under 
the auspices of the Asian African Legal Consultative Organi-
zation (“AALCO”),[1] in pursuance of AALCO’s decision taken 
at the Doha Session in 1978 to establish regional centres for 
international commercial arbitration in Asia and Africa.

In 1979, an agreement was concluded between AALCO and 
the Egyptian Government for the establishment of CRCICA 
for an experimental period of three years. Pursuant to subse-
quent agreements concluded between AALCO and the Egyp-
tian Government in 1983, 1986 and 1989, CRCICA continued 
to function for two additional similar periods, after which it 
was granted permanent status.

Pursuant to the Headquarters Agreement concluded in 1987 
between AALCO and the Egyptian Government, CRCICA’s 
status as an international organization was recognized and 
the Centre and its branches were endowed with all necessary 
privileges and immunities ensuring their independent func-
tioning.

Ghana Bar Association
The Ghana Bar Association is excited to be associated with 
the 9th East Africa International Arbitration Conference on 
the Theme Resettling for a New Age of International Arbitra-
tion in Africa: Climate Change, Global Partnerships & Sustain-
able Development which is currently underway in Rwanda.
We are in an era where the concepts of Climate Change, Global 
Partnerships and Sustainable Development are in danger of 
being eroded. We hope that the role of these concepts in our 
practice would be enhanced, and the African Lawyer/Arbitra-
tor’s knowledge would be deepened to enhance the settle-
ment of legal disputes.
We wish you a successful conference

Tanzania Institute of Arbitrators
In 1995, the National Construction Council (NCC) consulted 
the A.G. Chambers and the Tanganyika Law Society regard-
ing the establishment of a commercial arbitration institution. 
Originally, NCC had been resolving construction–related dis-
putes only.  However, it saw the importance of spear heading 
the establishment of an institutional frame work for resolving 
not only construction related disputes but also commercial 
disputes as a whole. Hence, on 6th   July 1995, NCC organized 
a brainstorming meeting involving 20 invitees, which subse-
quently formed the Steering Committee, to develop a frame 
work for the settlement of all types of commercial disputes, 
TIArb was launched on 10th December, 1999.

EALS Institute
EALS Institute is a specialized training agency of the East 
Africa Law Society (EALS), the regional umbrella bar for the 
East African Community. EALS membership includes the Law 
Society of Kenya, Tanganyika Law Society, Uganda Law Soci-
ety, Zanzibar Law Society, Rwanda Bar Association, Burundi 
Bar Association and South Sudan Bar Association.  
Set up in 2017 under the new EALS strategic plan, the institute 
has been instrumental in spearheading cutting-edge training 
activities for lawyers in the region. The institute’s focuses on 
emerging areas of practice and globally-cutting sectors not 
traditionally attended to by national training. The institute 
also hosts the ALSF Academy, the training arm of the Africa 
Legal Support Facility. EALS Institute delivers its training 
through strategic partnerships with national bars, EAIAC and 
other partners.

Uganda Law Society (ULS)
The Uganda Law Society (ULS) is the National Bar Association 
of Uganda . It maintains and improves the standards of con-
duct and learning of the legal profession in Uganda; it pro-
tects and assists the public of Uganda in all matters concern-
ing the law; and  assists the Government and the Courts in all 
matters affecting legislation, the administration and practice 
of law in Uganda. 

The ULS is also a professional membership body with a vision 
to excel in professional development for its members. Its 
values are integrity, competence, accountability, independ-
ence and professionalism. 

The ULS is an active contributor to administration of justice 
and practice of law for the benefit of the people of Uganda 
in promotion of the rule of law, respect for human rights and 
access to justice among others.
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CIARB Kenya
The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Kenya Branch, estab-
lished in 1984, is one among the branches of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators which was formed in 1915 with head-
quarters in London. It promotes and facilitates determination 
of disputes by Arbitration and other forms of Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution (ADR), which includes mediation and Adjudi-
cation. The institute has over 10,000 members spread out in 
90 countries in the world with branches in England, Wales, 
Scotland, Hongkong, Europe, Nigeria, Kenya, India and North 
America among others. It has affiliations with arbitration 
bodies and institutions in other countries across the world 
and with the London Court of International Arbitration and 
the International Chamber of Commerce in Paris. It is a not 
for profit organization and gained charitable status in 1990.

International Centre for Settlement of Investment 
Disputes
ICSID is the leading institution devoted to international in-
vestment dispute settlement. It has extensive experience in 
this field, having administered the majority of all international 
investment cases. States have agreed on ICSID as a neutral 
forum for investor-State dispute settlement in most interna-
tional investment treaties and in numerous investment laws 
and contracts.
ICSID provides for the settlement of disputes by conciliation 
and arbitration. The ICSID process is designed to take account 
of the special characteristics of international investment dis-
putes and the parties involved, maintaining a careful balance 
between the interests of investors and host States.

Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration 
(NCIA)
The Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration was estab-
lished by an Act of Parliament to administer international and 
Domestic Arbitrations and other forms of dispute resolution.

