
T R U S T  &  E S T A T E S
L I T I G A T I O N  F O R U M

3 0  N O V E M B E R  -  1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

L A  M A M O U N I A ,  M A R R A K E S H





__________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome Note

Operations Note

Welcome From the Co-Chairs

Agenda Overview

Delegate Profiles

Delegate List

The History of La Mamounia

Corporate Profiles

The Team

__________________________________________________________________________________

Contents
Page 2

Page 3

Page 4

Page 6-9

Page 10-31

Page 31-34

Page 35

Page 36-38

Page 39

1



__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome
event in Terre Blanche. Do ask one of the team if you

have any questions at all about the calendar. 

However, enough of the future, which we have learnt

is quite unfathomable. It has been an honour to be a

part of the construction of this year’s Trust & Estates

Litigation Forum agenda, and a huge thank-you must

go to the Advisory Board, our partners and speakers

who put so much hard work into making it what it is.

Special thanks must be given to Dakis Hagen KC,

Nicholas Holland and, for the first time, Tina

Wüstemann for their help and guidance in the

formation of this event.

We are also extremely proud to welcome, and

welcome back, our partners without whom this event

would not be able to happen. 

Lastly, thank you to all of you for joining us, we

cannot wait to see you all.

Francesca Ffiske, Global Director, Private Client

We are so pleased to bring you all back together in

Marrakesh, this time in the beautiful La Mamounia.

On behalf of the Private Client Global Elite may I

extend the warmest of welcomes to you all. It is so

nice to be able to welcome some of you twice in

one year.

And what a year it has been! With the pandemic

firmly in our rear-view mirror (we hope), we have

been able to finally have a full calendar of events.

We kicked off the year in Switzerland with our

Alpine Exchange. We hosted our 2021 Trust &

Estates Litigation Forum in March in Cologne,

which was an extra treat as we will be returning

with our next conference in December in

Marrakesh. We gathered both our Elite and Rising

Leaders at Chewton Glen in the spring. We were in

Bermuda and Mexico in the summer, and the south

of France, Singapore and Italy in the autumn. 

We cannot wait to do it all again next year, with

Exchanges in the UK, France, Switzerland, and

Bermuda, and a brand new 'Minds of the Future' 
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Operations Note
Welcome back to Marrakesh. Please find some

guidelines for your reference below, which you may need

throughout the conference.

Wednesday
On arrival at the forum you will be given a name badge.

We ask that you wear your badge for the duration of the

event. Please return your badge to a member of the

events team upon departure.

Lunch will be served at 13.30 in The Gardens. The

conference will commence at 14.45 in the Grand Salon;

staff will be on-hand to guide you. Drinks will be served

in Le Grand Foyer from 19.30, with  dinner at 20.30 in the

Grand Salon. The dress code is lounge suits.

Thursday
Sessions will begin at 9.00 in the Grand Salon, followed

by breakouts. Lunch will be at 13.30, kindly hosted by

Summit Trust. 

Leisure activities will take place from 14:30 on Thursday

afternoon. If you have not selected your preferred

activity 

activity already, or wish to change your selection then

please see a member of the team at your earliest

convenience. With thanks to Serle Court, for kindly

partnering with us for the camel riding. Our other option

will be a walking tour of Marrakesh. 

Please join us in Le Grand Foyer from 19.30 on Thursday

evening for a champagne reception hosted by Carey

Olsen, followed by our Gala dinner at L'Italien. The

dress code is black tie.

Friday
Friday’s sessions will take place in The Grand Salon. If

you are not extending your stay it is suggested that you

check out during breakfast on Friday as your rooms

must be vacated by 12.00. Please ensure you settle any

extras directly with the hotel.

We hope you have a wonderful time,

Rachael Toovey
Global Director, Membership Operations
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funds trapped for “no consent”. We look forward to

discussing these developments and many others –

focussing in particular also on civil law jurisdictions -

over the coming days.

We also look forward to enjoying Morocco’s rich

culture and history with you. We look forward to

sharing the poetic rhythms of Gnawa, the charms of

the medina and relishing tagine with you. 

 

As-salamu alaykum.

 

Dakis Hagen KC, Serle Court

Tina Wüstemann, Bär & Karrer

Nicholas Holland, McDermott Will & Emery

 

َالُم َعلَْيكُْم !Bienvenue! Welcome ٱلسَّ
 
We are delighted to be back in what we hope will

be the ongoing home for the Trusts and Estates

Litigation Forum, La Mamounia in Marrakesh.

 

This year we have the honour to welcome Tina as

one of our co-chairs. Tina is an incredible addition

to the team and we are delighted.

 

This year has seen some significant jurisprudence

including the decisions in Grand View Trust and

ETJL v Halabi; ITGL v Fort Trustees litigation as well

as statutory change, perhaps most notably the

Guernsey amendments to its forfeiture laws for  

Welcome from the Co-Chairs

With thanks to our Global Ambassadors:

Scott Rahn, RMO

Natasha Stourton, Withers

Rachael Raynolds KC, Ogier

Andrea Zavos, Boodle Hatfield

Daniel Dochylo, BLG

Bruce Lincoln, Mourant

Claire Goldstein, Harneys

Keith Robinson, Carey Olsen

Andrea Dorjee-Good, Schellenberg Wittmer

Joanne Verbiesen, Bedell Cristen

Basil Zirinis, Sullivan & Cromwell

Elspeth Talbot Rice KC, XXIV OB

Hannes Arnold, Gasser Partner

James Price, Stewarts

Alison Ozannes, Walkers

Jonathan Arr, Macfarlanes

Jeremy Gordon, Farrer & Co

Shân Warnock-Smith KC, ICT Chambers and 5 Stone Buildings

Anthony Poulton, Baker McKenzie

With thanks to our Advisory Board:
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Agenda
13:30-14:45
14:45-15:00

15:00-15:40

15:40-16:20

16:20-17:00

17:00-17:30

Welcome Lunch
Welcome from our Co-Chair

The Role of the Protector

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Conflict

Changing of the Guard: Is It Too Easy to Remove Trustees?

Coffee Break

The Garden
The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon

Dakis Hagen KC, Serle Court, United Kingdom

Judgments can be highly contradictory with regard to succession regulation in cross-border
litigation. How does this affect the application of law in succession disputes across civil and
common law jurisdictions, and how do they interact?

Andrea Dorjee-Good, Schellenberg Wittmer, Switzerland
Line-Alexa Glotin, UGGC Avocats, France
Emma Holland, Stewarts, United Kingdom
Joshua Rubenstein, Katten Muchin Rosenmann, United States

Historically, removal cases have been infrequent – perhaps because trustees have tended to bow
out gracefully (with their indemnity intact) in the face of a call for their departure. But recent
years have seen an increasing number of removal cases finding their way into court.. Judicial
guidance on such a critical issue is welcome. But where does it leave us? With so many ways to
challenge a trustee’s office (conflict of interest, partisanship, friction and hostility, even minor
breaches of trust), is it in fact too easy to oust an unwanted trustee? And, if so, why does this
matter?

Jessica Henson, Payne Hicks Beach, United Kingdom
Robert Ham KC, Wilberforce Chambers, United Kingdom
Raul-Angelo Papotti, Chiomenti, Italy
Nick Williams, Ogier, Jersey
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There have been a number of recent cases on protectors, and it is rather surprising that
this is an area that hasn’t been focused on in the past and it is only coming up now. So,
what is the role of the protector?

Bruce Lincoln, Mourant, Jersey
Jo Verbiesen, Bedell Cristin, Singapore
Gilead Cooper KC, Wilberforce Chambers, United Kingdom
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09:00-09:10

09:10-09:50

Welcome Comments from the Co-Chair

Trustee Tensions: Exiting a Structure in Times of Emergency

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon
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Roundtable Discussions: 
Risky Business: Investment Management Claims

International Incapacity

Trust Disputes in Asia and the Middle East

Fakes, Forgeries and Impersonators

Free Time
Welcome Drinks Reception
Welcome Dinner

17:30-18:30

18:30-19:30
19:30-20:30
20:30-22:30

Tamasin Perkins, Charles Russell Speechlys, United Kingdom
Christian Hay, Collas Crill, Guernsey
Hannah Mantle, Forsters, United Kingdom

Scott Rahn, RMO, United States
Sofie Hoffman, Harbottle & Lewis, United Kingdom

Andrew De La Rosa, ICT Chambers, Cayman Islands
Alfred Ip, Hugill & Ip, Hong Kong

Ziva Robertson, McDermott Will & Emery, United Kingdom
Carlos de Serpa Pimental, Appleby, Cayman Islands
Werner Jahnel, Lalive, Switzerland

Roundtable Rooms

Optional
Le Grand Foyer
The Grand Salon

Tina Wüstemann, Bär & Karrer, Switzerland

One of the greatest surges in fraud cases was in 2008 following the financial crash. Is this
going to happen again in 2023? Our panelists will discuss what steps should be taken if a
trustee suspects fraudulent behavior in a structure, and what to do when it all goes wrong.

Jeffrey Elkinson, Conyers, Bermuda
Mark Barmes, Lenz & Staehelin, Switzerland
Hannes Arnold, Gasser Partner, Leichtenstein
Marco Cerrato, Maisto e Associati, Italy
Sue Millar, Stephenson Harwood, United Kingdom

Agenda
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09:50-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30
11:30-12:30

12:30-13:30

13:30-14:30
14:30-17:00
17:00-19:30

Death Will Us Part: Asset Protection and Divorce

Crime and Punishment: Cross Border Information Gathering and Asset Tracing

Coffee Break
Fireside Chat: Lady Mary Arden

Roundtable Discussions: 
What Are the Strategies in Multi-Jurisdictional Trust Litigation

 
Lunch
Leisure Activities
Free Time

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon
The Grand Salon

Roundtable Rooms

The Garden
Optional
Optional

How do pre- and post-nups fit in with claims on death and inheritance waivers? When do
you submit to the jurisdiction of a particular court? How do forced heirship rules interact
with other courts? In this session we will look at everything to do with asset protection and
divorce across a range of jurisdictions and legal systems, and how they interact.

Mark Harper, Hughes Fowler Carruthers, United Kingdom
Andrea Moja, SLCLEX, Italy
Sital Fontanelle, Kingsley Napley, United Kingdom

Lady Mary Arden
Elspeth Talbot-Rice KC, XXIV Old Buildings, United Kingdom

Bhavesh Patel, Travers Thorp Alberga, Cayman
Aurelie Conrad Hari, Bar & Karrer, Switzerland
Robin Rathmell, Kasowitz Benson Torres, USA

Fozeia Rana-Fahy, MJM Barristers, Bermuda
Andrea Zavos, Boodle Hatfield, UK
Richard Wilson KC, Serle Court, UK

Elaine Gray, Carey Olsen, Guernsey
Jonathan Arr, Macfarlanes, UK

Natasha Stourton, Withers, UK
Matthew Bullen, Hogen Lovells, UK
Alison Ozanne, Walkers, Guernsey

Agenda
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One of the greatest surges in fraud cases was in 2008 following the financial crash. Is this going
to happen again in 2023? Our panelists will discuss what steps should be taken if a trustee
suspects fraudulent behavior in a structure, and what to do when it all goes wrong.

Kinga Weiss, Walder Wyss, Switzerland
Rachael Reynolds KC, Ogier, Cayman Islands
Charlotte Fraser, Farrer & Co, United Kingdom
Hannah Davie, Grant Thornton, United Kingdom
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Champagne Reception
Gala Dinner

Opening Comments from the Co-Chair

'Sabah El Kheir': Good Morning Session

19:30-20:30
20:30-22:30

10:30-10:40

10:40-12:30

Anthony Poulton, Baker McKenzie, United Kingdom
Giles Richardson KC, Serle Court, United Kingdom
Shân Warnock-Smith KC, ICT Chambers/ 5 Stone Buildings, Cayman Islands
Emma Jordan, Taylor Wessing, United Kingom

Le Grand Foyer
L'Italien

The Grand Salon

The Grand Salon
Nicholas Holland, McDermott Will & Emery, United Kingdom

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Agenda
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Francesco
Giovanni Angelini
Associate

Maisto e
Associati

Hannes Arnold
Senior Partner

Gasser Partner
Rechtsanwälte

__________________________________________________________________________________

Conference Attendees
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Stephen is a Partner and the Local
Practice Leader of the Litigation
practice at Mourant Ozannes
(Jersey) LLP. He regularly advises on
a wide range of multi-jurisdictional
commercial disputes, with a
particular focus in the areas of
contentious private wealth and trust
matters, partnership and investment
fund disputes and corporate
liquidations and reorganisations.
Stephen has been involved in some
of the largest and most complex
trust proceedings, funds disputes
and insolvencies in Jersey and the
Cayman Islands, and has regularly
appeared before courts in these
jurisdictions. 

Steven Alexander
Partner

Mourant

Francesco Giovanni Angelini
graduated in law at the University
of Milan Luigi Bocconi in 2017. He
joined Maisto e Associati in
September 2017, after having
worked for a major Italian law
firm, and was admitted to the
Italian bar in 2019. His main area
of expertise involves the civil law
aspects of the private clients
sector, both domestically and
internationally, regarding in
particular patrimonial and
succession planning, trusts,
foundations and corporations. He
has also developed significant
experience in the sale and
purchase of residential real
estates.

Hannes Arnold is senior partner
of GASSER PARTNER Attorneys at
law one of the leading law firms
in Liechtenstein and a Chambers
Global top tier firm. Hannes
Arnold is admitted to the
Liechtenstein and Austrian Bar
and specializes in Corporate
Law, Company Law as well as
banking and financial markets
law. He advises high net worth
individuals in a variety of estate
planning, asset structuring and
litigation matters. Hannes Arnold
has handled complex asset
tracing endeavours and
enforcement of international
judgements with respect to
Liechtenstein structures and has
broad experience in challenging
and defending Liechtenstein
private wealth structures in
international and cross border
litigation and arbitration.

Jonathan specialises in international
contentious trust, probate and
succession disputes, high-value
family disputes and commercial
litigation. He acts for high-net-
worth individuals from the UK and
around the world, trustees,
protectors, wealth managers and
multinational businesses. 

Jonathan has a wealth of
experience litigating private client
disputes in both UK and
international courts. He acts on the
full range of matters affecting
private clients and their structures,
including breach of trust claims,
rectification and mistake actions,
trustee directions and court
approval/blessing applications, as
well as professional negligence and
commercial litigation (particularly
involving breaches of fiduciary duty
and conspiracy).

Mark Barmes is Senior Counsel at
Lenz & Staehelin. He contributes
actively in the field of wealth
planning in Switzerland and
particularly in connection with
trusts and trust disputes. He
advises individuals and trustees in
all aspects of wealth planning, in
both international and domestic
contexts, particularly in helping
foreign private clients and
trustees to establish themselves
in Switzerland and to resolve
disagreements. Mark Barmes also
acts for international
organizations in employment
disputes before the
Administrative Tribunal of the
International Labour
Organization.

Mark Barmes
Senior Counsel

Lenz & Staehelin

Jonathan Arr
Partner

Macfarlanes
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Michael Cash
Partner

Penningtons
Manches Cooper

Joanna Caen
Counsel

Carey Olsen
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Matthew Bullen focuses on pensions
and trusts litigation. He has
considerable experience in handling
large and complex disputes, both
domestic and multi-jurisdictional, as
well as conducting investigations on
matters that raise regulatory issues
or which may result in litigation. His
cases frequently involve insolvency
or public law elements.
 
In recent years he has worked
particularly intensively on pensions
moral hazard regulatory actions,
both for targets of regulatory action
and trustees. His cases have been
among the most significant in recent
developments in pensions law,
including Silentnight, Nortel, Box
Clever, Halcrow, Pilots, and IMG. He
also has substantial experience of
bringing and defending professional
negligence claims in the pensions
context.

Matthew Bullen
Partner

Hogan Lovells

Michael qualified in 1993, joined
Penningtons Manches Cooper in
2002 and became a partner in
2003. He specialises in domestic
and international trust and estate
litigation including disputed wills,
breach of trust claims,
administration of estate disputes,
and claims under the Inheritance
(Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975.

In addition, Michael advises on
contentious applications in the
Court of Protection, succession
planning and acting for charities.
He has also represented clients in
numerous mediations, as well as
reported cases, in getting their
disputes resolved and regularly
gives evidence as an expert
witness in court proceedings
outside the UK.

Joanna Caen is Counsel in the
trusts and private wealth team at
Carey Olsen in Guernsey. Joanna
has spent her whole career
assisting families, individuals,
trustees and other professionals
serving high and ultra-high net
worth families with asset planning,
philanthropy, family company
structures, dispute resolution and,
increasingly, mental capacity
issues. She has worked in New
Zealand and Hong Kong before
joining our team in Guernsey.
Joanna qualified in New Zealand
in 2007 and Hong Kong in 2016.
Prior to joining Carey Olsen,
Joanna was Managing Director of
Praxis's Hong Kong office,
responsible for providing trust and
corporate services to clients
throughout Asia and beyond.
Before that, she was a partner
with Herbert Smith Freehills
leading the Private Wealth team in
China. In 2021 and 2022 Joanna
was Chair of the Hong Kong
branch of the Society of Trust and
Estate Practitioners.

Marco Cerrato, partner of Maisto e
Associati, is an Italian lawyer who
assists corporate and individual
clients on contentious and not
contentious matters on domestic
and international tax law. He is
retained by banks, family offices and
individuals for generational planning,
lifetime asset transfers and
ownership structures, transfer of
residence to/from Italy and
taxation/structuring of art
collections and philanthropic
activities, having developed wide-
spanning expertise in those areas. 
He holds an LLM in Tax from the
London School of Economics and
Political Science and is professor of
International Tax Law at the LIUC
University in Italy. He was part of the
expert committee reporting to the
Prime Minister’s office on economic
and fiscal matters in 2015-2016.

Marco is the Chair of STEP Italy.

Nick has worked in the legal
industry for over 30 years,
predominantly in Commercial
Litigation:– initially as a Clerk in a
leading Set of Chambers, then
establishing his own contentious
Costs business which he ran
successfully prior to joining GT
and heading their Client
Development team, which he has
led for 5 years now. Whilst the
immediate departments he
supports are Grant Thornton UK’s
Forensic, Insolvency and
Restructuring he is also a conduit
to the rest of Grant Thornton
both UK and internationally.

Nicolas Clark
Head of Client
Development:
Forensic, Insolvency
and Asset Recovery
Grant Thornton

Marco Cerrato
Partner

Maisto e
Associati
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Aurélie Conrad
Hari
Partner

Bär & Karrer

Gilead Cooper
KC
Barrister

Wilberforce
Chambers
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Advocate Adam Cole is a Partner in
Walkers' Guernsey Insolvency &
Dispute Resolution team, with wide
commercial litigation experience
and a particular interest in
contentious and semi-contentious
fiduciary disputes.
 
After starting his career in the City
with a major international law firm,
Adam has been offshore for over 10
years and an Advocate of the Royal
Court of Guernsey since 2014.
Adam appears in matters before the
Royal Court and Court of Appeal
and has been consistently
recognised by both Legal 500 and
Chambers and Partners for his
knowledge, commerciality and
being a pleasure to work with.

Adam Cole
Partner

Walkers
(Guernsey)

Aurélie Conrad Hari co-heads the
Litigation practice of Bär & Karrer.
She has a broad experience in
handling complex multi-
jurisdictional disputes in financial,
banking and commercial disputes.
She also specializes in private
clients' assistance and
representation. Her practice
encompasses shareholders' and
employment disputes, insolvency as
well as asset recovery, with the
recognition and enforcement of
foreign judgments and arbitral
awards. She also frequently acts as
counsel representing parties in
commercial arbitration related to
various industries, eg, sale,
distribution, agency, construction
(including power plants) and
energy. Additionally, she conducts
internal investigation on specific
fact findings and compliance issues
upon instructions from clients or
supervisory authorities. Aurélie
Conrad Hari is a regular speaker
and publisher on topics of her
expertise. 

Before coming to the Bar, Gilead
enjoyed a brief career in
publishing, editing books on
photography, popular science and
astronomy. He also spent a couple
of years teaching in pre-
revolutionary Iran. After pupillage,
he worked in the Litigation
Department of Freshfields for
three years before returning to the
Bar to take up a tenancy at 7 New
Square. He joined Wilberforce
Chambers in 2015. Gilead has a
particular interest in digital assets
and has written a number of
articles about the legal issues
raised by this rapidly developing
technology. He was included in
Cityweath’s recent list of the top
100 Crypto advisors and
managers.

Through the breadth of experience
Hannah has gained as a leading
insolvency practitioner, she now
heads Grant Thornton UK LLP’s
growing Contentious estates and
family disputes team which
specialises in assisting beneficiaries,
trustees, and representatives in
matrimonial, family, trust, and
probate disputes. Disputes within
families may arise following a divorce
or the death of a family member.
These disputes focus on the value of
assets, competing claims, issues
relating to executors and conflicts
between beneficiaries, shareholders
and offshore trust disputes. Hannah
and her team work in tandem with
lawyers, to design strategies that
ensure the most appropriate action is
taken to achieve maximum recovery
and the best possible outcome for
the client. She can use the Insolvency
Act, along with other civil legislation,
such as the use of liquidations,
bankruptcies and court appointed
receiverships, as tools. She is also
supported by Grant Thornton’s large
forensic practice, corporate
intelligence team, digital forensic
and asset recovery specialists.

Alasdair is a partner and the head
of the litigation team in Guernsey.
He has been in practice for over 25
years and, before qualifying in
Guernsey, not only practised as a
barrister in England but also spent
several years working in the
Caribbean. He is instructed by law
firms and institutional clients based
worldwide and has acted for most
of Guernsey’s leading fiduciaries,
fund providers and banks. Alasdair
has a genuine depth of experience
having handled a great variety of
contentious and non-contentious
matters covering most corporate,
insolvency and fiduciary fields
including appearing before a wide
variety of courts and tribunals
worldwide. He has particular
expertise and established track
record in conducting complex high
value cross-border work both in
Guernsey and the BVI. Alasdair is
also a Guernsey Notary Public.

Hannah Davie
Partner

Grant Thornton

Alasdair Davison
Partner

Bedell Cristin
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Andrew De La Rosa practises as
independent counsel specialising in
structuring and litigation concerning
fiduciary relationships in the trust,
estate, company, collective
investment fund and partnership
spheres. His practice is international
and he has long experience of
dealing with the laws of all of the
principal English common law-based
international financial centres as well
as the Islamic and civil code-based
systems with which such centres
interact. He is often engaged to
review and advise on the
enforcement, variation or termination
of structures, whether based in the
Cayman Islands or elsewhere.

Andrew De La
Rosa
Barrister

ICT Chambers

Carlos de Serpa Pimentel is a
partner and Global Head of the
Private Client and Trusts
department of the Appleby Group.
Carlos specialises in all aspects of
Cayman Islands trust law advice
and trust litigation. He regularly
advises trustees and ultra-high net
worth individuals on the
establishment, restructuring and
administration of trusts, and the use
of private trust companies as well
as providing advice to Protectors
and beneficiaries on a variety of
trust related matters. He also
advises on estate planning and
administration of estate issues for
high net worth individuals. Carlos
has substantial experience in
relation to Cayman Islands and BVI
trust litigation matters, acting on
behalf of trustees, beneficiaries
and Protectors in Court
proceedings. He regularly appears
in Court on their behalf as counsel.