The Vision for the N.C.I.A is to establish itself as the world’s 
preferred seat for all forms of alternative dispute resolution 
providing premier services to all its clientele and stakehold-
ers. Presently, the NCIA is administered by a Board of Direc-
tors with members drawn from various professional bodies 
within the East African Region chaired by Mr. Arthur Igeria 
and managed by the Ag Chief Executive Officer/Registrar Mr. 
Lawrence Muiruri Ngugi. 

The NCIA once fully operational intends to boast of an inter-
nationally recognised list of accredited Arbitrators, mediators 
and adjudicators and earn the repute of being the world’s 
preferred premier seat for dispute resolution.

Ghana Bar Association
Established in 1971 as a professional body uniting individual 
lawyers and national legal associations in Africa, the African 
Bar Association (AFBA) was designed to be a federation of na-
tional legal associations, corporate and unincorporated legal 
entities, and individual lawyers.

The Association seeks amongst other objectives to foster 
the exchange of opinions and experiences among mem-
bers, formulation of policies that would better reposition the 
continent’s socio-economic and political development and 
advancement with the law as the bedrock for these devel-
opments, and lastly breaking new legal frontiers. The Asso-
ciation brings together the five African sub-regional Lawyers, 
their respective National Associations spread over the AFBA 
continent.

CIArb Nigeria Branch (Ibadan Chapter)
The Nigeria Branch is one of the 41 Branches of the CIArb. 
The Institute approved the formation of the Branch in 1999 
having fulfilled the requirements to be granted Branch status. 
Since then it has grown in its membership and has over 1,273 
members. Its membership cuts across all disciplines includ-
ing practitioners in Law, Construction, Shipping, Engineering, 
Insurance, Banking, Accounting, Oil & Gas etc.

The Nigeria Branch has in its fold, seasoned Arbitration Prac-
titioners of international repute. In the exercise of its func-
tions, it maintains close links with other professional arbitral 
bodies worldwide.

The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators is recognized as the 
professional body for training and examination of those seek-
ing to become qualified arbitrators, mediators and other ADR 
Practitioners.

The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators also maintains a regis-
ter of qualified arbitrators and mediators, and monitors the 
professional conduct of its members while also providing 
continuing professional development to ensure that progres-
sive training is undertaken.

In the United Kingdom, the President and the Vice Presidents 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators are responsible for 
appointment of arbitrators under the rules of many inde-
pendent arbitration schemes and will, in addition, make indi-
vidual appointments when so requested by the parties to any 
dispute. Furthermore, many of the important professional 
and trade bodies in the United Kingdom, and elsewhere, take 
note of entries on the Chartered Institute’s register when ap-
pointing arbitrators under their own rules.

The Branch currently has three Chapters, Abuja Chapter, Port 
Harcourt Chapter and the Ibadan Chapter.
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I-Arb Africa
I-Arb Africa is a membership based practitioner-oriented in-
ternational arbitration electronic database. It is a platform 
with content on international arbitration focused on Africa. 

I-Arb provides easy online access to information on Arbitra-
tion in Africa including laws, court decisions and much more. 
In addition it provides analysis, blogs and news on ongoing 
developments and arbitration disputes concerning African 
parties. It is an information hub that keeps its members up to 
date and makes research on international arbitration related 
to Africa accessible at a one click. 
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GBS Africa Ltd
Established in 2011, GBS Africa is an African led, impact fo-
cused advisory services firm. We provide a combination of 
services to support businesses navigate political and eco-
nomic risks, gain access to the continent’s market success-
fully, expand to Africa’s regional economic blocs and resolve 
commercial & investment disputes.
Our vision
To be part of Africa’s sustainable development journey by 
creating value, supporting strategic partnerships whilst pro-
filing Africa’s diverse opportunities and addressing Africa’s 
challenges.
10+ years experience
Helping clients identify sustainable investment opportunities 
and aligning investment advisory with the development pri-
orities of the countries we represent.
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Africa Arbitration
AfricArb is a group of young legal professionals with a shared 
interest in arbitration and Africa. 

Although the African continent is diverse in its languages as 
well as in cultures and economies, all African countries share 
a common and invaluable feature: vast opportunities for 
growth and sustainable development. 

In this context, we believe that arbitration has a role to play 
in support of Africa’s economic vitality by strengthening legal 
certainty, thereby facilitating trade and investment. Our am-
bition is to participate in the development of arbitration as an 
efficient and accessible method of dispute resolution locally.

King & Spalding LLC
King & Spalding is an international law firm founded over 125 
years ago, with more than 800 lawyers in 17 offices across 
Asia, Europe, the Middle East and the United States.  The 
firm is a world leader in international arbitration, with over 
80 specialist arbitration lawyers representing clients around 
the globe.  Chambers Global 2015 recognised King & Spald-
ing as one of the top four international arbitration practices 
worldwide.  We have represented clients in arbitrations in-
volving projects or parties all over the world, in a wide range 
of business sectors including the energy, construction, infra-
structure, insurance, private equity and real estate industries.
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GBS Africa Limited
86-90 Paul Street London EC2A 4NE

+447814641567
London

United Kingdom
info@gbsafrica.co.uk
www.gbsafrica.co.uk