Marcus Dearle is a partner and
head of divorce and trusts at the
family law specialist boutique law
firm, Miles Preston, in London. He is
Chair of the IBA Family Law
Committee, and is a Fellow of the
International Academy of Family
Lawyers. He is qualified in England
and Wales, Hong Kong and the BVI.
He specialises in acting for trustees,
beneficiaries and spouses in
international divorce and trust
cases. He represented the trustee,
HSBC Trustee International Limited,
in the landmark 2014 Hong Kong
Court of Final Appeal trust and
divorce case of Otto Poon, and in
April 2021 took over the case of
Barclay v Barclay in the High Court
in London in which he successfully
represented Sir Frederick Barclay in
a case involving assets held in
highly complex overseas trust
arrangements: on 28 July 2022 the
judge, Sir Jonathan Cohen,
dismissed Lady Barclay's substantive
Judgment Summons for Sir
Frederick to be committed to prison
for non-payment of £50m (the first
instalment of a total award of
£100m).

Andrea Dorjee-Good is a partner
at Schellenberg Wittmer in Zurich
where she heads the Private
Wealth Group. Andrea has
extensive experience in the field
of inheritance and foundation
law. She advises private clients on
all aspects of domestic and
international estate planning,
including in particular on lasting
powers of attorney, wills,
succession pacts and matrimonial
property agreements. In addition,
she assists clients in relation to
asset structuring, trusts and
foundations and regularly
represents clients in probate
matters as well as in complex trust
and estate disputes.

Christopher is a Partner of Mourant
Ozannes (Guernsey) LLP in
Mourant's Guernsey Litigation and
Dispute Resolution practice. He
specialises in complex commercial
and trust litigation, and provides
advice to a range of financial
institutions and fiduciaries,
particularly in multi-jurisdictional
disputes. Having obtained diplomas
in compliance and anti-money
laundering, his focus is often on
regulatory and compliance matters.
He regularly advise on routine and
non-routine matters, including
liaising with the Guernsey Financial
Services Commission, the police
and the Financial Investigation Unit.
He also has expertise in relation to
cross-border assistance in tax and
money-laundering issues.

Andrea Dorjee-
Good
Partner

Schellenberg
Wittmer

Christopher
Edwards
Partner

Mourant
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Senior Associate

Irwin Mitchell

Maria Cristiana
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Of Counsel
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Associati

__________________________________________________________________________________

Conference Attendees

14

Jeffrey Elkinson is a Director in the
Litigation & Insolvency department in
the Bermuda office of Conyers Dill &
Pearman. Jeffrey joined Conyers in
1988. Jeffrey’s practice includes
Commercial Litigation and Arbitration
in the area of contentious trusts,
insurance and re-insurance, and
construction with particular
specialization in administrative law and
telecommunications and energy. He is
an active arbitrator, mediator and
counsel in domestic and international
disputes with appointments from ICC,
LCIA and CIArb and, in respect of
domain names, HKIAC/ADNDRC. With
true international experience, Jeffrey
has audience rights in numerous
jurisdictions and is also active on a pro-
bono basis as course director and tutor
for the CIArb. Jeffrey is the chairman of
the Professional Conduct Committee
and the Police Complaints Authority for
Bermuda and is a door tenant of Des
Voeux Chambers, Hong Kong. He acts
as an Assistant Judge of the Supreme
Court of Bermuda. He is a Special
Assistant Attorney General for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Jeffrey Elkinson
Director

Conyers

Samantha is a Senior Associate in
the Tier 1 ranked Will, Trust and
Estate Disputes team at Irwin
Mitchell. Working with the firm’s
property, lifetime and estate
planning teams Samantha advises
on all aspects of will, probate, trust
and estate disputes including
contested Court of Protection
matters. Clients include
professionals, trust corporations, lay
clients and charities. Consistently
recognised as a ‘Rising Star’ in Legal
500 Samantha is also ranked as an
Associate to Watch in Chambers
HNW.

Maria Cristiana Felisi graduated in
law at the Catholic University of the
Sacred Heart of Milan. She is an
expert in commercial law, civil law
and civil procedure, and has
developed a particular expertise in
hereditary controversies and family
crises, paying particular attention to
international profiles, and also
gaining a significant experience in
patrimonial and succession
planning, and housekeeping
arrangements of the family and
enterprise, using tools such as wills
and trusts. Member of the IBA and
Tep of Step Italy, she is enrolled in
the Bar of Milan lawyers since 1992
and in the special register of
attorneys admitted to patronage
before several higher jurisdictions.

Sital is a partner in Kingsley
Napley’s family team, where she
specialises in complex financial
matters within a divorce, including
international jurisdictional cases,
negotiating and drafting pre-
nuptial and post-nuptial
agreements as well as every
aspect of private children law
cases. Sital’s areas of practice
include all aspects of private
family work, with particular
expertise in financial remedy
proceedings often involving an
international dimension. Sital has
extensive experience in complex
cases involving off-shore trusts,
family businesses, tracing assets
and inherited wealth.  Sital is an
active member of the Resolution
Cohabitation committee and has
considerable experience in
dealing with claims arising for
cohabiting couples and their
children. Sital is also highly
experienced in all private children
matters including applications for
leave to remove from the
jurisdiction, change of school and
child arrangements generally. 

Charlotte is a partner in Farrer &
Co’s Contentious Trusts and Estates
team. She acts on a wide range of
trust and estate disputes, both
onshore and offshore. Charlotte has
experience of domestic and
multijurisdictional trust disputes
involving breach of trust, beneficiary
rights of information and
jurisdictional issues. Charlotte has
experience of claims involving fraud
and asset tracing, and has
represented both claimants and
defendants in connection with
freezing injunctions and disclosure
orders. Charlotte frequently advises
on succession issues including
validity claims, capacity and
construction issues as well as claims
under the Inheritance (Provision for
Family and Dependents) Act 1975.

Sital Fontanelle
Partner

Kingsley Napley

Charlotte Fraser
Partner

Farrer & Co
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Rob is head of Bedell Cristin's
litigation team. He is a very
experienced commercial litigator
and insolvency specialist. He joined
the firm in 2006 following a
successful 10 year career working for
2 large City of London law firms and
a 5 year stint at a leading offshore
law firm in Cayman, during which
time he was also admitted to the bar
of the British Virgin Islands. He is now
based in our London office, although
continues his work as a full time
Jersey advocate (having been
admitted to the Jersey Bar in 2011).
He is involved in a broad range of
commercial litigation, particularly
shareholder disputes and litigation
involving trusts and is regularly
involved in assisting with
applications by trustees and
beneficiaries including in relation to
rectification, mistake and the rule in
Hastings-Bass. On the insolvency
side he also works closely with
insolvency practitioners in Jersey and
elsewhere. 

Robert Gardner
Partner

Bedell Cristin

Peter is a managing associate in
Stephenson Harwood's contentious
trusts group with extensive
experience in complex, high value
trust disputes in the banking and
financial services and private
wealth sectors. Peter advises on a
broad range of disputes with
particular expertise in representing
corporate finance trustees and
advising trustees in complex fraud
and asset recovery proceedings
often involving significant
international elements. He regularly
acts for corporates, trustees,
financial services firms, financial
institutions and private individuals.

Line-Alexa Glotin is a partner and
head of the private client and tax
department at UGGC Avocats in
Paris. She advises private clients
and institutions in a domestic and
international context. She has
extensive experience in assisting
individuals, family businesses, family
offices, charities, trustees and
foundations including art
foundations, notably in regard to
the transfer and restructuring of
private assets, tax planning and
estate planning. Ms Glotin also
advises on voluntary disclosures and
assists clients in tax litigation. 

Edward began his career as a
graduate trainee at JPMorgan in
London and then Johannesburg, and
has over twenty years’ experience in
leveraged and special situations
credit. Edward has spent more than
a decade as a Managing Director
building and running businesses at
investment banks and oversaw the
investment evaluation process on
GBP 800m of capital. Previously,
Edward headed European Distressed
Sales at Lehman Brothers, co-
headed European Distressed Credit
at Nomura International and ran
European Special Situations Credit
at NatWest Markets. Edward read
history and war studies at King’s
College, London.

Edward Grundy
Managing Partner

Hereford
Litigation

Dakis Hagen KC specialises in
Chancery litigation, both commercial
and traditional. His cases usually
involve international structures, most
often trusts and estates, allegations
of fraud or professional negligence
and asset tracing. Dakis is ranked in
Chambers & Partners for Chancery:
Commercial and Chancery:
Traditional (Band 1) as well as for
Trusts (Band 1), Offshore (Band 1) and
Family/Matrimonial: Trusts/Tax
Experts (Star Individual). Chambers
HNW has placed him in Band 1 for
Traditional Chancery. The Legal 500
ranks him for Private Client, Civil
Fraud and Offshore. He is named in
the Legal Week Private Client Global
Elite. The international nature of
Dakis' practice has meant that he is
instructed both by London solicitors
and also directly from overseas
(including from the USA, the
Caribbean, Hong Kong, Bermuda,
Luxembourg, Switzerland, Gibraltar
and the Channel Islands). He has
appeared as leading counsel in
courts in the Cayman Islands, BVI,
Bermuda, Gibraltar and  London. 

Dakis Hagen KC
Barrister

Serle Court
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Robert has a litigation and advisory
practice, largely related to trust law.
It covers not only traditional private
client work, and associated tax law,
but also pension schemes together
with professional negligence in those
fields. He handles both contentious
and non-contentious matters, and in
England a judge has called him a
“leading expert in the law of trusts”.
He has appeared in trust cases all
over the world, from Borneo to the
BVI. He is a bencher of the Middle
Temple and was formerly a Deputy
High Court Judge. Chambers &
Partners 2023 says Robert is “just
legendary in the profession as a trust
litigator”, while The Legal 500 2023
recognises him as “one of the best-
known and respected silks”; “he
easily cuts through complexity,
getting to the heart of a matter with
the minimum fuss, which goes down
very well with lay and professional
clients alike”.

Robert Ham KC
Barrister

Wilberforce
Chambers

Mark Harper is a divorce specialist
at Hughes Fowler Carruthers in
London, particularly international
cases involving trusts and prenups.
He was President of the European
Chapter, International Academy of
Family Lawyers 2014-2016. Co-
author of International Trust and
Divorce Litigation, Third Edition –
LexisNexis. Mark has been ranked in
the Top 10 divorce lawyers in
Spear’s Family Law Index since
2013 and Chambers HNW Guide.
Mark acted for John Charman in
the 2007 test case which is still the
leading case on the treatment of
trusts on divorce. He also drafted
the prenup in the case of Crossley,
in which the terms were upheld on
divorce and pioneered procedure
on divorce where a prenup shortens
the court process. He acted in the
test of K v K which changed the law
on relocation recognising father’s
rights who have shared care.

Christian is among the leading
commercial litigators at the
Guernsey Bar with a particular
expertise in contentious trust
related matters and corporate
disputes. If there is a high value
dispute between trustees and
beneficiaries; between bank and
customer/investor; between
commercial entities; between
majority/minority shareholders;
against directors; or within a
contentious liquidation, Christian is
likely to be acting for one of the
parties. Christian is a CEDR
accredited mediator and qualified
arbitrator. He regularly acts as
mediator or arbitrator in financial
services and commercial disputes in
Guernsey and Jersey. Christian is a
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators, which is the the world’s
leading qualifications and
professional body for dispute
avoidance and dispute
management. 

Jessica is a private client partner
specialising in risk and disputes in
relation to trusts and estates. Jessica
has accrued extensive trust litigation
experience both in England and
offshore. She draws on her litigation
experience to inform asset
preservation and estate planning
strategies designed to avoid disputes
in the future. Jessica has also built up
particular expertise in advising
trustees and beneficiaries on issues
of trust law in the context of divorce
proceedings. Jessica is a member of
STEP, ACTAPs and the co-founder of
ConTrA. She is the trusts
correspondent for the Private Client
Business Journal.

Jessica Henson
Partner

Payne Hicks
Beach
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Alex Hall Taylor is a barrister, King's
Counsel, partner and head of Carey
Olsen’s BVI Dispute Resolution and
Litigation team.

Alex has over 20 years' court
experience in commercial litigation
and dispute resolution across a
broad range of commercial,
company, shareholder, trusts,
insolvency, restructuring, civil fraud,
asset tracing, security enforcement,
tax, professional liability and
fiduciary claims, arbitrations and
mediations. He has extensive case
management, interlocutory, trial
and appellate advocacy
experience including before the
Privy Council. His practice is
principally contentious, involving
advocacy, tactical advice and
strategic expertise in high value,
complex, document heavy matters
that are frequently multi-
jurisdictional in nature. He is a
CEDR-accredited mediator.

Alex Taylor KC
Partner

Carey Olsen
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Sofie Hoffman has acted on a number
of international contentious trust and
probate matters, frequently involving
allegations of dishonesty. She has also
represented victims of fraud, both
companies and individuals in assisting
them to recover through the civil courts
the proceeds of fraud. Sofie initially
developed her specialism in trust and
fraud cases, including cases of undue
influence and forgery, whilst working at
leading Magic Circle Firm Allen &
Overy. It was in Allen & Overy’s trust,
asset tracing and fraud group, where
she gained experience of obtaining
freezing and proprietary injunctions,
search orders and Norwich Pharmacal
orders. Sofie also has the advantage
of having worked in-house. Between
2001 to 2005, Sofie worked in the
litigation team at Lloyds of London.
While she continued to work on cases
where there were allegations of
dishonesty or wrong-doing, her in-
house experience provided her with an
understanding of the importance of
identifying at the outset of a case the
client’s objectives and delivering a
solution which meets those objectives.

Sofie Hoffman
Partner

Harbottle & Lewis

Nicholas (Nick) Holland focuses his
practice on international contentious
trusts and estates and acts primarily
for wealthy families, individuals,
institutional trustees, protectors and
enforcers in disputes involving
offshore trusts. Nick is also often
involved in non-contentious
international private wealth matters
where he brings his extensive
knowledge of offshore trusts and
jurisdictions as well as potentially
litigious outcomes to bear on the
difficulties faced by international
wealthy families. Nick is qualified as
a lawyer in England and Wales, the
Cayman Islands, British Columbia
and Ontario; and has played a key
role in litigation in the Cayman
Islands, Jersey, Guernsey, the Isle of
Man, British Virgin Islands,
Singapore, Switzerland, Canada
and the United States. A Canadian
expatriate in London, Nick often
advises Canadian individuals and
institutions on matters of UK law
either himself or where appropriate
in conjunction with other members of
McDermott’s private wealth teams.

Emma regularly advises where
there is friction between
beneficiaries and fiduciaries and
also to facilitate separation of
beneficial interests, assisting with
associated court applications both
on- and off-shore. Emma advises
on succession issues and the
validity of wills, including issues of
capacity and advises where
conflicts of private international law
arise. She also assists with claims
made under the Inheritance
(Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975. Emma also
has experience in relation to the
affairs of those who have lost
capacity and associated
applications in the Court of
Protection.

A qualified solicitor in Hong Kong
since 2000, Alfred is skilled in helping
individuals and their families manage
personal and wealth-related matters,
including trust and probate (both
contentious and non-contentious),
family and mental capacity issues. He
was also admitted as a Solicitor of
England and Wales in 2002. He is
one of the few probate practitioners
in Hong Kong who are vastly
experienced in both non-contentious
and contentious probate issues. He
regularly advises clients on long term
estate planning, ranging from the
proper drafting of a will to
constructing complicated trusts,
airtight from any potential perils.
Alfred is appointed by Court as an
administrator in estate disputes and
advises professional administrators on
legal aspects of estate
administration, both in Hong Kong
and internationally. In contentious
cases, he acts for clients in probate
actions, ranging from propounding
the Will to having an executor
removed. For clients requiring help in
estate administration problems such
as declaratory relief or disclosure of
account, Alfred will apply to Court for
the necessary directions and orders.

Alfred Ip
Partner

Hugill & Ip

Paul Hodgson, Deputy Group Head
of Trust at Butterfield is primarily
responsible for nurturing and
enhancing Butterfield Trust’s
relationships with both clients and
advisors, alongside offering first
class technical advice particularly in
relation to structures for wealth and
succession planning. Paul joined
Butterfield in 1998 after 10 years
working with KPMG in Australia,
London and Hong Kong. He is a
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Accountants, Australia and New
Zealand, a Trust and Estate
Practitioner and Fellow of the
Chartered Institute for Securities
and Investment. Paul is Chairman of
the Guernsey International Business
Association (GIBA) and past
Chairman of the Guernsey
Association of Trustees (GAT). He
received the STEP Founders Award
in 2016 for his extraordinary service
and contribution to STEP
Worldwide.

Paul Hodgson
Deputy Group

Head of Trust

Butterfield
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Disputes between Trustees and
Beneficiaries or between
Executors and the Beneficiaries
Disputes over trust assets and
estate assets
Issues over the distribution of a
trust asset or estate assets
Guidance for Trustees or
Executors
Property ownership Trust disputes
Claims against estates or Trusts
Disputes over the validity of Wills

Paula is the Regional Managing
Partner in Chichester, and she work
withs clients to resolve disputes about
Wills, Estates or Trusts. She advises
individual beneficiaries and
professional trustees or executors and
can offer innovative solutions enabling
both private individuals or trustees
with a cash poor trust to fund expert
legal advice. She has experience
dealing with:

Paula James
Partner

Irwin Mitchell

Emma leads Taylor Wessing's
contentious trusts team in the UK.
She's described by clients as a
commercially astute advisor with a
formidable reputation for trust
litigation work. She's advised on
landmark cases including the first
ever action involving an insolvent
trust. Emma's mandates often involve
a crossborder or international
element. Emma is dual qualified as
an English Barrister and a Jersey
Advocate, allowing her to represent
clients in the Jersey Courts directly.
She advises across aspects of
contentious trusts work, and has a
particular focus on representing
trustees and high net worth clients.
Her practice covers civil fraud work,
asset-tracing and recovery within
the context of offshore trusts and
structures. She also helps clients with
alternative dispute resolution
strategies including mediation.

Jane Keir is a partner in the family
and divorce team. Described as a
"class act" by her peers and
colleagues alike, she is "absolutely
dedicated to getting the job done
for her clients many of whom are
high profile or international". Jane
acts for equal numbers of men and
women and many of her clients
come from across the country and
abroad, as well as London. Much of
her work involves an international
element and she enjoys working
with other lawyers, accountants,
actuaries, financial advisers, wealth
managers and investigators in order
to provide a thorough and
comprehensive service to her
clients. In addition, she has
immediate recourse to all the other
leading teams at Kingsley Napley
LLP, including Private Client,
Immigration and Real Estate.

Kris has over 20 years’ experience in
asset tracing, insolvency and recovery
in the UK and internationally, with a
particular focus on Private Wealth
Disputes. Kris skilfully applies her
experience to a full range of Private
Wealth Disputes, including being
appointed and leading matters in
solvent and insolvent deceased
estates, dealing with complex assets
held in trusts, securing and maximising
asset realisations where there are
multi-generational family disputes
and contentious matrimonial
proceedings. At the core of Kris’
approach is her expertise and
personable approach which she
brings to all matters to ensure the
best outcome for clients.

Kristina Kicks
Managing Director

Interpath
Advisory
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Werner Jahnel joined LALIVE in 2008
and has been based in the Zurich
office since 2010. He specialises in
private wealth, advising private
clients, family offices, foundations
and trust companies on complex
international estate planning and
inheritance law matters, succession
planning, divorce and family issues.
He is certified by the Swiss Bar
Association as a Specialist in
Inheritance law. Having practised
international arbitration for two
decades, he currently acts as
counsel and arbitrator in commercial
and private client related disputes.

Werner Jahnel
Partner

LALIVE
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Brian is the Head of BVI Dispute
Resolution. He is a "formidable"
commercial litigation barrister, with
considerable experience of civil fraud,
insolvency and trust disputes. He
regularly appears in the BVI
Commercial Court and the Court of
Appeal and is "a very strong
advocate". He is known for "giving
sound and realistic advice, while
fiercely fighting his client’s corner and
finding creative solutions to advance
its interests". His global team of BVI
lawyers has been described in the
leading directories as being:
"exemplary", "a slick operation" and
"a tight, well-run group of clever,
hardworking lawyers". His cases often
involve the Middle East or the FSU.

Brian Lacy
Head of Dispute

Resolution, BVI

Ogier

Appointed as Queen's Counsel in
2021, Alexander Learmonth has
become a major presence at the
chancery bar, combining "fine
drafting skills" (Chambers UK) with
"smooth and persuasive" advocacy”
(Legal 500), and is described by
clients as “absolutely wonderful”. In
conference, clients find him
"charming" and "affable" (Chambers
UK Bar), and able to provide
reassurance at an emotionally
difficult time. Alexander's principal
area of practice is in succession.
Described as "intellectually and
technically remarkable" (Legal 500),
he has appeared in some of the
leading cases in his fields, at every
level of court, including the first
probate case to reach the Supreme
Court, Marley v Rawlings. He is editor
of leading textbooks 'Theobald on
Wills' and 'Williams, Mortimer &
Sunnucks on Executors,
Administrators and Probate'. He has a
growing reputation in Court of
Protection work and handles
professional negligence claims in
related fields and the chancery
aspects of family proceedings. 

Gareth Ledsham is a partner in the
trust and estate disputes team.
Acting for both claimants and
defendants on a range of
contentious trust and probate
matters, Gareth's remit includes will
challenges, claims for financial
provision under the Inheritance
(Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975, claims
concerning domicile, breach of
trust and claims relating to
ownership of a deceased's property
(implied trusts and proprietary
estoppel). He has a particular
interest and experience in disputes
involving assets in civil law
jurisdictions. As an expert in mental
capacity law and contentious Court
of Protection matters Gareth acts
for deputies, attorneys and other
interested parties on the removal of
attorneys/deputies, disputed
lifetime gifts, statutory wills and
financial abuse claims amongst
others. 

Michael has significant experience
working on various Private Wealth
Disputes, specialising in cases which
have international and offshore
angles, and he regularly instructs
lawyers around the world.   Michael
has acted as an Independent
Administrator on contested Deceased
Estates and he is currently acting as
Receiver in a case where $300million
has been dissipated from an Offshore
Trust. His recent experience includes
proceedings in Panama, Cyprus, the
BVI, Switzerland, Mongolia and even
the UK. Many of Michael’s cases
involve complex litigation and claims
against third parties. Working closely
with brilliant lawyers is essential to the
success of a case.

Michael Leeds
Managing Director

Interpath
Advisory

Andreas Kistler is a partner in Carey
Olsen's trusts and private wealth and
litigation teams in Jersey. He
specialises in the court-related
aspects of the trusts and private
wealth team's practice and has acted
in numerous cases involving
allegations of breach of trust, fraud
and professional negligence, both for
plaintiffs and defendants. He also has
experience of mediation of such
disputes. He is also regularly involved
in applications by trustees for
administrative directions, applications
by trustees and beneficiaries for relief
on grounds of mistake, applications
for orders approving compromises of
disputes on behalf of minor, unborn
and unascertained beneficiaries and
applications for rectification of trust
instruments. In addition, he practises
all other aspects of Jersey
commercial litigation, including
disputes concerning investment funds
and Jersey companies, contractual
disputes and Jersey intellectual
property rights.

Andreas Kistler
Partner

Carey Olsen
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Mark specialises in resolving disputes
regarding trusts, estates, tax, gifts and
matters relating to mental capacity,
both on and off shore. He also works
with individuals, families and trustees
in relation to planning needs, drawing
on his experience as both a private
wealth adviser and litigation lawyer.
Mark is often approached to act as
litigation friend for protected parties
and as replacement trustee or
personal representative in removal
proceedings.

Mark Lindley
Partner

Boodle Hatfield

Charles Lloyd has been the head of
Macfarlanes private client disputes
group since 2001. Charles has
particular expertise in international
trusts and estate litigation for high-
net-worth individuals. He has a depth
of experience in advising trustees,
beneficiaries, protectors, executors,
administrators in contentious
situations arising out of disputes
involving these structures. In
particular, he advises on disputes
relating to the succession of valuable
family businesses held in complex
structures, involving trusts,
foundations, partnerships and other
corporate entities, as well as cross-
border estates. He has a depth of
experience in Shari’a law succession
disputes. He also works increasingly
at the point of intersection between
traditional private client litigation,
white collar criminal, regulatory
investigations and fraud.

Abel is a Partner of Mourant
Ozannes (Guernsey) LLP and the
Local Practice Leader of their
Guernsey Litigation team. His
practice covers all areas of private
client and commercial disputes,
with a focus on trusts, financial
services and investment funds. He
regularly appear before the Royal
Court of Guernsey and the
Guernsey Court of Appeal. He
advises trustees, settlors and
beneficiaries on all aspects of
contentious and semi-contentious
trust matters including breach of
trust claims, trust applications and
regulatory issues. He also has
extensive experience in insolvency
and restructuring, and act for
creditors, directors, shareholders
and insolvency practitioners on all
aspects of contentious insolvency
and asset recovery. 

Hannah is a Senior Associate who
specialises in a broad range of
disputes involving trusts and estates.
She is highly experienced in advising
on contentious private client matters,
such as claims under the Inheritance
(Provision for Family and Dependants)
Act 1975 and related questions of
domicile; will disputes including
validity, rectification and construction;
professional negligence claims;
inherited property disputes including
proprietary estoppel and claims under
TLATA 1996; disputes involving trust or
estate administration; and
applications to approve sales of
foreign property on behalf of minor
children. Hannah also advises on
contentious Court of Protection
matters, including statutory will and
lifetime gift applications, contested
deputyship applications and disputes
regarding the registration of Lasting
and Enduring Powers of Attorney
(LPA/EPA).

Hannah Mantle
Senior Associate

Forsters
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Bruce is a Partner at Mourant in the
Jersey Litigation and International
Trusts & Private Client practices.
Having practised for more than 25
years (initially in the City of London
and then in Jersey) he has gained
extensive experience of a wide range
of contentious areas, including
insolvency, banking, fraud and
professional negligence. Since
moving to Jersey in 2004, he has had
a particular focus on contentious
trusts and private client work. Bruce
regularly acts and appears as an
Advocate for institutional clients
(including trustees, banks, insolvency
practitioners and fund service
providers), as well as wealthy
individuals (such as beneficiaries and
private equity investors), and has
been involved in some of the largest
and most complex trust and private
client-related cases to have come
before the Jersey court. Alongside
dealing with hostile litigation, he
frequently advises trustees and
beneficiaries on the various issues
which can arise in the course of the
administration of private wealth
structures, in contentious and non-
contentious circumstances alike.

Bruce Lincoln
Partner, Global

Practice Leader

Mourant
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Jenny McKeown is a leading
contentious trusts specialist and is the
head of the employment, pensions
and private wealth practice group at
Stephenson Harwood. Jenny has
acted on a number of high profile
claims and trust disputes both onshore
and offshore. Her experience ranges
from advising on technical areas of
rectification and construction of trust
documentation to applications for
disclosure of information and seeking
to hold trustees to account. Jenny has
particular expertise in professional
negligence claims against trustee
advisors and representing trustees in
fraud proceedings. She acts for
trustees, beneficiaries, financial
services firms, financial institutions,
insurers and private individuals.

Jenny McKeown
Practice Group

Leader

Stephenson
Harwood

Jessica is a Partner in the firm's Private
department, specialising in complex
and high value disputes concerning
families, their private wealth and the
professionals connected to them. 
 She acts on a broad range of
matters relating to trusts, inheritance
and mental capacity. She acts for
private individuals, family businesses,
trustees (both individuals and trust
companies) and other fiduciaries,
such as executors, deputies, attorneys
and protectors. Jessica's work is often
multi-jurisdictional and she has
recently been involved in cases in
Jersey, Guernsey, Bermuda,
Switzerland and Monaco.

Sue is a finance litigation specialist.
She focuses on investment banking
disputes, involving highly complex
products and structures. Her
expertise extends to commercial
and private banking and trade
finance disputes. She is also
recognised for her expertise in
commercial dispute resolution
where her pragmatic approach
wins praise. Clients describe her as
knowing "the best deal and how to
achieve it". She advises a diverse
range of clients including insurance
brokers, asset managers, corporate
and pension trustees and insolvency
professionals. Sue also leads the
firm's sanctions group. She advises
on a range of contentious and non-
contentious issues arising in relation
to the various Iranian, Libyan, Syrian
and Russian sanctions regimes. Her
experience in this area extends to
acting for designated entities and
individuals in challenging their
designations before the EU Courts. 

Stella Mitchell-Voisin is CEO of
Summit Trust International SA in
Geneva and one of the founders of
the company. Stella began her
career with a major international
banking group as a graduate trainee
in 1991. She quickly moved in to the
private banking and trust area and
worked in Jersey before moving to
Geneva in 1996. She has a wide
range of experience of trust and
company management including fine
art, bloodstock, commercial and
residential property, private equity,
international portfolio management
and private trust companies. Stella is
a graduate of King’s College London,
LLB (Hons), an associate of the
Chartered Institute of Bankers, a
member of the IOD and a member of
STEP. She is a regular speaker at
international trust conferences and
acts as a tutor for Central Law
Training in respect of the STEP
diploma courses. Stella appears on
the Citywealth leaders list. Stella is a
UK citizen and speaks English and
French.

Stella Mitchell-
Voisin
CEO

Summit Trust
International

Jennifer Jordan McCall, chair of the
firm’s Estates, Trusts & Tax Planning
practice and co-leader of both the
Private Wealth and the Litigation –
Trusts, Estates and High Net Worth
teams, is a leading authority on U.S.
and international gift and estate
planning. Jenny is consistently
recognized by Chambers USA and
Chambers High Net Worth as a
leading lawyer nationally (2006 –
2017) and in Northern California
(2016 – 2017, 2019 – 2021). Jenny
crafts tax-savings business
succession and estate transfer plans
that preserve wealth and enhance
family relationships. Her clients
include internationally renowned
museums and corporations, charities,
foundations, high-net-worth families
and individuals, fiduciaries and
nonprofits. Jenny’s experience
includes complex trust and estate
administration and litigation; gift and
generation-skipping transfer taxes;
spousal rights of election and rights
of adopted children; endowments;
and tax aspects related to
disposition of corporate holdings
and financial transactions.

Jennifer McCall
Partner, Chair

Pillsbury Winthrop
Shaw Pittman
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Eleanor Morgan is the Managing
Partner and Local Practice Leader of
the Litigation department in Mourant's
BVI office. She has practised in the
BVI since 2011, before which, she
worked in London at Macfarlanes LLP.
She has extensive experience acting
on a wide range of international
litigation, contentious trust and
insolvency matters, with emphasis on
distressed funds work, and has been
involved in many of the largest
offshore disputes to come before the
BVI Court in recent history. Eleanor
has recently spoken at leading
international conferences, including
International Trust and Estates
conference in Barcelona and the
Serle Court International Trusts and
Commercial Litigation conference in
New York. In 2021, Eleanor won
'Woman of the Year - Future Leaders -
Partner, Director' Gold Award at the
Citywealth Powerwomen Awards
2021.

Eleanor Morgan
Managing Partner,

BVI

Mourant

Jo is a graduate of Law and French
from Cardiff University. She qualified
as a solicitor of England and Wales in
2008, working as a private client
solicitor in the UK before beginning
her trust career in Geneva in 2011. Jo
has a wide range of experience in
trust and company management,
within which a wide range of real
assets are managed, including fine
art, vintage cars, shipping fleets,
yachts, private equity and commercial
and residential property. Jo manages
an administration team providing
bespoke private client trusteeship to
ultra high value, complex international
trust structures. In May 2018, Jo won
Trustee of the Year at the Citywealth
Magic Circle Awards held in London.

Mathew leads Ogier's Dispute
Resolution team in Guernsey, and is
also global head of the firm's multi-
disciplinary Restructuring and
Corporate Recovery practice. His
practice encompasses commercial
and financial dispute resolution,
with a special focus on contentious
insolvency and restructuring and
regulatory matters, schemes of
arrangement, shareholder disputes
and matters involving investment
schemes. Mathew also has
considerable experience in relation
to more general commercial
disputes involving financial services
businesses, Guernsey trusts and
large scale construction claims.

Jonathan O’Mahony is Counsel in the
Litigation and Restructuring
department of Conyers Dill &
Pearman. Having practised at the
English Bar since 2000 Jonathan
joined Conyers in 2018 from 3 Stone
Buildings where he had a general
commercial chancery practice. Since
joining Conyers, Jonathan has been
involved in international trust disputes
as well as insolvency, restructuring
and general commercial litigation. In
addition to appearing in court
Jonathan has experience of other
forms of dispute settlement including
arbitration involving multiple
jurisdictions and mediation.

Jonathan
O'Mahoney
Counsel

Conyers
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Andrea Moja is an Italian lawyer,
with over 25 years’ experience in
trust and corporate law, successions
and wealth planning, tax,
international cross-border
transactions and major international
commercial disputes. He has
appeared before several - both
institutional and ad hoc -
international commercial arbitral
tribunals (either as counsel or as
arbitrator) based in Paris, London,
Brussels, Zurich and Stockholm,
dealing with disputes covering a
wide variety of jurisdictions and
sectors. He is constantly engaged in
complex, high-profile international
transactions. Andrea advises wealthy
families, family offices, trustees and
private banks on a range of trusts
and wealth planning structuring
matters. He advises high-net worth
individuals in the transfer of
residency to Italy under the recent
new flat tax regime applicable to
new Italian residents. He has
accrued experience also with clients
from Sharia jurisdictions such as
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

Andrea Moja
Founding Partner

SLCLEX
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Head of Chiomenti Tax practice and
co-head of Advisory department,
Raul-Angelo advises on all areas of
tax law, with particular emphasis on
international tax law. He has a special
expertise in the taxation of trusts and
tax planning structures, and in estate
planning, advising corporate and
private clients alike. Clients include
investment banks, private banks,
corporates as well as high net worth
individuals, families and family offices.
He is author of many publications on
international tax and estate planning
matters and is frequent speaker at the
most prestigious domestic and
international congresses. Raul-Angelo
is ranked as a leading expert in the
foremost international legal guides
such as Chambers, Legal 500 and
Who’s Who Legal.

Raul-Angelo
Papotti
Head of Tax

Chiomenti

Bhavesh is an experienced litigator
specialising in commercial litigation,
shareholder and company disputes,
cross-border insolvency, and
contentious trusts and private client
matters. Following his degree at St.
Catherine’s College, Oxford, Bhavesh
trained and qualified into the
disputes department of Herbert Smith
Freehills. During that time he was
seconded to RBS and UBS where he
worked on the RBS Rights Issue
Litigation and LIBOR fixing claims.
Since moving offshore, Bhavesh has
been admitted to appear in both the
Cayman Islands and the BVI. Bhavesh
has advised international clients on a
variety of high profile matters,
including the Abraaj Group’s
liquidation, the restructuring of Luckin
Coffee, and currently acts as
Cayman counsel to Iriving Picard as
Madoff Trustee.

Tamasin advises high-net worth
individuals, trustees and fiduciaries
on complex international trust
disputes including sham, breach of
trust claims, mistake and claims
involving protectors. She also
advises trustees on administration
actions such as applications for
directions. She advises on multi-
jurisdictional injunctions and claims
for the recovery of assets arising
out of such disputes. Her practice
also includes domestic and
international succession disputes
including challenges based on
capacity, fraud, undue influence or
forgery, proprietary estoppel
disputes and claims under the
Inheritance (Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975. Tamasin
routinely advises on professional
negligence claims arising out of
trust and succession disputes and
tax advice. She also acts on many
contentious matters for charities
and in complex contentious Court
of Protection matters. She is also a
CEDR accredited mediator.

Elliott qualified as a barrister in
England and Gibraltar in 2002 and
2003 respectively. Elliott is an
internationally recognised barrister
and specialises in contentious trusts,
estates and private wealth disputes.
His practice also includes commercial
litigation, civil fraud, asset tracing,
insolvency and shareholder disputes.
Elliott is the founding partner of
Signature Litigation's practice on the
Rock complementing his practice in
London and Paris. Primarily based in
Gibraltar, Elliott is regularly instructed
by leading international firms in which
Gibraltar proceedings are issued or
where there is a strong Gibraltar
connection to onshore/midshore
litigation. Elliott has considerable
experience in the area of contentious
trusts and appears regularly before
the Chancery Jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court of Gibraltar and the
Court of Appeal on matters relating
to the administration of trusts. Elliott's
cases involve removal of trustees,
protectors and executors, challenging
trustees; decisions, breach of trust,
advising trustees and beneficiaries on
interim remedies and freezing orders,
in both domestic and in support of
foreign proceedings.

Elliott Phillips
Partner

Signature
Litigation

Alison is a partner and head of the
Guernsey Dispute Resolution team.
She is recognised in Legal 500's "Hall
of Fame", and by Chambers &
Partners. Alison has considerable
experience in relation to trust,
banking, insolvency and insurance
litigation, as well as general
corporate disputes. She appears
regularly in front of the Royal Court
and Court of Appeal. Alison is a
regular speaker at conferences in
Guernsey, the UK and internationally,
particularly in relation to trust
litigation corporate governance and
AML issues

Alison Ozanne
Partner

Walkers
(Guernsey)
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James specialises in handling
complex, high-value and often high-
profile litigation relating to private
wealth matters, trust and succession
in England and other leading trusts
jurisdictions. He also has considerable
expertise in handling other
contentious issues, especially in cases
involving fraud and asset tracing
(particularly where trusts are involved)
as well as advising on trust issues
arising out of divorce. James’s team
won the UK Contentious Trusts &
Estates Team of the Year award at
both the 2021 and 2020 Chambers
High Net Worth Awards.

James Price
Partner, Head of

Trust and Probate

Litigation

Stewarts

Shams is a partner in the Property &
Trusts litigation department. He joined
Edwin Coe in September 2014. Shams
is recognised for his expertise in
litigation tactics and strategy, his pro-
active approach and using excellent
communication skills to resolve tricky
cases. He is particularly valued for his
nerve in difficult negotiations and for
understanding the commercial and
business needs and objectives of his
clients. Shams is an accomplished
team leader and has successfully led
major cases through to mediation, trial
and appeal. He is experienced in using
alternative dispute resolution methods
such as mediation where appropriate
to achieve the best results for his
clients. Shams has expertise in all
aspects of property litigation, including
both commercial and residential and
landlord and tenant. He is also a
specialist in trusts litigation and dispute
resolution, working as the trusted
advisor to both private clients and trust
companies on complex matters. Given
his international background (he is
dual qualified in Pakistan and member
of the UK Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce), Shams is well placed in
acting for commercial and high-net-
worth private clients worldwide.

California attorney Scott Rahn
resolves contests,  disputes and
litigation related to trusts, estates
and  conservatorships, creating a
welcome peace of mind for clients.
He represents heirs, beneficiaries,
trustees and executors. He utilizes
his experience to develop and
implement strategies that swiftly
and cost-effectively address the
financial issues, fiduciary duties and
emotional complexities underlying
trust contests, estates conflicts and
probate litigation. Driven by a
commitment to provide relief to
people grieving the loss of a loved
one, Scott collaborates closely with
clients. He pursues and defends
claims involving incapacity,
incompetence, undue influence,
breach of fiduciary duty, and other
similar areas of dispute. His advice
and counsel includes prevention
and remediation of financial elder
abuse.

Fozeia acts for both international
and local clients in a wide range of
complex disputes including
corporate, banking, insurance,
employment/immigration, insolvency
and high-value trust litigation cases.
She routinely advises and gives
presentations on topical issues for
the banking, insurance, trust and
private client sectors in Bermuda.
She also has a successful mediation
practice and is the leader of the
Bermuda Business Development
Agency Trust & Private Client Group
Executive. Fozeia was in private
practice in London (UK) from 2000 to
2004 at Lovells and at Elborne
Mitchell. Prior to joining MJM in 2009,
she was an associate at Appleby
from 2005 to 2009.

Fozeia Rana-Fahy
Partner

MJM Limited
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Anthony is a Partner in the Dispute
Resolution Department of Baker
McKenzie’s London office and chairs
the firm’s market leading Trust
Disputes Group. Chambers UK and
Citiwealth rank him among the
leading lawyers for private wealth,
contentious trusts and fraud cases.
Anthony regularly contributes articles
to legal journals in the trusts industry,
and frequently speaks at
conferences and seminars in Europe
and throughout the world. Anthony is
a member of the Association of
Contentious Trust and Probate
Specialists and serves on its
governing council.

Anthony Poulton
Partner

Baker McKenzie

https://rmolawyers.com/how-to-contest-a-trust-in-california/
https://rmolawyers.com/what-does-probate-litigation-attorney-do/
https://rmolawyers.com/what-does-probate-litigation-attorney-do/
https://rmolawyers.com/los-angeles-guide-conservatorship/
https://rmolawyers.com/los-angeles-guide-conservatorship/
https://rmolawyers.com/how-much-does-a-probate-lawyer-cost/
https://rmolawyers.com/what-does-probate-litigation-attorney-do/
https://rmolawyers.com/undue-influence-examples-elements-california/
https://rmolawyers.com/elder-financial-abuse-attorney/
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Robin Rathmell is a renowned
international litigator representing
high-net-worth individuals and
institutions in litigation involving
allegations of fraud, money laundering
and other forms of misconduct. Dual-
qualified as an English barrister and
U.S. lawyer, Rob formulates offensive
and defensive global litigation
strategies for international clients,
including in relation to civil and
criminal asset forfeiture, trusts,
commercial and insolvency litigation,
INTERPOL, and international sanctions
regimes. He also has extensive
experience handling parallel
reputation management and crisis
communications issues arising from
these engagements. Rob is ranked as
a leading lawyer in Chambers, The
Legal 500, Spear’s 500, Legal Week’s
Private Client Global Elite, Who’s Who
Legal, and Citywealth.

Robin Rathmell
Partner

Kasowitz Benson
Torres

Alison Regan leads the contentious
trust and succession team advising a
range of clients (private individuals,
charities, trustees, administrators
and beneficiaries) on the complete
range of succession, probate and
trust disputes. She routinely acts in
trust and succession/inheritance
disputes as well as claims for the
removal of fiduciaries, rectification
and variation issues, administration
disputes and professional
negligence issues in relation to trusts
and estates. As part of a larger
team, Alison also acts in an advisory
and risk management capacity in
advising on asset protection or
succession planning, particularly in a
multi-generational family business
context or in the context of divorce
proceedings. With experience in
mediation as well as litigation, Alison
is known to try and resolve disputes
as quickly and cost efficiently
wherever possible, but is also a
tenacious litigator where she needs
to be. Alison qualified in 2002 and
became a partner in 2010.

Rachael is Global Senior Partner at
Ogier, based in the Cayman Islands
and a member of the Dispute
Resolution team. She heads Ogier's
Trusts Disputes Team and is a
member of Ogier's multi-disciplinary
Trusts Advisory Group. She also
specialises in contentious
restructuring and insolvency, fraud
and international asset tracing
claims. Rachael was named
Offshore Litigator of the Year at
the Citywealth IFC Awards 2020
and Advisor of the Year in the
Wealthbriefing European Awards
2020. Rachael was appointed KC
in August 2021.

Stephen is a partner in the trust,
estate and inheritance disputes team.
He advises a range of clients (private
individuals, beneficiaries, trustees,
executors, deputies, attorneys and
charities) in relation to trust,
succession/inheritance and Court of
Protection disputes, often involving
international and crossborder issues.
He regularly advises on challenges to
the validity of wills, issues of
construction and rectification of wills
and deeds, constructive trust and
proprietary estoppel claims, claims
under the Inheritance (Provision for
Family and Dependants) Act 1975,
and professional negligence claims
involving estate planning, trust and
succession issues. He has particular
expertise in proceedings before the
Court of Protection, where he
frequently acts for both applicants
and respondents in applications for
statutory wills, lifetime gifts, contested
registrations of powers of attorney,
deputyships and health and welfare
decisions. Stephen regularly advises
in relation to investigations by the
Office of the Public Guardian.
Stephen has spent time at the
Official Solicitor’s Department on
secondment.

Stephen Richards
Partner

Withersworldwide

Helen has an international client base–
she acts for clients from offshore trust
jurisdictions, Europe, the Middle East,
the Far East and the US. She advises
clients on estate planning, asset
protection, tax planning, changes in
UK tax legislation, regulatory
developments, governance issues,
vehicles for wealth and business, and
succession, often across several
jurisdictions. She acts for individuals,
families, trustees and beneficiaries.
For example she advises international
families with wealth in trusts and
business structures on how to deal
with changing family circumstances,
generational transition and
governance requirements. She has
also acted as trustee of various UK
private trusts and advised on landed
estates, heritage property and
business assets. Helen has experience
of advising on the Common Reporting
Standard, Persons of Significant
Control, the UK trust register,
beneficial property ownership, and
the Requirement to Correct. She
balances structuring and planning
advice with more contentious work
and works closely with advisers in
other jurisdictions.

Helen Ratcliffe
Partner

BDB Pitmans
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Ziva Robertson, a solicitor-advocate,
advises clients on dispute resolution
issues, including complex trust disputes,
contested estates and commercial
disputes containing fiduciary elements.
She counsels individuals and
companies on the conduct and the
avoidance of disputes and has
extensive experience in cross-
jurisdictional and international litigation.
On the dispute-avoidance side, Ziva
brings her wealth of experience in
litigation to advise on structuring trusts
and other arrangements to minimize
the risk of future disputes. She reviews
matters to determine whether the
structure will meet the beneficiaries’
evolving needs, to ensure the choice of
jurisdiction best suits the individual
circumstances of the case and that the
structure includes as many litigation
deterrents as possible. When disputes
arise, Ziva will advise on and conduct
mediation as well as other forms of
alternative dispute resolution. In cases
when litigation has been threatened or
commenced, Ziva has successfully
pursued and defended cases in the UK
and abroad, including the Cayman
Islands, the British Virgin Islands, the
Bahamas, the Channel Islands and the
Middle East.

Ziva Robertson
Partner

McDermott Will &
Emery

Mark Rowlands represents clients in
complex commercial dispute
resolution, usually with an
international or cross-border
element. His practice focuses on
contentious trusts, equitable
remedies, restitution, international
judgment enforcement, and
corporate and personal insolvency.
He advises clients on matters that
involve both onshore and offshore
jurisdictions, including arbitration
awards, asset recovery and debtor-
creditor disputes. Mark has worked
on some of the most significant
cases in the BVI that have
established important precedent in
relation to international judgment
enforcement and the remedial
powers of the BVI courts. Before
joining Kobre & Kim, Mark practiced
at another leading BVI law firm,
where he handled a wide range of
litigation including contentious trusts,
arbitration, restructuring, complex
fraud and asset recovery. 

In his widely respected practice,
Joshua Rubenstein, national chair of
the firm’s Private Wealth practice,
brings a variety of important
services under one roof for high-
net-worth individuals. He offers
integrated planning, administration
and litigation counseling for
individuals, their estates and their
businesses, all of it designed to
preserve wealth over generations.
His advice stretches as far as his
clients’ financial interests – locally,
nationally and globally

Matt is a private wealth lawyer
whose practice covers a wide range
of work for high net worth private
clients. He has particular expertise in
the areas of trusts, foundations,
succession and tax planning for
internationally-mobile individuals and
families and their structures. Matt has
a reputation as a leading advisor for
the Next Generation / NextGen of
wealth holders, with experience in
helping clients incorporating pro-
ethical objectives and governance in
wealth structures. Matt’s work
includes advising non-UK domiciled
individuals on UK taxes as well as
creating succession-focussed
structures for international clients.
Matt assists clients with HMRC tax
enquiries and processes, and
provides advice to UK and non-UK
trustees and other trust parties on all
areas of trust law and administration.
He also advises on corporate and
indirect taxes as they affect private
wealth structures, and on compliance
matters relevant to private clients
and private wealth service providers. 

Matthew Shayle
Partner

Wiggin Osborne
Fullerlove
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Giles took silk in 2022. He
specialises in trusts, probate,
company and fiduciary obligations
litigation, both in London and
offshore, as well as associated
professional negligence and fraud
work. He also acts in high value
financial remedy actions in the
Family Division. Giles is ranked in
Band 1 in Chambers and Partners
for all of Traditional Chancery,
Commercial Chancery, Offshore,
Trusts and Family/Matrimonial:
Trusts/Tax Experts being described
as “Personable and supremely
intelligent, he has a great way with
clients”; "Giles' advice is very
helpful, very user-friendly, and very
commercial. It has rigorous analysis
behind it. He's really bright and a
real team player”; Calm, measured
and assured as an advocate, he
adopts a clinical approach that is
devastatingly effective”. He is also
recommended in Legal 500 for
Private Client: Trusts and Probate,
Company law and Offshore work.

Giles Richardson
KC
Barrister

Serle Court



__________________________________________________________________________________

Elspeth Talbot-
Rice KC
Barrister 

XXIV Old
Buildings

Caroline Tayler
Partner
Taylor Wessing

__________________________________________________________________________________

Conference Attendees

28

Natasha is a partner in Withers;' trust,
estate and inheritance disputes team.
She advises on a wide range of trust
and succession disputes both onshore
and offshore, including
trustee/beneficiary disputes, contested
probate and 1975 Act claims, and
professional negligence in the context
of estate planning and trust
administration. She also advises on
Court of Protection matters, including
statutory wills, lifetime gifts, contested
registrations and Powers of Attorney.
Natasha Stourton "is clearly heading for
great things; she has a real presence
and is very well liked," says one source,
while another notes: "She’s very bright
and able - a future star", by Chambers
HNW 2020. She is also recommended
as a ‘Rising Star’ by Legal 500 2020.
She is described as ‘an outstanding
lawyer’, ‘unflappable and has good
technical knowledge’.

Natasha Stourton
Partner

Withersworldwide

Elspeth Talbot Rice KC has a broad
commercial Chancery practice and
an extremely loyal client base.
Clients comment especially on her
meticulous eye for detail, particularly
well-used in cross examination, her
clear and robust advocacy in Court
and her practical approachable
style outside court. She is highly
sought after for her incisive legal
analysis, the depth of her
experience, her ability to present
complicated law and facts in a
simple and clear way, the energy
and zest she brings to the cases with
which she deals, her strong court
presence and her superb advocacy.

Caroline is a partner in the Private
Client team of Taylor Wessing and
specialises in resolving trust and
succession disputes both onshore
and offshore. She advises on all
manner of contentious issues
relating to the formation and
administration of trusts, contested
probate, professional negligence in
respect of tax and trust planning
and claims under the Inheritance
(Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975. She also has
significant experience advising
trustees and beneficiaries in
relation to complex trust
applications involving variations,
agreed compromises or blessings of
the exercise of trustee powers.
Recent cases have included
proceedings in England, The
Bahamas, Bermuda, BVI, France
and Jersey.

Joanne is a Partner in Bedell Cristin's
Singapore office where she advises
on all aspects of commercial litigation
with an emphasis on complex cross
border financial/fraud matters,
contentious and non-contentious
trusts and estates, and offshore
corporate law, insolvency and
restructuring. Joanne has substantial
offshore experience working for top
tier offshore firms in the Cayman
Islands and Hong Kong where she
regularly appeared as an advocate in
the Cayman Islands' Courts as well as
providing expert evidence in
proceedings in numerous jurisdictions.
Joanne has particular expertise in co-
ordinating proceedings across
multiple jurisdictions and she has an
outstanding reputation for optimising
cost-effective outcomes in cross-
border cases through the
development and implementation of
carefully curated strategies.

Joanne Verbiesen
Partner

Bedell Cristin

Jason M. Short represents high net
worth individuals with global
business interests in matters related
to cross-border government
investigations, regulatory
enforcement actions and related
civil litigation spanning the Americas,
Asia, Europe and major offshore
financial centers. He focuses on
matters involving asset forfeiture and
confiscation proceedings, where he
regularly performs asset stress tests,
clean funds analyses and asset
tracing and recovery initiatives, often
with hundreds of millions of U.S.
dollars at stake. Additionally, Jason
has experience representing clients
that may be subject to primary or
secondary sanctions imposed by U.S.
regulatory agencies, including the
Department of Treasury’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control, as well as
other non-U.S. agencies responsible
for economic and trade sanctions.
Jason regularly advises on the legal
and financial impact such sanctions
designations may have on both
business and personal interests,
including intrafamily wealth
succession and corporate continuity.

Jason Short
Partner

Kasowitz Benson
Torres
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Kinga M. Weiss is a partner and co-
chair of the Private Clients team of
Walder Wyss. Her areas of expertise
are centered in matters of inheritance
law and family law primarily relating to
estate planning and execution of wills.
Cross-border cases account for the
bulk of her field of action. Besides, she
also assists clients in divorces,
relocation, asset structuring, real
estate, trust and endowment matters
as well as personal tax affairs. She
advises in contentious and non-
contentious cases. She regularly holds
speeches and publishes articles in and
outside of Switzerland. Kinga is
chairing the conference «Schulthess
Forum Erbrecht».

Kinga Weiss
Partner

Walder Wyss

Steven White is a partner at Walkers.
He has spent nearly 10 years at the
Chancery Commercial Bar, followed
by 9 years in Bermuda, firstly at
Appleby and more recently at
Walkers, specialising in trusts and
estate litigation, insolvency and
restructuring, as well as general
commercial litigation. His practice is
highly international, involving a
number of cross-border matters,
particularly with regard to the US
and Asia. Recent trust cases have
included the disputed removal of a
protector, indemnity issues, trustee
removal, blessing applications and
trustee directions, s.47 trust
restructuring, and beneficiary
requests for trust information, as well
as acting for a defendant in a 5
month trial in 2021 in proceedings to
set aside a number of purpose trusts.
Steven is ranked in Chambers
Global and the Legal 500 for
dispute resolution and in Who's Who
Legal for asset recovery. He is a
fellow of both CIArb and INSOL and
sits as deputy chair of the Bermuda
Human Rights Tribunal.

Anthony is Head of Dispute
Resolution in Guernsey. Anthony is
an experienced trial and appellate
advocate. He has significant
experience in many areas of
corporate litigation and dispute
resolution. Anthony has a particular
expertise in high value and complex
commercial litigation, with
particular focus on investment fund
disputes, regulatory enforcement,
contentious insolvency matters,
asset-tracing and recovery work,
and trust litigation. Anthony
qualified as an Advocate of the
Royal Court of Guernsey in 2012.
Anthony is also admitted to the roll
of solicitors of England and Wales
(non-practising) and as a solicitor
of the Supreme Court of
Queensland and High Court of
Australia. He is a member of R3,
INSOL International, the Insolvency
Practitioners Association, and the
Association of Restructuring and
Insolvency Experts.

Nick is a partner in Ogier's Jersey
Dispute Resolution team specialising
in contentious restructuring,
contentious trusts matters and cross-
border commercial litigation. He
leads the Jersey Dispute Resolution
team and co-chairs the firm's global
Regulatory Group.

Nick Williams
Partner

Ogier
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Shân Warnock-Smith KC is both an
adviser and a litigator in the whole
range of trust and succession
matters. She is ranked among the
leading Silks in her field and has
appeared in a number of the most
important private client cases of
recent years. Shân has an
international practice, taking her
around the globe to advise and to
litigate from her bases in London and
Cayman. She specialises in wealth
structuring for international families,
with and without the involvement of
the court. Shân is also a specialist
mediator of trust and succession
disputes.

Shân Warnock-
Smith KC
Barrister

ICT Chambers/ 5
Stone Buildings
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Richard Wilson KC has a practice
encompassing litigation, drafting and
advisory work across a wide range of
traditional and commercial chancery,
with a strong emphasis on trusts and
probate (both contentious and non-
contentious), related company and
partnership law, claims under the
Inheritance (Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975, tax, professional
negligence and civil fraud. His work
frequently involves offshore matters
and issues of private international law.
He has appeared in the Privy Council,
the Supreme Court and Court of
Appeal of Gibraltar, the Supreme
Court and Court of Appeal of
Bermuda, the Supreme Court of The
Bahamas, the Grand Court of the
Cayman Islands and the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme Court and Court
of Appeal. He has also given expert
evidence of English Law in the Royal
Courts of Jersey and Guernsey. He
frequently acts in cases in all of the
principal offshore jurisdictions including
those mentioned above and in an
increasing number of cases in Hong
Kong.

Richard Wilson KC
Barrister

Serle Court

Nick Wood is an Insolvency
Practitioner with over 25 years'
experience in tracing and recovering
hidden assets from a number of
jurisdictions including, Caribbean,
Far East and EMEA countries, the
offshore financial centres,
Russia/CIS region and the USA,
using civil and insolvency
procedures. He works with
corporates, financial institutions,
victims of fraud and the public
sector. His team has recovered over
£250 million of hidden assets over
the last three years. They frequently
share the risk and reward of recovery
with our clients. Internationally he
has been appointed as Receiver by
the Courts of Antigua, Bermuda, BVI,
Nevis, Jersey, Caymans and
Delaware. Nick is listed as one of
Who’s Who Legal’s Most Highly
Regarded Individuals in their Asset
Recovery Expert Guide 2016 for my
“vast reservoir of expertise”. 

Tina Wüstemann heads Bär &
Karrer's private client team. She has
over 20 years of experience in
private client matters and is
regarded as a leading practitioner
in this field. She serves as board
member in several charitable
organizations, as member of the
advisory board of the Department
of Economics, University of Zurich
and as board member of the ETH
Zurich Foundation. Tina is a fellow
of the American College of Trust
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC), a
member of STEP and the
International Academy of Estate
and Trust Law (TIAETL). In Chambers
and Partners HNW 2021, Tina
Wüstemann is listed in Tier 1 for
Private Wealth Law in Switzerland.
She has been awarded by Who's
Who Legal as Private Client Lawyer
of the Year 2021 (global) and
Lawyer of the Year 2019
(Switzerland), and she is listed as
Thought Leader in Global Elite 2021
(Private Client), Global Leader 2021
and National Leader Switzerland
2021 (Private Client). 

Andrea is head of the private client &
tax department and a member of the
contentious trust & estates team.
She specialises in advising individuals,
trustees and trust companies in
complex, high value disputes both
domestically and internationally.
Andrea is aware that family
relationships are often at stake and
approaches the resolution of disputes
with that in mind. She is highly
regarded for her ability to engage
with clients and other professionals in
a sympathetic and constructive
manner. She is able to absorb the
emotive issues whilst focussing on the
end game when acting for family
members or trustees. She works
closely with wealthy families on
generational succession planning
including wills, trusts, wealth
protection structures and pre and
post nuptial agreements.

Andrea Zavos
Partner, Head of

Private Client & Tax

Boodle Hatfield

“Gemma is a partner and solicitor
advocate in Baker McKenzie's
Dispute Resolution team based in
London. She specialises in complex
international trust and wealth
management related litigation, in
which she acts for trustees,
executors, protectors, beneficiaries
and interested third parties. She is
very familiar with all the major
offshore jurisdictions, and is
described by Legal 500 as: "highly
impressive and extremely adept at
steering trustees through rocky
waters in the most complex of
cases" and "incredibly bright and she
has a wonderful way with clients”.

Gemma
Willingham
Partner

Baker McKenzie



__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Conference Attendees

Sébastien Zulian joined LALIVE in
2017. His practice focuses mainly on
domestic and cross border litigation
and advice in commercial law and
private client matters, with a focus
on inheritance and family business
matters. Prior to joining LALIVE,
Sébastien Zulian worked with Lenz &
Staehelin’s Corporate and M&A
department. He previously also was
a research assistant focusing on
inheritance law and patrimonial
family law at the University of
Geneva. Sébastien Zulian is a
member of the Geneva Bar
Association and served as board
member of the Geneva Young Bar
Association as well as representative
of the latter in the Geneva Bar
Association’s Commissions on
Alternative Dispute Resolution and
on Innovation and Bar
Modernization. He is a member of
several other professional
associations.

Sébastien Zulian
Associate

LALIVE
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The history of La Mamounia goes back to the 18th

century when the Alaouite Sultan Mohammed Ben

Abdallah offers a sumptuous orchard of 13 hectares to

his son as a wedding gift. The son later transforms the

orchard into a leisure venue for outstanding garden

parties. 

Two centuries later, the Moroccan Railway Company

decides to build a hotel on the site, which possesses an

exceptional flora. The French architects Henri Prost and

Antoine Marchisio design a structure that combines the

ancestral codes of Moroccan architecture with the Art-

deco style. La Mamounia is born from the union

between the comfort of the West and the splendour of

the East. A unique building where traditional Zellij tiles

and Berber tapestries mingle with Art-deco furniture.

Winston Churchill used to take up residence in winter to

revitalise himself. Once he arrived at La Mamounia, he

traded his suit and his figure as a statesman for that of

an artist, without surrendering his customary cigar. He

went from one balcony to another in pursuit of the sun,

to reproduce that distinctive light in his watercolour

paintings. In a letter to his wife, Churchill wrote “It is a

marvellous place, one of the best hotels I have ever

visited”. His love of the Palace has entitled him to lend

his name to the hotel bar that he used to visit.

The reputation and celebrity of Marrakesh and La

Mamounia appealed to leading figures from the cinema

industry who travelled here to film classic movies such

as The Man Who Knew Too Much by Alfred Hitchcock.

Several scenes were shot at the hotel, and Hitchcock’s

venue hastened the arrival of stars from around the

globe.

Since the 1950s, personalities from French cinema and

the Hollywood elite have all visited La Mamounia –

Charlie Chaplin, Marcello Mastroianni, Claude Lelouch,

Francis Ford Coppola and many other famous names

from the filmmaking industry have visited for a peaceful

retreat. Politicians are also frequent visitors of the

Palace. Franklin Roosevelt stayed here on Churchill’s

recommendations, while the General Charles de Gaulle

was seduced by La Mamounia for a one-night stay

during which the director ordered a custom-made bed

to accommodate his height.

When Pierre Bergé and Yves Saint-Laurent moved to

Marrakesh in 1966, they chose to settle at La Mamounia

before acquiring their secondary residence. The most

iconic rock bands of the time stayed at La Mamounia.

The Rolling Stones took their vacation here in 1968, while

Paul McCartney composed the song Mamunia in 1973. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

La Mamounia
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Our Partners 
Butterfield is the leading, independent offshore bank and trust company headquartered in Hamilton, Bermuda. We provide services to clients
from Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, Guernsey and Jersey, where our principal banking operations are located, and The Bahamas, Switzerland,
Singapore and the United Kingdom, where we offer specialised trust services, private banking, asset management and custody. When it comes
to trust, Butterfield offers a flexible approach to holding a wide variety of assets, and prides itself on providing solutions to meet the varied
requirements of private and institutional clients, family offices, charities and philanthropic organisations. Our award-winning team specialises in
wealth planning and trust administration, and dealing with complex structures for the growth, protection and transfer of assets. Butterfield is
publicly traded on the New York Stock Exchange (symbol: NTB) and the Bermuda Stock Exchange (symbol: NTB.BH).

Carey Olsen has one of the largest offshore trusts and private wealth legal practices covering Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands (BVI), the
Cayman Islands, Guernsey and Jersey. Our offices in Hong Kong and Singapore, with growing private wealth practices, also ensure we are able
to advise clients on both contentious and non-contentious trusts and private wealth matters in the Asian time zone. We have the scale and
experience to assist and advise on the most demanding and complex matters as well as the day-to-day instructions. We represent professional
trustees, private individuals, families, banks, financial institutions and charities from all over the world. We have won many awards for our trusts
and private wealth practice and have a number of lawyers from across our jurisdictions ranked as leading individuals in the leading legal
directories. For more information on our services, please visit careyolsen.com.

Conyers’ Private Client and Trust team, one of the largest in the Caribbean region, has a long-established reputation for providing intelligent,
dependable advice to some of the world’s wealthiest private clients. The Conyers Private Client and Trust team is complemented by a team of
experienced trust litigators with a worldwide reputation. The trust litigation team is at the forefront of both contentious and non-contentious
trust litigation in Bermuda. They regularly act for act for trustees, beneficiaries, settlors and third parties.  Conyers is a leading international law
firm with a broad client base including FTSE 100 and Fortune 500 companies, international finance houses and asset managers. The firm advises
on Bermuda, British Virgin Islands and Cayman Islands laws, from offices in those jurisdictions and in the key financial centres of Hong Kong,
London and Singapore.

Grant Thornton has over 700 offices in 140 countries with 50,000 plus people and for the year ended 2020 had revenue of US$5.76billion.
Grant Thornton has the largest dedicated contentious insolvency team in the field which is focused on asset recovery, and which has pioneered
the use of insolvency powers, along with other civil legislation, as a tool to trace and recover assets on an international basis, having recovered
circa US$3billion of hidden and misappropriated assets over the last 8 years for creditors worldwide. The Contentious estates and family
disputes team sits within Grant Thorntons Insolvency and asset recovery practice. Hannah Davie leads the Contentious Estates and Family
disputes team and works with her team to advise people who have suffered financial loss, or have a claim against another party, such as
following a divorce, along with beneficiaries, trustees and representatives in family, trust and probate disputes, along with using the Insolvency
Act along with other civil legislation to safeguard and recover assets in a variety of different situations and jurisdictions.
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Katten is a full-service law firm with approximately 700 attorneys in locations across the United States and in London and Shanghai. Clients
seeking sophisticated, high-value legal services turn to Katten for counsel locally, nationally and internationally. The firm’s core areas of practice
include corporate, financial markets and funds, insolvency and restructuring, intellectual property, litigation, real estate, structured finance and
securitization, transactional tax planning, private credit and private wealth. Katten represents public and private companies in numerous
industries, as well as a number of government and nonprofit organizations and individuals. For more information, visit katten.com.

Interpath Advisory is a conflict-free and independent Insolvency, Forensics and Valuations advisory practice with offices across the UK, Ireland,
the BVI and Cayman Islands. Kristina Kicks and Michael Leeds lead our Contentious Insolvency and Asset Recovery practice and with their Private
Wealth Disputes team, bring significant experience and expertise to the full range of contentious situations. Working alongside external lawyers,
barristers and other advisors they bring a senior-led and innovative approach to each matter. Our current portfolio includes (1) acting as Receivers
to trace $400million dissipated from a Trust, (2) enforcing matrimonial settlement awards worth £15million+ and (3) securing the key asset in a
family trust, acting as Liquidators of a holding company with significant assets to maximise asset recoveries.

Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP is a leading law firm with a core focus on commercial litigation, complemented by our exceptionally strong white
collar defense practice. Kasowitz is known for its creative, aggressive litigators and willingness to take on tough cases. The firm has extensive
trial experience and is always trial-ready, representing both plaintiffs and defendants in every area of litigation. Headquartered in New York
City, the firm also has offices in Atlanta, Denver, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, Newark, San Francisco, Silicon Valley and Washington, DC. For
more information, please visit www.kasowitz.com.

Hereford Litigation is a privately owned, London-based third party funder and legal assets investor. We provide discretion, experience and
independence of thought. We bring considerable experience across law, third party funding and special situations investing, combined with
permanent capital. We consider speed of response and clarity of communication as foundations of our business. As much as we bring a funding
solution to each case, we also aim to be part of the team and provide our experience wherever it is required. However, we do not interfere in the
day-to-day work of the client’s legal team.
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Summit Trust International is an independent trust services group, founded in 1999 as Close Trustees (Switzerland) SA and headquartered in
Geneva. Summit Trust International also has offices in London and the Cayman Islands. The group philosophy is to provide robust, un-conflicted
trust and company management on a multi-jurisdictional basis. Summit Trust International brings a combination of financial and management
stability which enables it to provide continuity in personal relationships and the orderly passing of family wealth for high net worth individuals who
require offshore trust and company management services. Summit Trust is characterized by specialization, professionalism and integrity. Because
Summit Trust is committed to an independent trust administration policy, it is free to work with your existing financial advisers, lawyers, bankers
and asset managers, or introduce you to suitable advisers if you do not yet have your preferred team. The bottom line? Expect to find familiar
faces at Summit Trust International but not familiar solutions. Our people are under no pressure to sell you any particular product, just to provide
you with the right service for your needs. We are not expecting to be the biggest offshore services provider, but we are striving to be the best.

Serle Court offers genuine expertise across a broad range of chancery and commercial disciplines – covering the whole range of ‘business’ law,
from offshore litigation about the world’s largest companies to domestic advice on probate matters, for both private and professional clients at
home and abroad. One of our core practice areas is trusts and we are applauded for being “the leading chambers for the big offshore trusts
disputes,” and for having “a varied spectrum of skilled practitioners.’”. Serle Court was named ‘Set of the Year’ at the Chambers High Net Worth
Awards 2022.

Ogier provides legal advice on BVI, Cayman, Guernsey, Irish, Jersey and Luxembourg law. Our network of locations also includes Beijing, Hong
Kong, London, Shanghai, Singapore and Tokyo. Ogier's Trusts Advisory Group draws together experts from different disciplines and locations to
provide a seamless contentious and non-contentious advisory service which also includes relevant corporate support. Our Private Wealth team
advises trustees, private banks and ultra-high net worth clients on the lifecycle of trusts from establishment, restructuring and administration to
succession planning. We have in-depth knowledge of trusts and foundations, enabling us to provide flexible and practical guidance on choosing
the most effective jurisdiction. The team combines with our corporate specialists to provide commercially focused corporate advice regarding
companies that underlie trust structures or on new investments structures as they arise. The Trusts Advisory Group draws together contentious
and non-contentious trust practitioners. Our Dispute Resolution specialists have a particularly strong track record, having acted successfully in
many of the headline international trust and private client matters in recent years in BVI, Cayman, Guernsey and Jersey.
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If you have any questions about the
program contact Francesca Ffiske

fffiske@alm.com

If you have any questions about operations or the
hotel contact Rachael Toovey

rtoovey@alm.com

If you have any questions about Global
Elite membership contact Helen

Berwick
hberwick@alm.com

If you have any questions about our partners or
partnering with us contact Ellie Donohoe

edonohoe@alm.com

If you have any feedback or general questions then
Rhiannon Winter Van Ross is your port of call, reach

her on rvanross@alm.com

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Any Questions?
If you have any questions at all while we are at the Forum you can find us in the conference room or in the office opposite reception, or do send us a quick email. 
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